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A New Season Unfolds for Garden City Public Schools

On The LineOn The Line

May 16th Vote
On the Ballot:

1. District Budget 
2. Permission to use Capital Reserve 

Fund for multiple projects
3. Board of Education Trustee Election

2017-2018 Budget Fast Facts
•  At 1.35%, the proposed budget is within the tax levy limit
•  Requires a simple majority of the vote for passage
•  Devotes 74.2% to program; 14.5% to capital; 11.3% to administrative 
•  GCUFSD is ranked the 48th of 56 districts for Class I tax rates
•  Maintains its nationally-ranked, robust educational program 
• Provides investments in STEAM, security upgrades, and RtI, the continuum 

of special education services

School Start Time Community Forum
You’re Invited! The Board of Education’s School Start Time Committee will be holding 
a Community Forum on May 1st, 7-9 p.m. in the Garden City High School auditorium 
to discuss the feasibility of changing school start times. Recent research on the topic 
is clear: teenagers’ circadian rhythms are not geared for early morning learning. With 
a start time of 7:40 a.m., Garden City High School students can struggle to stay alert. 
The high school Site-Based Team (SBT) researched the issue last year and presented its 

findings and recommendations at last June’s Regular Meeting. Since that time, the Board established a School Start Time 
Committee to further investigate if and how the district can help our students. A web page has been set-up on the district 
website to share the Committee’s agendas and research. An online survey has been distributed to parents, staff, and 
students, and the results will be presented at the May 16th Board of Education Meeting.

GCTA’s Race for a Cure 
Please join us for Garden City Teachers Association’s “Race 
For A Cure” to benefit cancer research on Saturday, Earth 
Day, April 22nd (rain or shine) at Garden City High School. 
Residents, parents, and students can participate to run 
or walk the 5K (3.1 miles) starting at 9:15 a.m. or run or walk the 1 mile at 8:45 
a.m. Visit www.gcforacure.com to pre-register for this special event. T-shirts are 
guaranteed to all participants who pre-register online. Or, participants can register 
at the kick-off event on April 21st, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the high school.  

   After 12 years of service as Superintendent of Garden City Public Schools, the Board of 
Education accepted the resignation of Superintendent of Schools Dr. Robert Feirsen for 
purposes of retirement at the April 4th meeting. “The Board is deeply grateful for Dr. Feirsen’s 
exceptional leadership and dedicated service to our community, staff, parents, and students,” 
shared Board President Angela Heineman. “As an outstanding educator, our school district 
has benefited from his vast experience and guidance. We extend our best wishes as he steps 
into a new role as a faculty member and Director of the Program for School Leadership and 
Technology at New York Institute of Technology.” 
   “The district’s mission and promise to our community and our students lives on, as do our 
multi-year goals. We want to reassure the community that our plan for succession is already 
in place and underway. Dr. Feirsen will remain Superintendent until July 31st, at which time an 
Interim Superintendent will be appointed to guide the district until a permanent replacement 
can be found. We need to find the right person for Garden City; an educational leader who 
will continue the legacy of excellence and opportunity for all students. During this process, 
the Board will keep our community informed. A new page has been created on the district 
website under the Board of Education tab for this purpose.” 
   “From the Board of Education, and everyone in our schools and the Garden City community, 
congratulations, Dr. Feirsen, and thank you for your visionary leadership and tireless 
dedication to our students.” 
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GC Students Setting the Bar High at the National, State, & Long Island Level 

Boys State
Congratulations to juniors Dan O’Connnor 
(left) and Stephen Iovino (alternate) 
for being selected as Garden City High 
School’s representatives for this year’s 
Boys State. The boys were selected 
based on their student resumes. Dan will 
stay at SUNY Morrisville for six days this 
summer to attend legislative sessions, 
court proceedings, assemblies, and law-
enforcement presentations, thanks to the 
support of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Girls State
Congratulations to Garden City High School’s 
2017 delegates to the American Legion 
Auxiliary Empire Girls State Program. 
Pictured here are (left to right) juniors Kalya 
Bozkurtian, Catherine Schick, Lauren Nelson 
(alternate), and Isabel Cara. The delegates 
were selected by a panel after submitting 
applications. They will be attending SUNY 
Brockport this summer for a week-long 
legislative session with over 350 delegates 
from across New York State. 

