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You’re Invited, . . .

Garden City High School proudly
presents “Legally Blonde,” the musical,
at 7 p.m. on Friday, February 28th and
Saturday, March 1st. Call 478-2531 or
click here for the ticket information.
Welcome Senior Citizens!
On Thursday, February 27th, residents are
invited to a GCTA-sponsored dinner in
the high school cafeteria starting at 3:15
p.m. followed by a special preview of the
musical. Both events are FREE to Garden
City seniors. Kindly register by calling
Patty Mannion, 478-2445.

`

Be sure to catch Garden City Middle
School’s memorable production of the
Broadway musical “Annie” at 7 p.m. on
Friday, March 14th and Saturday, March
15th. For more information or to purchase
tickets (please include the date of the
performance, number of tickets, and name
to be printed on the envelope left at the
door), please contact director Kristen
Aguilo: aguilok@gcufsd.net.
(Invited, continued on page 2)

A Little Bird Told Me

Be sure to follow Garden City on
Twitter (GCUFSD) for all the latest news
and weather announcements - if it’s
important, hear it from us first! Click here
to join and access our tweets.
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You’re Invited, . . .

FLL Robotics Championship

Please join us on Sunday, March 2nd
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Longwood High
School, Middle Island, to cheer on Garden
City students as they compete in the
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Championship.
The district sponsors two robotics teams,
the LEGO Monkeys (left) and Trojan Army
(right), as part of its STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
initiative. The teams and four additional
teams supported by Garden City parents
competed in the 10th Annual FIRST LEGO
League Qualifying Tournaments held earlier

this month. Forty-two teams comprised of
elementary and middle school students,
including the Trojan Army, qualified to
compete on March 2nd. “Over 100 teams
competed at the tournament,” explained
team advisor Michael Stano, pictured
above with Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum & Instruction, Dr. Teresa
Prendergast. “Both teams did very well and,
in the end, the Trojan Army finished in first
place for robot performance.” Click here to
see a video of the teams competing at the
exciting Qualifying Tournament.

Spring is just around the corner and with
it comes Garden City Public Schools fifth
Annual Afternoon Tea for senior citizens
and past parents, a free event sponsored
by the school district, members of the
Garden City PTA, and local businesses.
It’s an afternoon filled with great food,
wonderful entertainment, prizes, and fun.
Tickets are required and can be requested
by returning the completed form on page 19
of the district’s Spring Continuing Education
catalog. Click here to access the catalog.

“With the budget challenges all school
districts face, every dollar counts,”
stated Ms. Dana DiCapua (left), Assistant
Superintendent for Business & Finance.
By refinancing one of the District’s 2002
construction bonds (from a low 4% to
1.46%), she reported a that savings of
nearly $194,000 will be realized by the
district over the next seven years. Ms.
DiCapua also announced that the New
York State Comptroller’s Office rated
Garden City Public Schools as having a “0”
(the best ranking) in a fiscal stress test of
the district’s finances. The stress test is

intended to be used annually to verify that
school districts are using their resources
prudently, responsibly, and efficiently (fund
balance, reserves, cash balance).
Although grant sources have become
scarce, Christopher Toomey (center), music
teacher at Stewart, and Millie Joyce (right),
first grade teacher at Locust, each received
grants to help offset costs. Mr. Toomey
received a Nassau Educators Federal Credit
Union grant to purchase new mouthpieces
for his clarinet students. Mrs. Joyce
received a grant from Target that will fund
a field trip for all of Locust’s first graders.

Cost Savings

Lifesaver

High school teacher Nancy Slater (center)
was honored at the February 10th Board of
Education meeting for rescuing a student
by performing the Heimlich maneuver
when he was choking on a gum ball. Nancy
is a special education teacher who has
worked in the district for 21 years. She
is pictured here with Board of Education
Trustee Laura Hastings and Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Robert Feirsen.

Professional Experience
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Each year for the past 18 years, the
high school business students have
been given the opportunity as “Teens

Afternoon Tea

on the Job” to shadow a professional
working in a field of interest to them. These
invaluable experiences have included
partner politicians, educators, business and
service industry professionals. Pictured at
left with business teacher Gene Rochler
(second from right) are just a few of the
28 students who participated in this year’s
shadow day. One student, Lauren Oleksiw,
visited the Cathedral Nursery School. School
director Diane Cina commented, “Lauren
was a delightful young lady and the children
enjoyed having her in the classroom, and she
appeared to be enjoying them just as much!”

100th Day
Kindergartners recently
celebrated
the 100th day
of school
with activities
anchored in
the Common
Core Learning Standards (CCLS). Here,
students in Mrs. Groom’s class at Locust each
hold the four snack components that add up
to 100 as illustrated on a word and number
math diagram. Click here to access Garden
City’s K-5 CCLS math videos.

In the News, . . .

