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Online

   Please join us on Thursday, Friday, or 
Saturday, November 19th - 21st as the high 
school Masquers present Ken Ludwig’s 
hilarious comedy, Leading Ladies. Show 
times are 4 p.m. on Thursday and 7 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday. Attention Senior 
Citizens: A special performance for Garden 
City’s senior citizens, students, and teachers 
will take place on Thursday, November 
19th. A FREE buffet dinner will be provided 
for our senior citizens by the Garden City 
Teachers’ Association (GCTA) at 3:30 p.m. 
in the high school cafeteria. Kindly RSVP 
for the senior citizen dinner and show by 
emailing Ms. Patty Mannion: mannionp@
gcufsd.net; or call (516) 478-2445. To 
purchase all other tickets, click here. 

(continued on page 4)

Legislative Affairs 
Committee

...Online
Art work by Maggie Kenna (4), Stratford Avenue Dylan Henry (4) Julianna Vinci (4)

   The Board of Education’s Legislative 
Affairs Committee (LAC) has met 
each month of the new school year, 
above with the Super LAC (Garden 
City, Manhasset, and North Shore) to 

Speak Up, Garden City!
   Under public pressure, a paradigm 
shift in educational policy making may 
be poised to take place in New York 
State. A new Chancellor of the Board 
of Regents, will step into the role as 
of April 1st, a new Commissioner of 
Education, MaryEllen Elia, has been 
appointed, new members have been 
elected to the Board of Regents, and a 
new Education Chair, Carl Marcellino, 
has taken the reins in the NY Senate.  
   Two separate state-level task forces, 
one set up by Governor Cuomo and 
the second by Commissioner Elia, are 
currently charged with collecting public 
feedback and making recommendations 
regarding how to address the education 
reform issues that have arisen in New 
York State. The two task forces are 
seeking public input by running parallel, 
but very different online surveys. 
   The Governor’s Common Core Task 
Force survey is brief and allows for 
open-ended responses anchored in a 
proposal/solution format. Click here to 
access the Governor’s survey. 
   The state Education Department’s 
(NYSED) survey is very specific, allowing 
for respondent comment on each 
Common Core Learning Standard. 
To access NYSED’s survey, click here. 
These surveys have a limited lifespan 
(November 30th), so Garden City 
parents and residents who would 
like to submit input should do so as 
soon as possible. Click here to access 
the Superintendent’s Letter to the 
Community about this survey.

   Go Trojans! From future students in 
strollers surveying the happenings to 
the broad smiles of the many returning 
Garden City alums, including many 
celebrating their 50th reunion, the 
maroon and gray was worn proudly at 
this year’s October 17th Homecoming. 
With a bright, sunny day as a backdrop, 
the Homecoming Parade, led by 2015 
Grand Marshal recently retired Garden 
City Middle School Assistant Principal Mrs. 
Susan Lee, and a rousing football game 
brought Spirit Week across the school 
district to a close. No words could sum 
up the positive, community-affirming 
feelings of the week’s events better than 

Homecoming Parade 
& Football Game

Spirit Week Pep Rally

the moments and expressions captured in 
the photo albums linked to the accompanying 
images. Just click on each to view!

Education Updates

Board of Education 
Recognition

   After Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen’s 
summation of the hard work accomplished 
by Garden City’s elected Board of 
Education at the October 17th meeting, the 
audience members expressed their thanks 
with a standing ovation. Board members 
serve without pay to maintain the high 
quality of education for which Garden City 
is well known. Pictured here are (left to 
right): Trustees William C. Holub and Laura 
Hastings, President Angela Heineman, Vice 
President Tom Pinou, and Trustee Robert 
Martin. Thank you!
 

http://www.kenludwig.com/leading_ladies/leading_ladies.php
mailto:mannionp%40gcufsd.net?subject=Fall%202015%20Senior%20Citizen%20Dinner%20RSVP
mailto:mannionp%40gcufsd.net?subject=Fall%202015%20Senior%20Citizen%20Dinner%20RSVP
https://search.seatyourself.biz/webstore/webstore.html?event=.&domain=gardencityhs
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/
http://www.ny.gov/content/common-core-task-force-input
http://www.ny.gov/content/common-core-task-force-input
http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/Superintendents%20Letter%20Regarding%20Common%20Core%20Learning%20Standards%20Survey.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/domain/1206
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/7509
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/7510


2

Launching New Initiatives

Click on the image above to view a fourth grade 
team’s successful attempt to save Superman. 