2017 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Congratulations to Garden City High School’s 
Class of 2017 Valedictorian Alyssa DeGruccio 
(left) and Salutatorian Seunghyun Woo. 
Alyssa’s seven-semester weighted GPA of 
101.02 and Seunghyun’s 100.45 qualified 
them for the top academic honors of the 
senior class. Alyssa and Seunghyun will 
speak at the Class of 2017 commencement 
ceremony on June 24th. 

Nat’l Merit Scholarship Finalist
Garden City High School senior Eileen 
Farrell was recently elevated to a Finalist 
in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship 
Competition. Eileen is pictured above 
with guidance counselor Jim Malone and 
Principal Nanine McLaughlin. Since 2009, 
the high school has had 20 seniors named 
as Finalists in the National Merit Scholarship 
competition.

Essential Elements School to Watch
The entire staff of Garden City Middle 
School was honored at the February 28th 
Board of Education meeting for recently 
being named a three-time recipient (only 
two such schools were so named in NYS) of 
the State Education Department’s Essential 
Elements School to Watch program for the 
quality of its academic program, and its 
responsive and socially equitable culture. 

Future Business Leaders
Honored at the February 28th Board 
meeting, Garden City High School junior 
Dean Van Noy won first (Client Services) and 
fifth place (Entrepreneurship) prizes at the 
Long Island regional 2017 Future Business 
Leaders of America held in January. 
Dean is pictured here with (left to right) 
Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen, business 
teacher Dr. Erin McKinstry, and Board 
President Angela Heineman. 

Long Island’s Best
Congratulations to senior Melissa Ward 
for winning an Honorable Mention in the 
2017 Long Island’s Best competition at the 
Heckscher Museum of Art in Huntington. 
Melissa’s work was one of only 88 of 300 
submissions accepted to the show. “This 
was one of the most difficult years to 
have work selected; to receive an award is 
practically impossible,” said AP art teacher 
Shawn Uttendorfer pictured with Melissa. 

Honor Flight Guardian
Garden City High School junior Layne Meyer, 
pictured here with Principal McLaughlin, 
will be flying with local WW II veterans as an 
Honor Flight Guardian on the May 6th  flight. 
Donations from Stewart School have made it 
possible to fly students and WWII veterans 
on Honor Flights to Washington, D.C. over 
the past three years. The veterans are flown 
for free, and read letters of gratitude from 
Stewart fifth-graders during the flight. 

National German Exam
Congratulations to Dr. Zoran Cerar (left) 
and his Garden City High School German 
students who took the National German 
Exam on January 29th. Twenty students 
were recognized with medals on the exam: 
5 gold, 7 silver, and 8 bronze. “It offered 
our students the opportunity to see that 
their German Language Skills rate very high 
nationally, averaging approximately 20th 
among 130 districts reporting,” said world 
languages coordinator Peter Giacalone.  
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Top 10% in Exploravision
Honored for receiving Honorable Mentions 
in the 2017 Toshiba Exploravision 
Competition at the March 21st Board 
Meeting with (left to right) Superintendent 
Dr. Feirsen, Board President Angela 
Heineman, Maggie McElroy, Kylie McNeill, 
Julia Remick, and Zachary Ortiz with science 
coordinator Dr. Elena Cascio and science 
research teacher Dr. Steven Gordon.    

All-County Art 
Scholarship 

Winner 
Congratulations 
to Garden City 
High School  
senior Emily 
Daempfle whose 
art work was 
awarded a 2017 
Nassau County 
Art Supervisor’s 
Association 

Scholarship Award at the March 12th All-
County Art Exhibition held at Farmingdale 
State College. Emily, a student in Shawn 
Uttendorfer’s Advanced Placement 
Studio Art class, is pictured here with her 
work, award certificate, and family at the 
exhibition. Works by many K-12 Garden City 
Public School students were also on display.