International Winner!

High school junior Katie Roscoe, a student
of teacher Jason Karp, won the under-18
division of the 2014 Thames21 Photography
Competition: “London Waterways.” The
contest, which gleaned over 1,000 entries,
called for amateur photographers to
capture the essence of local waterways.
Katie photographed the bridge above on a
recent family trip to London. Her winning
image will be on display until April at the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich,
England. Click here for more information.

Stock Market Game Winners

National Merit Scholarship Finalist

Congratulations to Garden City’s 2014
National Merit Scholarship Finalist, senior
Druscilla Falco. “Dru” is pictured above with
guidance counselor Tim Casale and high school
Principal Nanine McLaughlin. Dru was chosen
from a pool of 1.5 million entrants who took
the PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test. Since 2009, Garden City High School has
had 18 Finalists and 40 Commended Students
named in the highly competitive program. In
the coming months, 8,000 scholarship award
winners will be announced.

Top Honors in WordWright Challenge

Four high school English students were
awarded “highest honors” in the second
round of the WordWright Challenge, a
national competition. Additionally, of the
nearly 600 schools that competed in the
team section, Garden City’s tenth-graders
tied for 10th. Pictured here are three of
Garden City’s winners (left to right): Steffy
Jeswin (9), Elizabeth Rieger (10), and
Lauren Treanor (9). WordWright medals
and certificates will be awarded in June.

2014 Science Olympiads

U.S. Department of Energy Science Bowl

Fielding the only all-girl team, appropriate
to the theme: “The International Year of
Crystallography,” honoring Rosalind Franklin,
five high school students recently competed in
the regional section of the U.S. Department of
Energy’s National Science Bowl in Upton, N.Y.,
where they scored a victory against Lawrence
High School. Pictured here are (front row, left
to right): Emily Mozdzer, Nicole Crilly, Leslie
Wann, and Emma Gong (Kerri Heuser had to
leave early); (back row, left to right) Dr. Steven
Gordon, Mr. Mozdzer, and Dr. John Slater.

Legislative Art Exhibit

Eighth-graders Faith Nix (left) and Greta
Jaye (right) had artwork selected to
the 24th Annual Legislative Student Art
Exhibition hosted by the New York State
Art Teacher’s Association. The exhibition
runs through March 7th in the Legislative
Building, Albany, NY. Created in Lori
Biondi’s (center) class, the pieces were
inspired by combining realistic imagery and
“zentangle” art (creating patterns).

An all-girl team of (left to right): juniors
Laurel Nothel and Deanna DiPierro, and
sophomores Katie Muldoon and Michaela
Brune won Newsday’s Fall Stock Market
Game. The girls captured first place for
Long Island (of 972 teams) and second
place in New York State (of 1,486 teams).
Business teachers Reid Sclafani (left) and
Gene Rochler (right) coordinated their
entry. The team will be honored at a June
awards ceremony. The high school has won
their division two of the last three years.

Calendar Art

Two Stewart Avenue students of art teacher
Ms. Melissa Pashayan (center) were selected
by Anton newspapers to be featured in its
2014-2015 calendar. Third-graders Vanessa
Law (right), who created a winter landscape,
and Gabriel Psilakis’s cave art project each

Congratulations to Dr. Paris Zaferiou, and
the middle school’s two Science Olympiad
teams who placed eighth in the regional
competition, capturing nine top-six
finishes. Pictured here are (standing, left
to right): Scott Henneberg, Katerina Van
Noy, John Mignone, Brandon Gong, Kaylah
Bozkurtian, Stephen Iovino; (front row)
Courtney Williams, Matthew Trapasso, Tia
Petridies, Kieran Brown, Collin Plunkett.
Absent: Johnathan Dorotheos, Andrew
Ferreira, Alan Jian, Tyler Martinus, Steven
Morales, Chisom Nwaeke, Chris Pappacena,
Joseph Pieraccini, Dean Van Noy, Sarah Wu.
received its own month,
and the student’s work
was also featured on
the calendar cover. “It
was very exciting to see
the students’ artwork
in big print!” said Ms.
Pashayan. “For the polar
bears, the students created a
snowy landscape using chalk pastels and
then drew their own polar bears. For the
cave art project, I demonstrated how to
crumple, rip, and paint paper to represent
the inside of a cave wall. The students
then drew animals on the paper using oil
pastels. I am really proud of the work my
students created!”
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Winter Athletic Update

AHPERD Zone Awards

High school seniors Robert Wotzcak and
Drusilla Falco, pictured here with physical
education teachers Kerin-Leigh Boghosian
and Ray Chaputian, were selected as
New York State AHPERD Nassau Zone
Outstanding Physical Education students.
Robert and Dru were chosen for the
outstanding leadership, participation, and
performance they have shown in their
physical education classes.