   Keep up with the latest weather closings, 
school news, and sports announcements 
by following the district’s twitter feeds: 

District: GCUFSD
High School: Garden City HS; 

High School Athletics: GC_Athletics_
Stewart: StewartSchoolGC
Stratford: StratfordAveGC

Locust: LocustSchoolGC
   

   You’ve shared some 
wonderful stories of 
district employees who 
have gone above-
and-beyond for you 
or your child through 
our Success-o-gram 

program. Please continue to help us 
recognize acts of kindness and assistance. 
It’s easy - just click here and share your 
story through our private, electronic 
mailbox. Selected submissions will help us 
honor the district’s deserving employees.

Submit a Success-o-gram

Class of 2016 Profile

Save 
Superman

   The excitement was palpable during the 
October 13th Board of Education meeting 
at Stewart School as fourth-graders 
demonstrated the vehicles they created to 
“Save Superman,” one of the school’s recent 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math) problem-based learning units. To 
learn more about this initiative and see more  
hands-on learning, click here.

   Dr. Rita Melikian 
(left), Director 
of Educational 
Technology, 
presented a summary 
of initiatives in 
instructional 
technology at the 
October Board of 
Education Work 
Session. “Currently, 

we have 590 iPads and 650 Chromebooks 
available,” explained Dr. Melikian. As per 
past recommendations from the Technology 
Task Force, two new positions were created 
to assist in implementing a 1:1 technology 
initiative. “This was the right time for us to 
launch this initiative,” shared co-presenter 
instructional technology specialist Lauren 
Maguire. “Teachers and students were ready 
to explore the digital world and we could 
provide the support they needed. Teachers 
have embraced the new technology, 
making use of secure Google classrooms 
to go paperless, and to support the 
district’s instructional vision of innovation, 
collaboration, exploration, inquiry-based 
and self-directed learning, problem-solving, 
and creativity.” As one of the two additional 
technology positions, Mrs. Maguire is 
involved at the classroom level in each of the 
district’s seven schools modeling lessons for 
teachers and facilitating use of instructional 
technology on 
an on-demand 
basis. She is 
pictured at 
right with 
Mr. Peter 
Colavito, the 
new IT aide, in 
a fourth grade classroom teaching a lesson 
about symbols using Nearpod, an iPad app 
that allows each student to independently 
interact with the teacher while providing 
real-time assessments. Through their 
iPads, students took virtual field trips to 

four national monuments, 
the Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington Monument, 
Mount Rushmore, and the 
Statue of Liberty, 
exploring each 
at their own 
pace, viewing 
the monuments 
as if they 
were actually 
there. The 
view changed 
seamlessly as students’ moved their iPads 
to “look around.” By clicking on the image 
above, readers can see and hear the burst of 
enthusiasm the students experienced.   
   Also co-presenting at the teachnology 
summary was Margaux Calemmo, the high 
school’s library media specialist. She shared  
information about the 23 Google Chromebook 
carts including two on-demand carts available 
to teachers who are not using Chromebooks 
in the classroom on a daily basis. Additionally, 
students have access to 12 computers in the 
Mac lab, 28 PCs in the regular lab, and the 
iPads mounted above the library’s reference 
stacks. 
   Assistive technology specialist Ruth 
Fuller focused on the “everywhere and 
anytime” aspect of supporting accessibility 
to all learners. “Whenever we can be less 
restrictive, we like to do this.”
   “We haven’t lost sight that this is a big 
investment. “Everything we do to support 
instruction has a cost attached to it,” Dr. 
Melikian stated. “The district’s ongoing and 
projected instructional technology needs, 
including the development and submission 
of the district’s application for SMART 
School Bond monies to the state Education 
Department, is the charge of the reconvening 
Technology Task Force. Click here to view Dr. 
Melikian’s entire presentation.
   Another exciting STEAM development is 
taking place at the high school. New York 
Master Teacher Michael Stano has launched 
the district’s first engineering course of the 
Project Lead The Way (PLTW) initiative. 
Freshman and sophomores who chose the 
elective are mastering challenging concepts 
through activity-, project-, and problem-based 
learning. Stay tuned for more on this exciting 
new elective as the students move further 
into the school year.
   Technology in the district’s classrooms can 
take many forms to facilitate teaching and 
learning. As one final example, click on the 
image below to see how Hemlock students 
recently created a PSA (Public Service 
Announcement) about bus safety - thank 
you to music teacher Deanna Cupolo and 
kindergarten 
teacher Joanne 
Koncick.   