Carnegie Hall Honor Concert Chorus
Congratulations to Garden City High School 
senior Ann Ambach (Mixed Chorus) and 
junior Annalise LoBiondo (Women’s Chorus) 
for being selected to perform as members 
of the Honors Performance Series Concert 
Choir at Carnegie Hall on February 5th. 
Pictured above are (inset) teacher Steve 
Mayo, Annalise LoBiondo, Ann Ambach, and 
Dr. Nina Prasso. 

The science research team of Garden City 
High School freshmen (left to right) Emma 
Ruckh, Kylie McNeil, and Meghan Monaco 
took a second place overall trophy in the 
2017 Chemagination Competition held 
at St. John’s University on March 1st. The 
team just were three of 25 Garden City 
High School science research students 
to compete in the grade 9-12 event. This 
year’s judges were New York City chemistry 
professors.

LI Science & Engineering Fair 
Congratulations to Garden City Middle 
School seventh grader Austin Crouchley and 
eighth grader Ian Bailey for being selected 
for second place ribbons (inset) at the 2017 
Long Island Science and Engineering Fair 
(LISEF) on March 23rd. Austin (left) designed 
and built an innovative and responsive solar 
system. Ian discovered an important food 
preservative. Austin and Ian are now invited 
to compete in the national-level Broadcom 
MASTERS competition.

Long Island ChemaginationNYS Pied Piper Award
Garden City High School library media 
specialist Margaux Calemmo was recently 
awarded the NYS Library Association’s Pied 
Piper Award for her creation of a Stress 
Reduction Center for high school students 
in the school library. Mrs. Calemmo is 
pictured above with some of the “maker 
space” bins containing stress-reducing 
activities such as meditative coloring books, 
bead and jewelry-making supplies, and 
origami papers and instructions. 

ABC-TV “Protecting Our Children”
On March 7th, an ABC-TV crew spent the 
day filming at Garden City Middle School. 
A senior producer for ABC’s annual 
“Protecting Our Children” special learned 
of the anti-bullying initiatives taking place 
at the school and requested student and 
teacher interviews for the upcoming 
broadcast. Please tune in on Saturday, April 
29th, 7 p.m. to see some familiar faces.  

Cum Laude at Certamen
On March 21st, Garden City High School’s 
Latin students participated in the annual 
Certamen competition hosted by Suffolk 
Classical Society at SUNY Stony Brook. 
Four students from one of the Latin 3 
teams placed third overall, meriting an 
award cum laude. Pictured here with their 
award plaque are junior students (left to 
right) Michael Liberopoulos, Andrew Tang, 
Matthew Granville, and Philip Acinapuro.  

Italian Poetry
Nine students from Garden City High School 
participated in the American Association 
of Teachers of Italian (AATI) Italian Poetry 
Contest on March 24th. Pictured above 
are two students who earned top awards: 
Nicholas Bambino (silver medal, level four) 
and Alexandra Stefanik (silver medal, level 
three). Christina Bennett, Alexis Spera, 
and Gabrielle Frandina earned Honorable 
Mentions in the competition.
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High School: Hallie Mallozzi (12), colored pencil. 
Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art student Hallie 
Mallozzi created this portrait of a friend holding a 
bird. “This portrait is part of her concentration AP 
portfolio: portraits of friends and family,” said art 
teacher Shawn Uttendorfer. AP art students select a 
topic of personal interest and create multiple pieces 
for a portfolio (the equivalent of taking an academic 
AP final exam) submitted to adjudicators for scoring, 
1-5 (5 being the best). Be sure to stop in to the AP 
Art Show on April 20th, 6:30 p.m. in the high school 
library to view these students’ masterpieces!

High School: Daniella Giammona (12), oil paint. “I 
decided to do this piece because my older sister is 
an artist and she had painted a picture of my dog 
Sparks and me when we were young,” explained 
Daniella. “I wanted a time lapse to show how much 
we grew, yet still look the same. I spent a great 
deal of time on this piece because it meant so 
much to me.” Art teacher: Amanda Marino.

A Song in Their Hearts
   The middle school and high 
school students presented 
spring musicals to “sold out” 
audiences early in March. 
Included here are just a few 
photos from the middle school’s  
production “Singin’ 
in the Rain” and the 
high school’s “Little 
Shop of Horrors.” To 
view complete photo 
albums of each 
musical, visit 
the schools’ 

website 
and click on the “Photo 
Gallery” drop down.

