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A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Community Members,
We have had an excellent start to the school year. I am enjoying
visiting many classrooms and getting to know our students. It’s
been extremely gratifying to see our teachers and students so
excited about the teaching and learning taking place in classrooms
all across the District. This enthusiasm has been contagious. We are
all fully committed to working together to sustain our community’s
tradition of support for education.
I hope you find this interactive e-Newsletter helpful. It highlights
our new programs and what’s happening throughout our district.
As we move further into the school year, I’d like to share some
important updates with you.
• School security continues to be an important priority. We are moving forward to
strengthen our school vestibules with custom doors and locks, additional security
cameras, and a Visitor Management System. In addition, one button lock down and
strobe lights are being installed. At our primary and elementary levels, we have made
changes to our dismissal process for additional safety measures. We are continuing to
strengthen our processes and protocols and provide additional training and drills for
staff and students. In addition, we continue to work closely with the Village and our
Police Department to coordinate our efforts related to security. Polling in our schools
continues to be of concern.
• Our Legislative Affairs Committee has worked diligently to seek a legislative solution
to remove polling from our school buildings and to advocate for security expense
exemptions from the Tax Cap.
• We have launched several exciting new initiatives in the areas of curriculum and
instruction, which are highlighted in the e-Newsletter. We will be implementing the
state’s new mental health literacy components. Our schools have introduced healthy
practices such as yoga and mindfulness in our classrooms. In addition, we have added
a new section to our website Student’s Well Being as a resource for our community
members. Thank you to our PTA and SEPTA who have
supported our school community by offering meaningful
educational programs dealing with stress, anxiety, drug
and alcohol abuse.
• The new AC unit in the HS auditorium is operational
and the ceiling restoration is finished (right). The ADA
compliant bathrooms in the HS lobby will be open shortly.
These projects will greatly increase the comfort and
convenience of our students, staff, and community.
We have begun meetings with officials from the LIRR’s
Third Track Expansion Project (left) to minimize any
impact the construction will have on our district. The
project is being managed by Third Track Constructors
(3TC). Staging and preliminary work has already begun.
The project will affect the northwest area of Garden City
with periodic road closures and/or detours beginning
in April 2019. Our Transportation Department is
working with 3TC’s traffic management engineers to
maximize safety and minimize any impact to our walkers and bussed students during the
construction. We have added a dedicated Third Track Construction page to our website,
which includes contact information, to keep our community informed and all lines of
communication open. We will provide periodic updates as they become available.
Finally, having attended the HS Pep Rally, Spirit Days in our buildings, and the
Homecoming Parade and Football Game for the first time, I learned what “Trojan Spirit”
really is and how integral our schools are to the vitality and identity of our community.
I look forward to what’s ahead as we continue to serve our most important asset – our
children.
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Don’t Miss, . . .

Please join us on Friday, November 16th
or Saturday, November 17th as Garden City
High School presents Mamma Mia! The
curtain rises at 7 p.m. on both nights for
this uplifting musical by British playwright
Catherine Johnson. Based on the songs of
ABBA, composed by former band members
Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus, our
talented cast will be sure to have you
tapping your toes and singing along!
Attention Senior Citizens: A special
performance for Garden City’s senior
citizens, students, and teachers will take
place on Thursday, November 15th. A FREE
buffet dinner will be provided for our
senior citizens by the Garden City Teachers’
Association (GCTA) beginning at 3:30 p.m.
in the high school library. Kindly RSVP
for the senior citizen dinner and show
by calling (516) 478-2222. To purchase all
other tickets, click here.

Thank you
Board of Education!
At the October 23rd Regular Meeting,
Garden City’s Board of Education was
honored for their outstanding volunteer
service to the school district. The Board
continues to work diligently to preserve the
district’s nationally recognized educational
program while maintaining a fiscally
responsible budget residents can support.
Many thanks to (left to right): Trustees
Michael Cassaro, Stefanie Granville, and
William Holub, President Angela Heineman
and Vice President Tom Pinou.

What’s New?

