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Introducing the Proposed 2019-2020 Budget
Dear Community Members,
This e-newsletter highlights our budget process and our students’ recent
achievements. Please take a moment to review their accomplishments and
see the teaching and learning that is taking place in our classrooms.
We are deeply into the budget process. At the February 5th Board of
Education Meeting, an overview of the Superintendent’s Budget and a
Review of Revenues was presented. I am pleased to share that this budget
complies with New York State’s tax levy cap. Over the next few weeks,
details of our instructional and capital initiatives will be presented. All
budget information can be accessed on our district website at: Budget Overview for 2019-2020.
The driving force behind our budget is our Mission Statement. We want each student to grow and achieve an
optimal level of academic, social, and personal success. We want our students to develop an enthusiasm for
learning, a respect for self and others, and the skills to become creative independent thinkers and problem solvers.
We look forward to sharing more about our expanded course offerings and improvements to our infrastructure at
the upcoming Budget Work Sessions. The 2019-2020 budget is a work in progress. We encourage you to join us at
the meetings listed below and look forward to hearing from you as we continue the budget development.
Kusum
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Budget Fast Facts

Dr. Sinha introduced the proposed 2019-2020 school district budget with an “Overview of the Superintendent’s Budget and Revenues.”
Click here to access the presentation. Audio is also available by clicking here.
Below are a few budget fast facts:
• The proposed budget = $117,999,968
• Budget-to-budget increase = $2,194,685 or 1.90%
• Projected tax levy increase = 2.08% (with STAR)
• Maximum allowable tax levy = 2.08% (Budget is at Cap)
• Simple majority is needed for passage
• Ensures the continued tradition of excellence in teaching and learning
• Maintains and expands course offerings
• Maximizes the use of personnel at all levels
• Adheres to the Board of Education’s class size guidelines
• Continues to enhance the use of technology
• Provides a safe learning environment
• Ensures all school buildings and facilities continue to be safe, clean, well-maintained, and energy efficient
Remaining Board of Education meetings (8:15 p.m. Garden City High School):
March 6: Budget Work Session #3: All Non-Instructional Areas/Administrative and Capital Components
March 12: Budget Work Session #4: Instructional Components I
April 10: Budget Work Session #5: Instructional Components II
April 16: Regular Board Meeting; District Budget Adoption
May 14: Work Session; Budget Hearing
May 21, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.: Budget Vote and Election

ot
Headlines from the
Classroom

Students across the District
have been immersed in learning
this winter. From mastering writing and
reading skills
at the primary
level (left) to
competing
in local and
national
competitions
at the
high school level, students have been
challenged to achieve their personal
best. Units of study based on STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Mathematics) could be seen at the
elementary level where fourth graders in
Mrs. Carr’s class at Stewart worked in small
groups to select an ecosystem, research
food webs and
food chains, and
create a marble
maze (right) that
wove its way
from producer
(the sun) to
consumer (prey/
predator), to
scavenger to
decomposer.
“The groups
presented and
everyone got to
try the different
mazes,” shared Mrs. Carr.

At Stratford, technology teacher Mr. Davola
met with classes to instruct about digital
citizenship as an extension to the school’s
character education work. Students created
comic book strips using Google to depict
situations in which
they needed to apply
digital citizenship.
Readers can view the
template and advance
through the project
slides by clicking here.
A partnership between Stratford’s and
Homestead’s fourth grade and kindergarten
“buddies” resulted in a wonderful event at
Garden City’s Senior Center. The buddies
worked together to create hard copy
Valentines for the seniors that digitally
morphed through the app Quiver into 3-D
images when
viewed
through iPads
(right). The
buddies also
created small
gifts for each
senior.
In a crosscurricular lesson at Stewart, music teacher
Mrs. Grace and art teacher Ms. Pashayan
worked together to present a project based on
the works of artist/musician Vasily Kandinsky.

Upcoming Events

The works challenged fifth graders to
interpret music
as line, color,
pattern, and
design (right).
Below is just one
example
of the
project,
Gracyn
Henry’s
final
piece.
Others
are currently on display at the school.
At Garden City Middle School, seventh
grade science students participated in an
in-school field trip offered by Cold Spring
Harbor Labs. To
view a video of the
experiment, click here
or on the photo.
At GCHS, the
VEX Robotics Club
members continued
to hone their vehicles.
Click here or on
the photo to view a
short video of the
team at a recent
VEX competition at
Vaughn College.

Transportation Request

On Friday, March 15th at 7 p.m. & Saturday,
March 16th at 1 p.m. & 7 p.m., Garden City
Middle School’s Music Box Players will present
Aladdin, Jr. Audiences are going to love this
exciting stage adaptation of Aladdin, Jasmine,
and the fast-talking Genie as they discover
Please join us on Friday, March 8th, 7 p.m. mystical caves, take magic carpet rides, and
th
or Saturday, March 9 , 7 p.m., when Garden outwit the evil sorcerer, Jafar. Purchase tickets
City High School presents Play On!, a zany
by emailing Kristen Aguilo: aguilok@gcufsd.net.
play-within-a-play, by Rick Abbot. The show
focuses on the pitfalls that can occur in a
production by a local theater company.
Please click here to purchase tickets online.
Please mark your
calendars and join us
Attention GC Senior
on March 28th, 6:30
Citizens: Please join
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at
us for a FREE buffet
The Garden City Hotel.
dinner courtesy
Please don’t miss
of the Garden
out! The deadline
City Teachers’
to purchase tickets is
Association on Thursday, March 7th, 3:30
March 21st. Click here
p.m. for dinner, and 4 p.m. for a dress
to purchase tickets to
rehearsal of Play On! Please register your
this wonderful annual PTA event!
attendance by calling, 478-2222.