High School: Samantha DeLaCruz (11), 
photography. Sam, a Photo 3 student, captured 
this long-exposure 35mm film photograph and 
hand-colored it in Photoshop. “This image was 
expertly photographed and printed,” said teacher 
Jason Karp. 

Middle School: Rebecca Melkonian (8), colored 
pencil, paint. “Rebecca’s piece was her solution to 
‘Abstracting The Portrait’ project as inspired by the 
work of Pablo Picasso,” commented art teacher 
Joe Wilkonski. “Eighth graders worked from a 
photo of themselves, arranging the images to 
create an abstracted portrait. The students really 
seemed to enjoy the open-ended creativity this 
project afforded them.”  

Locust: Bodhi Dillen (1), mixed media. “The first grade 
artists continued their exploration of landscapes this 
spring,” shared art teacher Nicole Leyland. “This time, 
through the lens of the iconic artist, Gustav Klimt. 
Klimt is recognized for his use of metallic colors and 
decorative pattern emblematic of the Art Nouveau 
style. Our first grade artists used metallic markers, 
organic lines, and decorative detail to recreate the 
beauty of his famous painting - “The Tree Of Life.”
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We request the pleasure of your 
company at these upcoming 

student art events: 
On April 20th, 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the 
Garden City High School Library, 
Advanced Placement Studio Art 
students will present their AP 

portfolio works. 
On Budget Vote Day, May 16th, 3-9 

p.m., please enjoy the district’s 
K-12 art show in the halls of 

Garden City High School.
On May 24th, 7 p.m., eighth 
graders will reveal their self-

portraits in the halls of Garden 
City Middle School, and share 

additional works in the art rooms. 

High School: Reese Bauer (9), acrylic paint. Studio 
Art 1 students in Claire Ellerman’s classes completed 
acrylic paintings of cupcakes using the principles of 
color theory and perspective. Color choices were 
focused on utilizing secondary colors.  

Middle School: Alexander Neuhedel (8), acrylic and 
ink on canvas. This self-portrait was the result of 
using a grid enlargement system. “Alex demonstrated 
an understanding of proportion and color balance 
within his piece,” shared teacher Lori Biondi. “He also 
added elements of his personality that are so vital 
to middle school life. In art class, students can be 
expressive and creative, and this manifests itself in a 
myriad of expression.” High School: Jill Young (9), colored pencil. “In this 

project, we photographed randomly arranged 
board game pieces,” shared Jill. “Our pictures 
varied based on the zoom, angle, and light. After 
picking our best photo, we used the grid system 
to transfer the picture onto paper. Then, we used 
different blends of colored pencils to create the 
most similar color to the picture. We also added 
shadows with complementary colors.”

Stewart: Alexandra Holland (2), mixed media. 
“Students learned about prehistoric cave art and 
drew their own replicas of it using torn paper, 
tempera paints, and oil pastels,” explained art 
teacher Melissa Pashayan. 

Stratford: Yamilet Hernandez (4), tempera paint. “I 
love the way artist Keith Haring created his work using 
simple, bright, colorful cartoon shapes to tell a story,” 
said Yamilet about this fourth grade “Tell Me a Story” 
project.

Middle School: Grace DeAngelo (9), pencil 
drawing. “Students selected an image and used 
the grid system to create their drawings,” said 
art teacher Dennis Fediw. “They used each grid 
square as an opportunity to experiment with 
mark making while focusing equally on value. 
Grace’s piece is truly exceptional!”

Homestead: Kieran Smith (1), pencil. “My students 
explored the area of architecture by reading the story 
‘Iggy Peck Architect’ by Andrea Beaty, and working 
together to construct a structure with building blocks 
inspired by the great landmarks around the world,” 
explained teacher Nicole Leyland. “Kieran chose a 
local historical building, St. Paul’s, to illustrate.”  

Hemlock: Isabella Martinez (K) mixed media. 
“Kindergartners observed various paintings of hearts 
by Pop Artist, Jim Dine, and shared how his artwork 
made them feel - making the connection between 
color and emotion,” said teacher Nicole Leyland. 
“They were inspired to create their own Jim Dine-
style paintings by choosing colors to express an 
emotion within their hearts, and using the opposite 
emotion and colors for a contrasting background.” 