Curriculum & Instruction

It was good to
be a Trojan this
Homecoming
season as GC spirits
soared
to new
heights.
Districtwide Spirit
Week
culminated
in Spirit
Day during
which athletes from the high school’s athletic teams visited each K-8
school to introduce themselves and to raise school spirit. Saturday,
October 20th featured the 2018 Homecoming Parade led by former
Board Trustee and Grand Marshal Bob Martin (top, center). The
Parade culminated at Warren King Field where GCHS hosted the
Homecoming Football Game. Fans were treated to the second
consecutive shut-out win and an amazing Halftime show featuring
GCHS’s Marching Band, Lady Trojan Cheerleaders, and Kick Line.
Homecoming 2018 could not have taken place without the efforts
of dozens of volunteers who made the day’s events such a success Thank You! To view an album of images from the Parade, game, and
halftime show, click here or on the “Homecoming 2018” headline
above. To view videos of the halftime performances, click on each
name: GCHS Marching Band, JV Kickline, Varsity Cheerleaders,
Varsity Kickline. Thank you to Kimberly Wellbrock for providing
these great videos! Clicking here or on the “Pep Rally” heading will
link readers to a video of the Varsity Kickline’s performance at Pep
Rally. Clicking here or the “Spirit Day” heading will link to a video of
two of the schools visited by our high school athletes - Go Trojans!

Students across Garden City Public Schools marked National Unity
Day on Wednesday, October 24th by wearing orange, such as Stewart
School students (right), kindergartners in Miss Bennett’s class at
Homestead (top), and by participating in anti-bullying activities and
events including signing pledges (GCHS students above) to show
support for positive, inclusive, “upstander” behaviors.

This fall, teachers at
Hemlock, Homestead,
and Locust launched
a new phonetics program - Fundations - based on the
recommendation of the District’s Reading Spotlight Committee.
“The program is widely used, very well researched, and organized
with a sequence and methodology that makes sense,” said Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction Dr. Ted Cannone. Dr.
Cannone led teachers in Professional Development (PD) sessions to
roll out the new program (above). “There has been a lot for us to
learn, and we will continue to offer PD that anticipates and responds
to teachers’ needs.” Parents of
kindergartners and first graders
are no doubt now familiar with the
handwriting guidelines of “sky,”
plane,” grass,” and “worm” lines
- the Fundations approach that
helps students easily understand
where the writing of each
letter begins and ends in their
workbooks (top). The program
also uses magnetic boards, white
boards (bottom) and new alphabet
charts for each classroom, along
with flash cards teachers can use
to model phonetic sounds such
as Mrs. Pignetti is doing with her
Hemlock kindergartners (below).
The state has launched the
Next Generation Science
Standards with a timeline
of full implementation by
September 2020 and grade
3-8 assessments in the spring
of 2021. Dr. Cannone shared a
presentation of the roll out of
the new standards concurrent
with a hands-on demonstration
by primary teachers last November. “The biggest difference is the
new standards want students to experience science and think
like scientists while still building good science skills and content
knowledge,” explained Dr. Cannone. “We are offering sustained PD to
prepare for full implementation.”
New York State has identified
Mental Health Education as
a priority and a new mandate
for schools. Our schools have
introduced yoga (top) and
mindfulness (bottom) as specific
tools students can draw upon to
help reduce stress and anxiety
and to promote healthy habits
of mind. At the secondary level,
students receive mental health
instruction in health education
classes, are included in wholeschool social-emotional learning
initiatives, and in clubs like GCMS’s
Anti-Bullying Club and GCHS’s
Students Helping Students. The HS
library offers a Stress Reduction
Center where students can unwind
while engaged in learning a new
skill or being a part of activities
(continued on page 4)

Garden City Superstars!

Nat’l Merit Scholarship Semifinalists

Congratulations to four Garden City High
School seniors for being named as National
Merit Scholarship Semifinalists. Pictured
here are (left to right): Superintendent
Dr. Sinha, guidance counselor Natasha
Khan, semifinalists Chloe Rogers, Aidan
Padala, Aidan Coyne, and Patrick Heavey,
counselor Karen Whiston, Principal Nanine
McLaughlin, and counselor Patrick Doyle.

National AP Scholars

In the spring of 2018, Garden City High
School students sat for 1,349 Advanced
Placement (AP) exams, and achieved the
highest number of Scholars - 250 - for the
district. The exams are scored by the College
Board on a scale of 1-5 (5 being the highest).
To be designated a Scholar, students must
score a 3 on three or more exams. For
National Scholars (scoring an average of 4
on all AP exams & 4 or higher on at least
eight exams), GCHS’s total for 2018 was 30,
second only to 31 achieved in 2016. To view
GCHS’s total AP designations, click here.