GC PTA Dinner

Requests for student
transportation at the district’s
expense to non-public schools
must be filed by parents with
the district annually, prior to
April 1st. Transportation Request Forms are
available on the District website.

Afternoon Tea

Our 10th Year!
Garden City Public School’s 10th Annual
Afternoon Tea, FREE to registered resident
senior citizens and past parents, will take
place on Thursday, May 2nd, 3:30 p.m. at
Garden City High School. Please join us for
a delicious Afternoon Tea and light lunch
with performances by our talented musical
groups, Ladies Hat Contest, and more!
Tickets are limited, so be sure to register
soon by completing the ticket form available
by clicking here.
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Academic, Artistic, & Athletic Achievements

2019 Co-Valedictorians and Salutatorian

Congratulations to Garden City High School’s
Class of 2019 Co-Valedictorians Cassidy
Go (left) and Elsie Schaubeck (center) and
Salutatorian Aidan Padala. Cassidy and
Elsie, who both achieved a weighted GPA
of 100.37, will be joined by Aidan (100.12
GPA) at the June 29th Commencement
Ceremony. Principal Nanine McLaughlin
commented, “We are very proud of the hard
work and dedication of our top students.”
Congratulations Cassidy, Elsie, and Aidan:
Best wishes for a bright and happy future!

Nat’l Merit Scholarship Finalists

Four Garden City High School seniors were
recently elevated to 2019 National Merit
Scholarship Finalists. Pictured here are
(left to right) guidance counselors Karen
Whiston and Natasha Khan, NMS Finalists
Aidan Padala, Aidan Coyne, Chloe Rogers,
and Patrick Heavey, with guidance counselor
Patrick Doyle and Assistant Principal Kevin
Steingruebner. Since 2009, the high school
has had 33 seniors named as Finalists in the
National Merit Scholarship competition.

Nat’l Award for GCHS Literary Magazine

The National Council of Teachers of English
awarded the “Inkspots,” Garden City High
School’s literary magazine, a “Superior”
ranking for the 2018-19 edition of its literary
magazine. “I feel this publication is close to
my heart - a writer owns creative works - it
comes from you,” said club president Allison
McDonald. Congratulations to (left to right)
library media specialist Margaux Calemmo,
Carolyn Kiely, Kelly McDonald, Allison
McDonald, Alexandra Adams, Julia DiCaprio,
and English teacher Catherine Oriani.

GCHS Class of 2018

NYS Highest Advanced Regents Diplomas

According to the State Education
Department’s NYS Report Card, Garden
City High School‘s Class of 2018 achieved
the highest percentage of students who
graduated with Advanced Regents Diplomas
in New York State. “As per the NYS School
Report Card, our Advanced Regents Diploma
rate for the Class of 2018 is 93.9%, the
highest on Long Island and, among districts
in NYS that report this data to NYS, the
highest in the state,” shared Principal
McLaughlin.

News 12 Scholar Athlete

On February 5th, GCHS senior and twosport athlete Trevor Yaboah-Kodie was
named a News 12/Bethpage Federal Scholar
Athlete. Trevor is pictured here holding his
$1,000 scholarship check with (left to right)
Varsity Football head coach Dave Ettinger,
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha,
Bethpage Federal’s Business Development
Manager Chris Croken, Principal Nanine
McLaughlin, and Athletic Director Dawn
Cerrone. Click here to view the News 12
Scholar Athlete segment.

Hispanic Heritage Essay Grand Prize

Congratulations to Garden City Middle
School eighth grader Ana Bucevic for being
selected as the middle level grand prize
winner in Altice’s Hispanic Heritage Essay
Contest. Ana wrote about a Peruvian
subsistence farmer-turned-activist, Máxima
Acuña de Chaupe, who inspired her.
Joining Ana for the award ceremony was
her mother, Myra Recon-Bucevic (left),
grandmother Anka Bucevic, and Spanish
teacher Señora Vicky Linardos (right). Ana
was awarded a check for $1,500 by Altice.