Please Join Us!
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Grades 3- 8 NYS Assessments:  
Mathematics

May 1st-8th

------------------
Due to the weather-related 
school closings this winter, 

regular school days are scheduled 
for Monday, April 17th and 

Friday, May 26th 

   The district’s Reading Curriculum Review 
Committee met recently in preparation for 
its “spotlight year” team presentation of 
research, findings, and recommendations 
to the Board of Education at the June 
6th meeting. Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum Dr. Ted Cannone (above, 
standing) has led the 32-member 
committee in a year-long comprehensive 
K-12 analysis of the district’s current reading 
program with a simultaneous review of 
what state-of-the-art research identifies as 
the components of a successful program. 
“All the evidence we have indicates that we 

Second Super LAC Legislative Breakfast

deliver an excellent outcome,” 
explained Dr. Cannone. The team meets 
monthly to “fine-tune, optimize alignment, 
and minimize ‘drift’ (teacher-to-teacher; 
school-to-school variation). We are working to 
standardize the best of what we are already 
doing and to learn which tools and practices 
are worth adding to our repertoire.” 
   By examining the district’s current 
program through three lenses: materials and 
methods, assessments, and service delivery 
(making student needs drive the schedule, 
not the other way around), Dr. Cannone’s 
team is “working to fill any voids, eliminate 
redundancies, and find areas of interest that 
warrant further investigation.” 
   Team members have attended staff 
development led by Dr. Kay Stahl, Clinical 
Associate Professor of Literacy at New York 
University. Dr. Stahl teaches NYU graduate 
courses and oversees NYU’s Clinical Literacy 
Practicum. Her background includes teaching 
in public elementary and middle school 
classrooms for over 25 years.  

Important Dates:

  Committee work continues in earnest 
this spring. In reflecting on the group and 
their work, Dr. Cannone shared, “In my 
professional career, I’ve never worked with 
educators who are so open about their 
successes as well as their challenges. They 
bring a great deal of experience and insight 
to the group; in addition, there is a shared 
sense that we all learn and grow through 
the curriculum review process. I was 
genuinely awed by the number of teachers 
and administrators who volunteered to 
participate and am very lucky to have so 
many dedicated people on the committee.”

   On March 9th, six New York State legislators 
attended the second Legislative Affairs 
Committee “Super LAC” (Garden City, North 
Shore, Manhasset) breakfast held at the 
Garden City Public Library to discuss the 
districts’  financial concerns in advance of 
state budget discussions in Albany. 
   Pictured above are (left to right) Assembly 
Members Michael Montesano, Ed Ra, 
Charles Lavine, and Anthony D’Urso, and 
Senators Carl Marcellino and Kemp Hannon, 
with Garden City Board Trustee Bob 
Martin (standing) acting as the moderator. 
Discussions for the 90-minute breakfast 
attended by 30 audience members from the 
three districts focused on school budgets, 
state aid, the reformulation of Foundation 
Aid, and modifications to the tax cap.
   To ensure that the interests of the Garden 
City Public Schools and taxpayers are heard 
in Albany, the Board of Education created a 
Legislative Affairs Committee (LAC) in 2013. 
On the advice of local and state legislators to 
expand our numbers, Garden City joined with 
Manhasset and North Shore Public Schools’ 
LACs to form the “Super LAC” in 2014.    
   Since that time, the Super LAC has met on 
a monthly basis to develop numerous letters 

