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National Merit Scholarship Competition Semifinalists
Congratulations to
Ian Bailey
Anteng Chen
Ryan Padala
Anthony Remick

These students qualified as National Semifinalists by taking the 2019 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). The selected Semifinalists represent less than
one percent of all U.S. high school seniors, and are members of the highest qualifying entrants
from each state.

National Merit Scholarship Competition – Commended Students

Congratulations to
Mark Beckmann
Andrew Burns
Sarah DeCicco
Corina Henke
Farah Kabir
Marjorie Kern
Jenna Matarazzo
Madison Matarazzo
Sophia McLaughlin
Kealan Mullally
Aidan Rosenblatt
Lauren Sullivan
Deanna Turner
Molly Van Dyke
Commended students are being recognized for the exceptional academic promise
demonstrated by their outstanding performance on the 2019 Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Six Garden City High School students have been named recipients of the Adelphi University
Prize for Leadership.

Congratulations to
Ian Bailey
Erin Brennan
Adam Hadjipateras
Paige Matarazzo
Timothy O’Hanlon
Ryan Padala
Each year, Adelphi University recognizes Garden City students for exceptional academic
performance and community service while demonstrating outstanding leadership qualities. To
be considered, students must complete a rigorous application during their junior year,
documenting their qualifying achievements. This includes showing a record of superior
academic performance in relation to their academic potential and demonstrating exceptional
leadership skills in voluntary pursuits and/or community service activities.

Congratulations to
Ryan Padala

Ryan was selected as a finalist for the Prudential Spirit of Community Award. The Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards program is the United States’ largest youth recognition program based
exclusively on volunteer community service. Created in 1995 by Prudential and the National Association
of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), the program honors middle level and high school students for
outstanding service to others at the local, state and national level.

The following students were selected to participate for the 2020 NYSSMA All-State Performing
Ensembles.

Congratulations to
Andrew Burns – Trombone – Symphonic Band
Francesca Ciccone – Soprano 2 Alternate
Katie Lew – Piccolo - Alternate
Molly Madigan – Soprano 1 -Mixed Chorus
Olympia Van Blenis Soprano 1 – Treble Chorus

Congratulations to
Enzo Cupani

Enzo was selected to the All-National Mixed Choir, which is one of the National Association for
Music Education’s All-National Honor Ensembles. This prestigious recognition is presented to
the top performing high school musicians in the nation and provides them with an opportunity
to work with highly regarded conductors.

GCHS Class of 2021 President Launches Letter Writing Campaign
to Front-Line Workers and Patients

Kudos to Garden City High School junior and 2021 class president Tim O’Hanlon. Tim thought of
a way for his peers in the Class of 2021 to shift their focus and work together to show
appreciation to the health care workers and others working the front lines during the crisis. He
asked his classmates to write a letter, a “quick note to the people who are working so hard
during this difficult time.” Tim also asked his classmates to consider writing to COVID-19
patients who are not allowed visitors. Class members answered the call. After less than a week
of the campaign, letters were delivered to the Garden City Police Department, Key Food of
Garden City and NYU Winthrop Hospital.

FOOD DRIVE

Garden City High School’s Class of 2021 seniors sponsored a curb-side food drive for the Mary
Brennan INN soup kitchen of Hempstead on Nov. 21, just in time to bring Thanksgiving meals to
those in need. Community members drove through the bus circle and dropped off donations to
student and staff volunteers throughout the morning and early afternoon. A truck from the INN
was on site to accept the items.
The endeavor was proposed by senior John Scarlata, an ambassador for the INN who expressed
that they are in dire need of support. Other members of the Class of 2021 and faculty advisor
Allison Moss helped to plan and facilitate the event. Additionally, student Natalie Palmeri
spearheaded a mobile food drive in which families could sign up for a day to put their donations
outside of their home for pick-up by a student volunteer.

GCHS Welcomes Field of Flags

Garden City High School unveiled its first annual Field of Flags on Nov. 13, thanks to the efforts of
students, staff and community members. The initiative brought rows of 200 American Flags to the
grounds outside the building at the corner of Rockaway Avenue and Merillon Avenue as a tribute to first
responders and garnered a $2,000 donation to Operation Gratitude. It kicked off right after Veterans
Day and the flags will fly until Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day on December 7.

Junior Caterina Kephart, president of the Students Helping Students organization, introduced
the idea and facilitated the project with support from Guidance Counselor Karen Whiston and
peers. Members of the community provided monetary donations in exchange for flag
dedications to members of the military, medical first responders, police officers and
firefighters. A ribbon was affixed to each flag acknowledging its honoree.
A small ceremony attended by district and building administrators, school staff, members of the
Garden City Fire Department and Police Department and Students Helping Students
participants commemorated the Field of Flags and acknowledged those involved. The event
was held outside and social distancing and mask protocols were followed. Junior Tyler Glenn
played “Taps” and Caterina and Ms. Whiston described the endeavor and its behind-the-scenes
steps.

GCHS Athletes Commit to College Sports

Twenty-three Garden City High School seniors were congratulated for their commitments to
collegiate athletic programs during a ceremony held on Nov. 18. A small, socially distant
outdoor gathering of administrators and parents celebrated the students and their
accomplishments.
Director of Athletics, Health and Physical Education Eamonn Flood coordinated the event and
welcomed attendees. He praised the athletes for their dedication and commended parents for
their support. Garden City High School Principal Kevin Steingruebner also greeted the students
and families. Students, dressed in attire representing their future colleges, assembled six feet
apart from one another on the field and were applauded by their guests.
A total of 17 athletes are planning to play lacrosse next year. Pierce Archer will head to Franklin
and Marshall College, Ryan Connolly will attend Skidmore College, Hugh Keenan has committed
to the University of Tampa, Louis Griffin-Minuto will go to Muhlenberg College, Gerard
O’Connor will attend Trinity College, Owen Quinn has committed to Skidmore College and Drew
Quinn and Robert Seel will both head to Vassar College. Olivia Escoffery has committed to the
University of Chicago, Alexandra Hopkins will join Yale University’s team, Olivia Kavel will go to
the College of Holy Cross, Natalie Palmeri will head to Kent State University, Sydney Pappas has
committed to Villanova University, Sophie Read will attend Hamilton College, Juliana Santel has
committed to Marist College, Julia Sharp will go to the University of New Hampshire and
Angelina Suau will head to Binghamton University.
Christopher Blum and Matthew Mohen will play baseball at St. Olaf College and American
International College, respectively, and Nick Prime plans to play soccer at Bucknell University.
Sarah Killcommons will join the field hockey team at Colgate University, and Lauren Kuzma and
Katie Lew have committed to the swim teams at Binghamton University and Loyola University,
respectively. Congratulations to these Garden City athletes and their families!