NYSSMA All-State Musicians

Six Garden City High School music students
were selected as All-State Musicians or
alternates to travel to Rochester for the
festival concerts held from November 29th
to December 2nd. Pictured here are (left to
right): teacher Stephen Mayo, Paul Stein
(Bass II), Garrett Treanor (Bass II, alt.),
Lara Abruzzo (Soprano II, alt.), Alexandra
Davidson (Alto II), Audra Fitzgerald (Bass
Trombone), Caroline Feryo (Timpani,
alt.; Snare Drum, alt.), teacher Dr. James
McCrann, and Coordinator Dr. Nina Prasso.

Nat’l Merit Commended Students

Ten seniors qualified as National Merit
Scholarship Commended Students. Pictured
here are (front row, left to right): Garrett
Zander, Zoe Heath, Charles Tynan, Alexandra
Michael, Abigail Brita; (middle): Christian
Durante, Madeline Walsh, Elsie Schaubeck,
Donald Byrne, Christian McGannon; (back):
Principal McLaughlin, counselors Patrick
Doyle, Natasha Khan, and Tim Casale.

Nat’l Broadcom MASTERS “Top 300”

Caroline Crouchley, a Garden City Middle
School seventh grade science research
student, was selected as one of the “Top
300” Broadcom MASTERS National
Semifinalists. Her older brother, Austin,
now attending a different school, was also
selected as a “Top 300” semifinalist for his
project entered late last year when he was
still attending the middle school. Both were
selected from a pool of 2,537 applicants
from 48 states. Caroline’s project explored
the use of geodesic domes; Austin’s focused
on enhancing the efficiency of solar panels.

LIAA Scholar Artists

Congratulations to Garden City High School
seniors Amanda Melkonian and Alexandra
Stefanik for being named as Award of Merit
recipients in the Long Island Arts Alliance’s
Scholar Artist Program. Pictured above
are (left to right): Dr. Nina Prasso, district
coordinator of Music & the Arts, Jason
Karp, high school photography teacher,
seniors Amanda Melkonian (Media Arts)
and Alexandra Stefanik (Visual Arts), and
Advanced Placement art teacher Shawn
Uttendorfer.

NHRP Scholars

Recognized by The College Board, highachieving PSAT/NMSQT NHRP students hail
from the U.S. and its territories abroad.
Three high school seniors were named
National Hispanic Recognition Program
Scholars. Pictured are (left to right):
counselor Patrick Doyle, Alex D’Aloisio,
Robert Baschnagel, and Principal Nanine
McLaughlin. Absent was Daniel Fereira.

National “100 Best”

For the seventh consecutive year,
Garden City High School was
recognized by W!SE (Working in
Support of Education) as one of
the “100 Best” schools in the nation for
financial literacy. As such, teachers Dr. Erin
McKinstry and Mr. Reid Sclafani were again
named “Gold Star” teachers. Pictured here
are Dr. McKinstry and Mr. Sclafani (back row,
left), and many of the students who scored
96% or higher on last spring’s online national
exam. To read more about these talented
students, please click here.

Adelphi Leadership Prize

Nine outstanding Garden City High School
student leaders were awarded the 2018
Adelphi University Prize for Leadership.
Congratulations to seniors (front, left to
right): Theresa Hughes, Chloe Rogers,
Alexandra Larocca, Michaela Keating,
and Emily Quinn; (back, left to right):
Aidan Padala, John Protano, Timothy
Schmitt, Aidan Pfaff, and Principal Nanine
McLaughlin. The students receive an
award of $1,000, an inscribed plaque, and
additional University privileges.
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community. Students
created jewelry and
most recently, have
rocks with inspirational
phrases (right and
think students loved
much because they want to do
their part to spread kindness,
hope, and beauty in the school and
into the world,” said library media
specialist Margaux Calemmo. “Many
students told me that it was nice
to ‘take a break’ from the rigors of
their schoolwork to do something
good and to give back.” Future
plans include a visit to the primary
schools to interact with the younger students and add a few of the
high schoolers’ rocks to last spring’s rock installations at Hemlock,
Homestead and Locust. To view a video about the inspiration for the
“Kindness Rocks” project, click here.
“As we move forward to create a consistent K-12 approach to our
students’ mental health, we want to create learning environments
that decrease negative stigmas, and encourage students to
communicate and to develop healthy, resilient behaviors,” shared
Superintendent Dr. Sinha. To support this initiative, we created a
web page as a resource for our school community. Student’s Well
Being appears under “Recent News” on the District’s home page.
“The site will serve as a repository for links and information as we
broaden our vision and knowledge.”
The District’s STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Mathematics) Committee
began its “Spotlight Year”
curriculum review (left).
Spotlight curriculum committees
are utilized to determine
what practices the District
should continue doing; what it
should stop doing, and what it should begin doing. “Our first goal
is to define our vision for STEAM learning and its implication for
the components of a highly effective STEAM program in GCPS,”
explained Dr. Cannone. The topic has sparked a great deal of interest
in the faculty - there are 36 committee members representing all
K-12 grade bands and content areas. The STEAM Team is made
up of four subcommittees: Materials and Methods; Service and
Delivery; Assessments; and Diagnosis and Prescription. To learn the
committee’s findings, conclusions, and recommendations, please
attend the June 4th Board of Education Regular Meeting.