to legislators, including the Governor, hosted 
meetings with legislators on an individual 
basis, and organized two Legislative Breakfasts 
with panels of locally-elected officials to 
discuss education issues.
   Public school districts are not only subject 
to legislation passed in Washington, D.C. and 
Albany, but are subject to mandates from the 
Board of Regents, the governing body that sets 
education policy in New York State. 
   To address the flurry of mandates that have 
taken away local control from high-achieving 
districts like Garden City, Manhasset and 
North Shore in the past few years, the Super 
LAC has also held meetings with Education 
Commissioner MaryEllen Elia, Deputy 
Commissioner D’Agati, and Regent Tilles. 
   At last June’s meeting with Commissioner 
Elia, she requested that the group develop a 
list of unfunded mandates that originate from 
the State Education Department and present 
recommendations for their modification to 
ease the burden of real costs and “opportunity 
costs” (time spent by personnel on 
compliance) to school districts. The Super LAC 
generated the list and recently sent a letter 
with its mandate relief recommendations to 
the Commissioner. 
   Looking forward to the 2017-2018 school 
year, the Super LAC is hopeful that the final 
state aid numbers will reflect the input offered 
to our legislators at the breakfast meeting.
   To view a summary of the actions of the 
Super LAC, including Super LAC Agendas 
and letters from the Super LAC to local 
legislators and the Governor, visit the “Board 
of Education in Action” icon on the district 
website under the sidebar “Board News.”

Curriculum Update
Spotlight Year: Reading 

Summer’s Coming!
Whether it’s 
woodworking in the 
district’s Summer 
Enrichment Program 
(top, left), programming 
robots, code-writing, 
or STEAM-focused problem solving 
during Camp Invention (top, right), 
there is something for every student  
in Garden City Public Schools this 
summer. The Summer Enrichment 
Program offers a wide variety of 
courses for students Pre-K through 
11th grade at Stratford. Check the 
district website on May 1st  to access 
the SEP brochure and registration 
form. For additional questions, please 
contact program director Joe Papa, 478-
1540. Information and the registration 
form for Camp Invention at Stewart 
School, held from June 26th-29th, is 
posted to the district website. 
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Nassau County Champs!

Conference Champions

Boys Swimming & Diving
Congratulations to Boys Swimming and 
coach Anne Sullivan for capturing the County 
title for the fourth consecutive year! Seven 
swimmers qualified for the NY State Finals 
on March 3rd & 4th: Kiernan Brown, John 
Gaffney, Liam Gaffney, George Litviuov, Jacob 
Newmark, John Protano, and Gabriel Ragusa. 

126th Woodstick Classic
Manhasset vs. Garden City

April 29th

JV Boys: 10 a.m.

JV Girls: 10 a.m.

Men’s Alum Game: 1 p.m.

Girls V: 4 p.m.

(continued on page 8)

County Fencing Titles
Boys Fencing captured the County title in 
January with Philip Acinapuro moving on to 
win the County’s Individual Gold medal in 
Foil. Philip was also named “All 
Long Island.” On the girls side, 
Tia Petrides won the Individual 
Gold medal in Foil for the 
second consecutive year. Philip 
and Tia are pictured here with 
Boys Coach of the Year Kevin 
Oliver, also so named for the second consecutive 
year, and Girls fencing coach Denise Holz. 

Wrestling
On January 18th, the GC wrestling team 

ended a very successful season by defeating 
Jericho and clinching the Conference title,” 
shared coach Mark Czachor. “Coaches 
Czachor, Beihoff, and Hepworth would like to 
thank the wrestlers for all their hard work, 
and the parents for  their support through 
out the year!”

q

q

Boys Bowling
“Our Boys Bowling won their 4th 
conference title in a row and made the 
Nassau County Tournament for the first 
time in 15 years,” shared coach Crystal 
Logue-Boyd. “We finished in 10th place in 
the County. Junior Harrison Ernst made the 
individual tournament by ending with a 
205 average (200 average gets you into the 
tournament) - outstanding!” 

q

q

Boys Basketball
“Boys’ Basketball finished with a 10-2 in 

Conference A1,” said coach Jim Hegman. 
“This great record recognized the team as 
Co-Conference champions. The last time the 
Trojans won the Conference Championship 
was in 2007. Andrew DeSantis (inset) was 
awarded Conference Player of the Year and 
All County honors along with Kevin Mc Niff, 
while Matthew Granville and Tyler Soutar 
were awarded All Conference.” 