Connect to Learn More
   This e-newsletter includes  hyperlinks 
to videos, websites, and other 
resources. By clicking on any maroon, 
italicized body text, you will be 
connected to additional information for 
readers to explore at their convenience.

   The Class of 
2016 high school 
profile, the 
document that 
accompanies 
college 
applications 
submitted by 
the high school’s 
guidance 
counselors, has 
been posted to 

the district website. The profile provides 
comprehensive information about the 
academic indicators of the Class of 2015. 
Just click on the image above to view.

Fire Safety
   October was Fire Safety Month and a 
good time to review fire safety tips with 
students. At Locust, kindergartners were 
treated to an in-school field trip aboard 

a 1923 pumper 
truck to impress 
the importance of 
a family plan. To 
view coverage of 
this event by Fox 
News, click on the  
image at left.  

https://twitter.com/GCUFSD
https://twitter.com/Garden_City_HS
https://twitter.com/GC_ATHLETICS_
https://twitter.com/StewartSchoolGC
https://twitter.com/StratfordAveGC
https://twitter.com/LocustSchoolGC
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us//cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=108
https://youtu.be/8J-TSuM6iyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPn4An3tVL8
https://plus.google.com/+Googleclassrooms/posts
http://www.nearpod.com/
https://www.google.com/chromebook/
http://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/news/2014/november/statewidesmartschoolsbondactallocations.pdf?la=en
http://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/news/2014/november/statewidesmartschoolsbondactallocations.pdf?la=en
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/tech%20update%20boe%2010%206.pdf
https://www.pltw.org/
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=11449&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5052&PageID=1
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=11449&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5052&PageID=1
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/2016GCHSPROFILE.pdf
https://youtu.be/E4GNdfpCi8Q
https://youtu.be/0UvkyUpbCOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEElD-oJYbk


Garden City Achievers

Nat’l Merit Scholarship Semifinalists
Five Garden City High School seniors were 
named 2016 National Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalists. Pictured here are (seated, 
left to right): Jillian Dane, Yianni Flouskakos, 
Elisabeth McGannon, Elizabeth Rieger, 
and Daniel Vuoso; (standing, left to right) 
guidance counselors Tim Casale, Jeanne 
Kennedy, Natasha Khan, Jim Malone, and 
high school Principal Nanine McLaughlin.

Nat’l Merit Commended Students
Congratulations to the 13 students recently 
named as 2016 National Merit Scholarship 
Commended Students (left to right): Katelyn 
Focella, Robert Brosnan, Lindsay Grippo, 
John Casler, Cristin Crowley, Jake Curry, 
Keyin Lu, Andreas Petrides, Collier Curran, 
Yang Liu, Morgan Hermann, John Riceman, 
and Dessie DiMino with Principal Nanine 
McLaughlin.

(continued on page 4)

National Top 100 Schools
For the fifth consecutive year, 
Garden City High School was 
recognized by W!SE (Working 
in Support of Education) as one 
of the top 100 schools in the 
nation for financial literacy. Teachers Reid 
Sclafani (back, left) and Dr. Erin McKinstry 
(back, right) were designated as Gold Star 
teachers. They are pictured with students 
who achieved above 95% (standing) Sean 
Rode, James Buckley, Brian Leggett; (seated) 
Joe Gillespie, Zach Mauceri, Jaclyn Baymack, 
John Schlicte, Colin Paskewitz. (absent: 
Pierce Senken, and Matt Giraldo). 

NYSSMA All-State Musicians
Pictured here are Garden City High School’s 
2015 All-State musicians with (left to right) 
Marching Band teacher Brandon Psenicka and 
vocal teacher Stephen Mayo: seniors Emily 
Economos (Soprano I, alt.), James Murphy 
(Mixed Chorus, Tenor I), Michael Snyder 
(Wind Ensemble, Eb Clarinet; Bb Clarinet, 
alt.), Andreas Petrides (Violin and Jazz Guitar, 
alt.), Robert Brosnan (Symphony Orchestra, 
Viola), junior Seunghyun Woo (Violoncello, 
alt.), and strings teacher Margaret Gullotta, 
Coordinator of Music Dr. Nina Prasso, and 
Principal Nanine McLaughlin. 