GCPS’s Legislative Affairs Committee

Garden City’s Legislative
Affairs Committee (LAC)
met on October 29th to
discuss important topics
for the upcoming year.
Guest speakers were NYS
Regent Roger Tilles, NYS
Assemblyman Ed Ra, and
NYSSBA governmental relations representative Caroline Bobick.
In attendance were (left to right): Assemblyman Ra, Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Appiarius, Board Trustee Stefanie Granville,
Superintendent Dr. Sinha, Regent Tilles, LAC member Christina Alkin,
NYSSBA’s Caroline Bobick, and LAC member ad Past PTA President
Michelle Kaiserman. Public information coordinator Dr. Catherine
Knight was also present. The LAC topics included: moving polling
from our schools and the district’s support of NYS Bill S9155 which
would provide a legislative option for NYS public schools to opt
out of polling place designations, seeking exemptions from the
Tax Cap for school security expenses, APPR (Annual Professional
Performance Review) and NYS Commissioner Elia’s recommendation
for another year’s moratorium on linking assessment and teacher
evaluations (set to expire in June, 2019), teacher, substitute
teacher, and teaching aide shortages, alternate paths to high school
graduation, and target topics for upcoming meetings with the
Super LAC: the joint legislative affairs committees of Garden City,
Manhasset, and North Shore school districts. To learn more about
GC’s LAC and the Super LAC, click here.

GC Parent Social Media Survey

Thank you to the 857 parents who recently completed
the GC Parent Social Media Survey. The survey sought
to learn how our current K-12 parents use social media,
what information is important to our parents, and how our schools
and district can better communicate. The responses were very
informative and will be shared at an upcoming PTA meeting. Please
watch for this announcement on the GC PTA’s website.
To stay connected and learn the latest news about weather
closings, our schools, and sports announcements, please follow:
Superintendent: GCPSSupt
District: GCUFSD
High School: Nanine McLaughlin@ GCHS Principal
High School Athletics: GC_Athletics_
Stewart: StewartSchoolGC
Stratford: StratfordAveGC
Locust: LocustSchoolGC
Hemlock: HemlockAbell

2019-2020 School District Budget

Budget work for the 2019-2020 school year has already begun. Each year, the Board
and Administration review each line item to plan for the District’s financial needs in the
upcoming year. Our community is an integral part of this budget planning process. Please
join us at the Public Work Sessions and Regular Meetings. Click here to view the 20192020 Budget Calendar of actions and meetings.

Storybook Parades

October 31st dawned brightly this year, welcoming all manner of favorite
storybook characters at the District’s seven schools. From K-12,
students
expressed themselves in costume for a day filled
with
joy and pageantry. Primary and elementary
students paraded around their schools,
much to the delight of parents and
grandparents. Many thanks to
the GC Police Department for
helping with these parades.
To view an album of
photos from the day’s
event, click here.

Garden City Public Schools
56 Cathedral Avenue
Garden City, New York 11530
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us
Inspiring Minds,
Empowering Achievement,
Building Community
Angela Heineman
President
Tom Pinou
Vice President
William C. Holub
Trustee
Stefanie Granville
Trustee
Michael Cassaro
Trustee
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Catherine Knight, Ed.D.
Coordinator of Public Information

4