2014-2015
Budget
(continued from page 1)
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consideration to the high cost of living on
Long Island, even though it is at least 40%
higher than upstate.”
Regionalization: Further constraints are
being proposed in Albany. The Governor’s
new property tax “rebate” would
consolidate districts’ budgets on a regional
basis to provide an average Long Island
household refund of $100-$250. In 20142015, this could be realized if a school
district’s increase is below its tax levy limit.
In 2015-2016, the proposal requires this
condition be met and all school districts in
the county together must achieve tax levy
reductions of at least 1%. Regionally, this
1% must be met for the next three years
before rebates would be offered. “The
largest district in the county (East Meadow)
would have the most weight in the decisionmaking process. Districts that fail to achieve
savings could have state aid withheld.”
By design, this proposal limits the use
of the “supermajority” vote for districts
that choose to exceed the tax levy limit,
effectively constraining local control.
“In my opinion, the Governor’s budget
proposal, by taking a lot of the power away
from local boards of education, actually
punishes high quality, high performing
school districts that have managed, under
difficult circumstances up to this point,
to sustain high quality programs, but are
now getting squeezed tighter and tighter
by the constraints on revenue. There is a
tremendous shift underway to regionalize
costs, and for the state itself to dictate to us
what they think is best for us.”
Gap Elimination Adjustment: Added to
the factors straining school budgets is
the state’s relatively new GEA - the Gap
Elimination Adjustment. This adjustment
takes away revenue from school districts
that was previously determined by state
aid formulas and puts it back in the state’s
treasury. “The GEA has reduced state aid
to Garden City by $3,141,513 just in the

Playoffs continue for individuals and teams,
but here is the latest news and standings:
* Girls Track team won the County
Championship for the eighth consecutive
time. The sprint medley team had the best
time in the country at the New Balance
Games.
* Girls Fencing won the County
Championships. Caitlin Gallant won the
Individual Epee Championship in Girls
Fencing. Girls coach Michael Kreidman and
Boys coach Kevin Oliver both were named
Coach of the Year. The team is pictured
at right at the February 10th Board of
Education meeting.
* Boys Swimming won the County
Championship with the most points ever
scored at the County meet. Medley team
past three years,” stated Dr. Feirsen. “These
funds could have been used to enhance
or expand programs for students or, as we
get closer to this tax levy cap issue, to save
programs.”
NOTE: The New York State School Boards
Association (NYSSBA) is strongly advocating
for the elimination of the GEA. NYSSBA
asserts that GEA is unconstitutional and has
cost public school districts $9.5 million.
Click here for more information and ways
you can help.
No New Mandate Relief: The Governor’s
proposed budget contains no new mandate
relief. “A couple of years ago, there was a
task force that looked at mandates, and
they estimated there were 94 various state
and federal unfunded mandates and that
these mandates consume 17-20% of the
average school budget.” Garden City must
comply with all state mandates currently
in place, including the implementation of
the Common Core, its attendant testing,
Annual Professional Performance Review
(APPR), and student data reporting without
receiving one penny of the $700 million
allocated to the state under the federal
government’s Race to the Top (RTTT)
initiative.
Return on Investment: The good news
is that our district continues to succeed Garden City is a sought after community
in which to live, raise a family, and stay.
“We have a long history of achievement; of
sound fiscal management, and the school
district is a key element in making Garden
City what demographers call a ‘destination
location’,” continued the superintendent.
“Ninety-seven percent of last year’s
graduating class went on to higher
education, 99% received Regents Diplomas,
of these, 83% received Regents Diplomas
with Advanced Designation. We are ranked
#1 in New York State for the percentage
of students enrolled in AP (Advanced
Placement) classes. Whatever high school
ranking you look at - U.S. News & World
Report, Newsweek, or The Washington Post

Kyle Zarriello, Delaney Hall, Joe Lozano and
Frank Caponegro broke the school record,
and Kyle broke the 100 backstroke school
record. Connor Brown, Ryan Brown, Frank
Caponegro, John Gaffney, Delaney Hall, Loe
Lozano, and Kyle Zarriello qualified for States.
* Wrestling: Thirteen wrestlers qualified for
the county finals. Jack Reina won the Nassau
County title in his weight division and will
compete at the State Finals this weekend,
March 1st and 2nd.
- Garden City is one of the top schools in the
country.”
Budget Realities: “We are trying the best
we can to ensure that our current and
future students enjoy to the greatest extent
possible, the same opportunities that
former students enjoyed. The proposed
budget is under the cap, requiring a simple
majority for passage. It preserves a robust
high school academic program, continues
to provide resources for technology and
security upgrades, maintains special
education services, and reduces personnel
costs.”
To view all budget-related information
posted to the district website, click here.
The district encourages residents to become
involved in the budget process by attending
the upcoming budget meetings listed on the
front cover.
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