Spanish Scholarship

GCHS senior Daniel Ramirez, pictured here
with 6-12 World Language coordinator
Mr. Peter Giacalone, was one of 30 students
to receive a scholarship supported by New
York Mets Latino Leaders Program and
WellCare to study at Saint John’s University.
Daniel is enrolled in College Spanish 5 at
the high school. He was also invited to a
Scholarship Dinner hosted by WellCare held
at CitiField in the late fall. “Congratulations
to Daniel on his scholarship award!”
commented Mr. Giacalone.
(continued on page 4)

Carnegie Hall Honor Concert Chorus

Congratulations to Garden City High School
seniors Elizabeth Fetherston and Garrett
Treanor (inset - with music teacher Stephen
Mayo and Principal McLaughlin) for being
selected and performing in the Honors
Performance Series Vocal Ensembles at
Carnegie Hall from February 7-11, 2019.
Elizabeth, accepted to the Girls Chorus, and
Garrett selected to the Mixed Chorus, spent
multiple days at the program, worked with
world-famous conductors, and were joined
by talented students from around the world.

Debate Club Wins City Cup

On February 8th, the Speech and Debate
Club at Garden City Middle School clashed
in a debate tournament with West End
Secondary School (WESS) of Manhattan.
This is the second time the schools facedoff against each other; last year WESS
prevailed, this year it was GCMS. Pictured
here with the “City Cup” are (left to right):
Tara Murphy, Entong Guo, Laila Smith, Julia
Cherchever, Sophia Wang, Mr. John W.
Cronin (Club Advisor), Raymond Byrnes, Erin
Gately, Celia Hearon, and Elaine Wang.
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Academic, Artistic, & Athletic Achievements

MYO Vocal Award

Congratulations to seventh grader
Maria Gaztanaga who won third place
at The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of
New York’s (MYO) Concerto and Vocal
Competition Finalists Concert on February
6th at the Congregational Church in
Centerport. “This was a great honor and
we should be proud to have such talented
students and inspirational teachers,” said
coordinator Dr. Nina Prasso (left). Standing
next to Maria is vocal teacher, Ms. Amanda
Conte, and GCMS Principal Dr. Peter Osroff.

Most Valuable of Final NC Swim Meet

“I was surprised,” commented GCHS junior
Jake Newmark about being named Most
Outstanding Competitor at the final 2019
Nassau County Swimming Championships.
Perhaps it shouldn’t come as too much of a
surprise since Jake’s favorite event over the
five years he’s been competing has been the
freestyle. He broke two County records: the
200 freestyle and the 500. Jake is pictured
here with coach Anne Sullivan and Athletic
Director Dawn Cerrone.

Nassau Math Tournament

The Nassau County Mathematics
Tournament was held at SUNY Old
Westbury on February 1st. Approximately
600 students from across the county
competed. GCHS junior James Zheng
finished 12th in Nassau County out of
145 juniors. Jenny Zheng, James’ sister,
finished 16th in Nassau County our of 105
freshmen who competed. The students
are pictured above with mathematics
coordinator Mr. Stu Dods (left) and
mathematics teacher Mr. Peter Santoro.

FIRST Lego
Teams

GCMS’s two
Lego Robotics
teams - the
Apollos (top) and the Cosmobots - competed
in the FIRST Lego League Qualifying Meet
on February 2nd at Huntington HS where
Team Apollo won the Project Research
Award. Congratulations to coaches Brittany
Kupferman and Jenna DiLorenzo and all the
team members!

Stewart Opera: La Boheme

Audience members were treated to two
outstanding fifth grade performances of
Puccini’s La Boheme at Stewart School on
January 24th. Under the direction
of music teacher Mrs. Kelly Grace,
the Class of 2026 performed
the school’s 81st opera before
parents and family members,
schoolmates, and students.
Click here to view a
complete album of photos
of both casts.

Stratford Musical: The Jungle Book Kids

And across town, two casts of fifth graders
presented The Jungle Book Kids on February
6th and 7th. Many thanks to music teacher
Matthew Gomm and all
those who helped
our talented students
tell this favorite tale!
To view a complete
album of photos of
both Stratford’s casts,
click here.

Garden City Public Schools
56 Cathedral Avenue
Garden City, New York 11530
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us
: GCUFSD
Inspiring Minds
Empowering Achievement
Building Community

Record WLHS Inductees

On January 15th, the highest number
of Garden City High School students to
date - 113 - were inducted into the high
school’s Spanish, German, Latin, and Italian
language honor society chapters. The
World Language Honor Society Induction
Ceremony included musical interludes, the
lighting of the symbolic candles by student
officers (above), and the recitation of each
chapter’s pledge, led by current honor
society student presidents, co-presidents,
and officers.

Intramural Quiz Bowl

For the 23 time in GCHS history, the top
three Intramural Quiz Bowl teams squared
off for the culminating round of brain-busting
questions. In a tight match, team Dunleavy
edged out the competitors for the 2019
trophy. Pictured are the three teams (left
to right - bottom): Mr. Jim Dunleavy, Mr.
Kevin O’Hagan, and Bryce Morrison (scorer);
top: Maggie McElroy, Dr. Steve Gordon, Kyle
Flynn, Mike Cerenzia, Lukas Lambraia, Aidan
Padala, Greg Buckman, Christian Durante,
Mr. Domenick Esposito, Rosie Lynch, and
Alexandra Michael.
rd

Angela Heineman
President
Tom Pinou
Vice President
William C. Holub
Trustee
Stefanie Granville
Trustee
Michael Cassaro
Trustee
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Catherine Knight, Ed.D.
Coordinator of Public Information
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