LIAA Scholar Artist
Andreas Petrides, pictured with (left to right) 
Principal Nanine McLaughlin, strings teacher 
Margaret Gullotta, and Dr. Nina Prasso, 
Coordinator for Music and the Arts, was 
named as one of 20 Long Island Arts Alliance 
(LIAA) 2015-2016 Scholar Artists. Andreas, 
a violinist, was honored at the 2015-2016 
LIAA Scholar-Artist Kickoff at Half Hollow Hills 
High School East on September 9th where this 
year’s students were congratulated by New 
York State Regent Roger Tilles. 

Marching Band
The high school Marching Band, pictured 
here performing at Stratford Avenue for 
Spirit Week, has consistently placed in the 
top tier in its division in competition this 
season. In early November, they travel to 
Dover, Delaware  to compete in the U.S. 
Bands Division National  Championship 
with this year’s program, “The Breakup.”
Thus far, the team has chalked up three first 
places, including posting the highest score of 
all bands in Manhasset on October 4th. 

NYSPHSAA School of Distinction
High school scholar athletes were honored 
at the October 13th Board meeting for 
achieving the NYSPHSAA School of 
Distinction award for the 10th time! 
Members of the high school’s 32 varsity 
teams maintained an average GPA of 90 
or higher to achieve the award. Garden 
City’s Athletic Director Dawn Cerrone 
(kneeling, third from right) and Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Appiarius (standing, far 
left) joined the scholar athletes.

National Siemens Science Semifinalist
Congratulations to sophomore Brandon 
Gong for recently being named a National 
Semifinalist in the 2015 Siemens Competition 
in Math, Science & Technology. Brandon 
is pictured here with Principal Nanine 
McLaughlin and science teacher Dr. Steven 
Gordon. “Brandon’s project was one of only 
300 outstanding projects selected,” said 6-12 
science coordinator Dr. Elena Cascio. 
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GRAMMY Semifinalist 5x!
Congratulations to Garden City High School 
for being named a National 2016 GRAMMY 
Signature Schools Semifinalist. This is 
the fifth year in a row, the high school’s 
music program has been so honored. 
Pictured above are music students in James 
McCrann’s Wind Ensemble rehearsing for an 
upcoming concert. The high school will now 
move forward for consideration as a Finalist 
to be announced in March. “Congratulations 
to all our outstanding music educators and 
students,” commented coordinator of music 
and the arts Dr. Nina Prasso.  

http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php#semifinalists
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php#semifinalists
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php
http://www.nationalmerit.org/nmsp.php
http://www.wise-ny.org/documents/1314wiseBlueStarSchools.pdf
http://www.wise-ny.org/documents/1314wiseBlueStarSchools.pdf
http://www.nyssma.org/parents-students/the-all-state-process/
http://longislandartsalliance.org/scholar-artist-awards/
http://yea.org/programs/usbands
http://yea.org/programs/usbands
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/2015NYSPHSAALetter.pdf
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/2015NYSPHSAALetter.pdf
https://siemenscompetition.discoveryeducation.com/
https://siemenscompetition.discoveryeducation.com/
https://www.grammy.org/recording-academy/press-release/grammy-foundation-announces-2015-grammy-signature-schools
https://www.grammy.org/recording-academy/press-release/grammy-foundation-announces-2015-grammy-signature-schools
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Storybook Parades

Liam Mulrooney (2), Stewart School Kara Doherty (2) Abigail Gorman (2)

Angela Heineman
President
Tom Pinou
Vice President
Robert Martin
Trustee
Laura Hastings
Trustee
William C. Holub
Trustee
Robert Feirsen, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Catherine Knight, Ed.D.
Coordinator of Public Information

Garden City Public Schools
56 Cathedral Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us

Inspiring Minds, 
Empowering Achievement, 
Building Community

continue its advocacy work on 
behalf of students and public 

education. At the September meeting, 
Garden City’s LAC set its two-pronged goal 
for the year: addressing the fiscal concerns 
under which the district must operate 
(the Gap Elimination Adjustment, “2%” 
tax cap, and an unprecedented number of 
unfunded mandates) and the educational 
matters that continue to cause concern 
(Common Core Learning Standards, 
state assessments, and the Annual 
Professional Performance Review) in face-
to-face meetings and correspondence 
with state education officials and local 
and state legislators. Garden City’s LAC 
members include Board Vice President 
Tom Pinou, Board Trustee Robert Martin, 
Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen, 
Assistant Superintendent for Personnel 
Dr. Maureen Appiarius, Coordinator of 
Public Information Dr. Catherine Knight, 
and volunteer parents Christine Alkin, 
Joseph Ardito, Douglas Bohn, Ralph Healey, 
Michelle Kaiserman, and Stacey Young.
   In preparation for the November multi-
district Super LAC meeting with NYS 
Commissioner of Education MaryEllen Elia’s 
Chief of External Affairs, Dennis Tompkins, 
the second meeting included members 
of the Super LAC: David Langner, Evan 
Mandery, and Board President Regina Rule 
(Manhasset) and, from North Shore, Board 
Trustee Toni Labbate, Superintendent Dr. 
Edward Melnick, Assistant Superintendent 
for Business Olivia Buatsi, and LAC 
members Amy Beyer, Christine Abbenda 
Hughes, Marty Glennon, and Deb 
McDermott.      
   The  Super LAC discussed the topics and 
questions representatives will explore with 
Mr. Tompkins in November at this time of 
rapid change in state and federal education 
leadership and as Congress works toward 

Legislative Affairs 
Committee

(continued from page 1)

the reauthorization of the federal Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). On 
October 24th, President Obama released a 
Federal Fact Sheet with guidelines designed to 
reduce classroom time spent on testing, clarify 
the role assessments play in education reform, 
and aid states in refocusing education policy 
on teaching and learning.
   As noted on page 1, the Governor and the 
Commissioner are reaching out to parents, 
residents, and educators through two different 
online surveys that will provide valuable 
feedback to inform the task forces as they 
prepare the January 2016 action plan to be 
presented to the Governor. We encourage 
parents and residents to complete these 
surveys as soon as possible. 

Adelphi Leadership Prize
Pictured above are three of Garden City 
High School’s seniors who received the 
Adelphi University Prize for Leadership: 
(left to right) Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Cannone with Elizabeth Rieger, Jennifer 
Beihoff, Alexandra Evans, and Trustee 
Robert Martin. Absent: John Casler, Collier 
Curran, Keyin Lu, and Elisabeth McGannon.

Garden City Achievers

NYSSBA Artists
Nine 5th-12th grade students had work 
selected to the New York State Art Teachers 
Association Student Art Exhibit to represent 
Garden City at the 96th NYSSBA Convention 
held on October 18-20. Congratulations 
to Kathryn Gillan (12), Mary Vivian Schott 
(12), Hallie Mallozzi (10), Delaney Sugrue 
(10), Claire Schick (8), James Haedrich (5), 
Amanda Pinou (5), Nicoletta Sperduto (5), 
and Emma Carey (3). 

Stewart Stratford

High SchoolMiddle School

All-County Musicians
Congratulations to 79 of Garden City’s 
grades 5-12 young musicians selected as 
Nassau County All-County musicians by the 
New York State School Music Association 
(NYSSMA). The students will perform at 
NYSSMA’s Festival Concerts to be held at 
the Tilles Center in January.  

Unity Day

   On the last school day in October, schools 
across the district marked the occasion by 
holding Storybook Parades and Halloween 
celebrations. Below, Homestead Principal Dr. 
Suzanne Viscovich poses with three fellow 
“minions” at the start of 
Homestead’s Storybook Parade. 
To be linked to a slide show of 
photos from all the schools, click 
on the image.  

   Across the nation, schools observed Unity 
Day on October 22nd, raising awareness about  
bullying in all its forms. In Garden City Public 
Schools, K-12 students were encouraged to 
wear orange to show support, hope, and 
unity. Above, Locust students are guided 
in a discussion about uniting for kindness, 
acceptance, and inclusion by social worker, Lori 
Schneider, who visited each class at Hemlock, 
Homestead, and Locust. 

http://www.ed.gov/esea
http://www.ed.gov/esea
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-testing-action-plan
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-testing-action-plan
http://about.adelphi.edu/community-engagement/prize-for-leadership/
http://www.nysata.org/nyssba-exhibit
http://www.nysata.org/nyssba-exhibit
http://nmea.us/
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/7537
http://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/unity-day.asp
http://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/unity-day.asp