q

It
 Can Wait

The Steep Price of Distracted Driving 
   On Friday, March 24th, A. T. & T. teamed up 
with the GC PTA, and NYS Assemblyman Ed 
Ra to bring Jacy Good and her husband Steve 
to speak to Garden City High School students 
about the dangers of distracted driving. Jacy 
shared her story of the tragic auto accident 
that left half her body paralyzed and killed 
both her parents as they returned home 
from her college graduation. To avoid hitting 
a mini-van that went through a red light 
when the driver was distracted, a semi-
truck loaded with liquid cargo veered into 
oncoming traffic, hitting Jacy’s parents’ 
car head-on. Her father, who was driving, 
was killed instantly, and her mother, who 
was not wearing a seat belt, passed away 
shortly thereafter. Jacy was wearing her seat 
belt, but broke multiple bones, suffered a 
traumatic brain injury, and, after a 9-hour 
surgery, was given a 10% chance of survival. 
Jacy spent months in the hospital and in 
rehab. Fast forward nine years - Jacy now 
spends her time traveling the country with 
her husband spreading the word about the 
true costs of distracted driving. 
   In the top photo, members of the high 
school’s SADD (students Against Destructive 
Decisions), join Jacy and husband Steve 
(standing, center), A.T. & T.’s Regional 
Director of External Affairs Brandon Ray (left), 
Assembyman Ed Ra (right), and (kneeling) 
Principal Nan McLaughlin and PTA HS 
Director Beth Spirakis.  
   Jacy is pictured in the lower photo sharing  
a PET Scan of the same brain fully engaged 
while driving (left) and the distracted brain 
(right). “Biologically, we can’t do two things 
at once,” Jacy told the students. “You can 
be looking, but not seeing.”  She also shared 
some startling statistics: 
• 1 in 4 crashes are due to cell phone use; 
• 1,000 people are injured and 15 are 

killed every day due to distracted driving; 
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Honored for Service
   Congratulations 
to four outstanding 
individuals who were 
honored with awards 
at the March 20th 
SCOPE Annual School 
District Awards: 
GCHS PTA Director 
Beth Spirakis 
(Community 
Service - top 
with Principal 
McLaughlin); 
GCHS‘s Ralph 
D’Ambrosio 
(Teacher Service 
- middle with Principal 
McLaughlin and wife 
Cindy); Tim Schoelle 
(Support Staff Service); 
and Pat Galano 
(Administration Service 
- bottom with SCOPE 
Executive Director 
George Duffy). 
   SCOPE Education Services, founded 
in 1964, is a private, not-for-profit 
organization, permanently chartered by 
the New York State Board of Regents to 
provide services to school districts in New 
York State. Services offered to local school 
districts include programs for educators, 
parents and children.       

• Hands-free or not, even just talking on 
a phone makes a driver 4X more likely 
to crash.

   A.T. & T.’s Brandon Ray showed a video 
featuring auto accident survivors and 
family members of young drivers killed by 
distracted driving, and asked students to 
take the “It Can Wait” pledge. 
   “Everyone has cell phones,” commented 
Assemblyman Ra (pictured above taking 
the “It Can Wait” pledge). “And they’re 
just sitting there while you are driving - 
whatever comes in, a tweet, a Facebook 
notification, any social media notification, it 
CAN wait.”
   Jacy has brought her “Hang Up and Drive” 
message to 735 schools to date, traveling 
across the nation. Steve and Jacy’s story can 
be accessed at: hangupanddrive.com. 
   Jacy is featured in the newest “It Can 
Wait” video, which she shared during the 

Distracted Driving
(continued from page 7) high school assembly. 

   Drivers can take the pledge online 
and learn about cell phone apps that 
automatically shut off the phone when it is 
moving: www.itcanwait.com.
   The district would like to express its 
gratitude to the GC PTA for its “Don’t Text 
and Drive” Campaign over the past three 
years. The signs on school grounds are a 
great reminder, and there has been so much 
more. The initiative has been so successful 
that, on April 20th, Mrs. Spirakis and the GC 
PTA will be honored with the Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Partner Award in the high 
school auditorium for their efforts. 

   “The Garden City PTA sponsors the Safe 
Driving Campaign to raise awareness about 
the devastating effects of distracted driving 
to students, parents, and the community,” 
shared Mrs. Spirakis (second from left). “We 
hope parents and students take the GCHS 
Pledge to drive safely; that they lead by 
example as drivers; advocate for themselves 
as passengers; and make the simple choice 
to just drive.” 

Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee


