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You’re Invited! 
Meet the Board of Education’s Finalist for Superintendent of Schools 

Garden City Public School’s Board of 
Education announced on February 
13th that it had selected Dr. Kusum 
Sinha as its finalist for Superintendent 
of Schools. Dr. Sinha is currently the 
Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources and Leadership Development 
in Chappaqua Central School District, 
Chappaqua, NY. The Board expects to 
appoint Dr. Sinha at a special meeting 
next month, and for her to assume the 

superintendency on July 1st.
   “Assisted by our search consultants, Deborah Raizes and Dr. Robert 
Roelle of Hazard Young Attea & Associates, the Board conducted 
an extensive search process, including three rounds of personal 
interviews, as well as in-depth background and reference checks,” 
explained the Board in a letter to the community. “Dr. Sinha emerged 
as the ideal person to lead our district to higher levels of excellence 
and fulfill our mission statement—Inspiring Minds, Empowering 
Achievement, Building Community. 
   The Board was impressed with her range and depth of experience 
in educational leadership, including administration of instructional 

programs, human resources, special education, negotiations, 
budgeting, long-range planning and public relations. In addition, 
Dr. Sinha has a deep understanding of instructional development 
and teacher effectiveness in high-performing school districts. She 
utilizes a goal-oriented, systems based, collaborative approach, and 
passionately believes in the potential of all students and their ability 
to reach their personal best. Our community forums and surveys 
identified the desire for an articulate, thoughtful, approachable, 
student-centered leader as its next Superintendent; that is what we 
have found in Dr. Sinha.
   The Board anticipates appointing and introducing Dr. Kusum Sinha 
to the Garden City community at a special meeting on March 13th, 
to be held at Garden City High School at 7:30 p.m. A reception will 
be held immediately following the board meeting. 
   The Garden City community - from parents and students to 
residents, teachers and staff members - contributed time and effort 
in assisting our consultants in the development of the Leadership 
Profile which guided the selection process. “The Board is deeply 
grateful to all of you, the members of our school community, for 
your support during the search process. Please join us in welcoming 
Dr. Sinha to Garden City. We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, 
March 13th.”

School Safety & Security
   Recent tragic events have heightened parents’ and residents’ 
concerns about the safety and security of our students in our school 
buildings. Please be assured that the District takes this issue very 
seriously. Our schools serve as a nexus of activity for our students, 
teachers and staff during school hours, and for the greater Garden 
City community after-hours. It is vitally important that our buildings 
are secure and that our students, staff, and community members feel 
safe. The District has invested considerable time, effort and resources 
to upgrade all exterior and interior door locks, key cards, cameras, 
lighting, and speaker systems. We are working with a private school 
security company and a team from Homeland Security to complete a 
comprehensive analysis of our district’s and our schools’ safety and 
security protocols. We have implemented “emergency only” video 
sharing with the Garden City Police Department. Administrators meet 
regularly on the issue, staff are trained in safety protocols, and our 
students participate in unannounced emergency drills in their school 
buildings and on their buses throughout the year. We have mental 
health support available throughout the District from counselors, 
social workers, and psychologists. 
   We also reach out to you, our parents and community members, 
to help. We all can play an important role in keeping our community 
safe. Maintain an open dialogue with your children, their teachers, 
and school staff. Many students have sought out or been exposed 
to images and news stories that are disturbing and difficult to 
understand. Help them to talk through their concerns. Click here to 
access a recent letter to the Garden City community that contains 
useful links for this purpose. 
   For more information about school security and safety, please 
attend the March 7th Board of Education meeting, 8:15 p.m. in Garden 
City High School. Interim Superintendent Dr. Alan Groveman, who has 
experience in this area, will be presenting on the topic.  

   District Administration and the Board of 
Education have held two of five public meetings 
about the proposed 2018-2019 school district 
budget. Click here to access the presentations. 
The proposed budget is a working document and 

residents are welcome to attend upcoming meetings to provide 
input. Below are just a few 2018-2019 budget fast facts and the 
budget calendar:
• The proposed budget = $115,805,283
• Budget-to-budget increase = $3,143,702 or 2.79%
• Projected tax levy increase = 3.54%
• Maximum allowable tax levy = 3.54% (Budget is at Cap)
• Simple majority needed for passage
• Maintains the robust programs that prepares our students for 

the rigors of college and the demands of citizenship
• Recognizes the value of investments in STEAM and continues to 

provide resources for technology upgrades
• Includes funds for capital improvement Five Year Plan
• Maintains RtI, the continuum of special education services, and 

opportunities for diverse learners
• Strategic reductions in staffing overages to maintain compliance 

with the tax levy cap
Remaining Board of Education meetings (8:15 p.m. Garden City High School):
March 7: Budget Work Session #3: Instructional Components I
March 13: Special Session & Community Welcome Reception
March 20: Regular Board Meeting; Budget Work Session #4: 
Instructional Components II
April 11: Work Session #5: Additional Budget Review (if needed)
April 17: Regular Board Meeting; District Budget Adoption 
May 8: Work Session; Budget Hearing
May 15, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.: Budget Vote and Election

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=9442&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=2317&PageID=1
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=9442&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=2317&PageID=1
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/Leadership%20Profile%20Report.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/Leadership%20Profile%20Report.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=7090&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=10488&PageID=1
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=9440&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=2461&PageID=1


Transportation Request 
Deadline

   Requests for student transportation at 
the district’s expense to non-public schools 
must be filed by parents with the district 
annually. Written requests must be received 
by the Business Office, 56 Cathedral 
Avenue, prior to April 1st for the next school 
year. Transportation Request Forms are 
available in the Business Office, at the non-
public school, or by clicking here. 
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Spring 
Continuing Education

Afternoon Tea   Garden City Public School’s Continuing 
Education program inspires students of all 
ages to expand their horizons right here in 
GC. The program offers perennial favorites 
such as art, yoga, and SAT prep, as well 
as new classes and activities. For Spring 
2018, the program is offering a series of 
art trips that include The Museum of the 
City of New York, The Frick Collection, The 
Parrish Art Museum, and The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Interested? Simply click 
here to view the brochure.

   Garden City 
Public School’s 
9th Annual 
Afternoon 
Tea, FREE to 
registered  

resident senior citizens and past parents, 
will take place on Thursday, April 19th, 3:30 
p.m. at Garden City High School. Our TEAm 
of volunteers has many new surprises in 
store for this year’s ladies and gentlemen, 
so please join us for a traditional English 
Afternoon Tea with performances by seven 
musical groups, Ladies Hat Contest, door 
prizes and more! Tickets are limited, so be 
sure to register soon by completing the 
ticket form available by clicking here.

Upcoming Events
in GCPS

 FIRST Lego League Temple STEAM Project

K & 4 Coding Partners

VEX Robotics

   From mastering simple coding language 
to competing in full-blown robotics 
tournaments, Garden City’s K-12 students 
continue to expand their horizons, STEAM-
wise. Pictured at the top left, middle 
schoolers competed in the FIRST Lego 
League (FLL) Qualifying Tournament at 
Mineola High School on February 3rd, with 
the Aquabots being selected to compete in 
the LI Finals at Longwood HS on March 4th. 

Also securing a top prize at the tournament 
was Stewart’s Taco Brothers, pictured 
below being congratulated by the judges 
for achieving the Core Values Gracious 
Professionalism Award. In addition to the 
middle school’s two teams, GC parents 

support an elementary FLL team at Stewart 
and Stratford. Garden City High School 
brought four VEX teams, including its first 
female team (bottom left, pictured with 
coach Vincent Pane), to the February 
10th competition at East Rockaway HS. In 
the center column, kindergartners from 
Hemlock paired with fourth graders at 
Stratford for a STEAM lesson using Ozobots, 
and fifth graders in Mrs. DiMartino’s class 
designed and built models of Aztec and 
Mayan temples. For a behind-the-scenes 
look at these STEAM pioneers, click on each 
photo to be hyper-linked to videos and 
amazing student presentations. 

   On Friday, March 9th, 7 p.m. & Saturday, 
March 10th, 7 p.m., Garden City High School 
Masquers present Brooklyn Boy, a play by 
American playwright Donald Margulies. Tickets 
can be purchased online by clicking here. 
Attention GC Senior Citizens: Please join us for 
a FREE buffet dinner courtesy of the Garden 
City Teachers’ Association on Thursday, March 
8th, 3:30 p.m. for dinner and 4 p.m. for a dress 
rehearsal of the show. Please register your 
attendance by calling, 478-2222. 

Valentines by Stewart second graders 
inspired by Jim Dine,

Melissa Pashayan, art teacher

   On Friday, March 2nd (7 p.m.) & Saturday, 
March 3rd (1 p.m. & 7 p.m.), Garden City 
Middle School’s Music Box Players will 
present Peter Pan, Jr.! Please join us as this 
delightful tale of the lost boys who never 
grew up in Neverland unfolds on the stage 
at the middle school. Meet Wendy, Michael 
and John Darling, Peter and Tinkerbell, the 
Brave Girls, led by the incredible Tiger Lily, 
and the Pirates led by the dreaded Captain 
Hook. Tickets for all three performances can 
be purchased online by clicking here.

GC PTA Dinner
      Please mark your 

calendars and join us 
on March 15th, 6:30 
p.m. to 10:30 p.m.! The 
Annual PTA Dinner at 
The Garden City Hotel 

is a much-anticipated community event with 
raffles and prizes galore, delicious food and 
beverages, and dancing the night away! One 
evening to celebrate what we believe, when 
a community comes together with one voice; 
every child’s potential is Within Reach! Book 
your babysitter and purchase your dinner 
tickets today by clicking here.

A Peek into Peak Activities

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6965&dataid=10306&FileName=2018-2019%20Application.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6968&dataid=10486&FileName=SPRING%202018%20final.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6968&dataid=10486&FileName=SPRING%202018%20final.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/afternoon%20tea.pdf
https://youtu.be/rzzVbxkOVwI
https://youtu.be/894ryrCEPfQ
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/8795
https://youtu.be/G2KmIszP6uY
http://sbpli-lifirst.org/first-lego-league-fll-long-island/events-first-lego-league-fll
https://ozobot.com/products/ozobot-evo?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6em7tdW32QIVAlcNCh2lLQKSEAAYASAAEgITs_D_BwE
https://www.onthestage.com/show/garden-city-high-school/brooklyn-boy-8792
http://our.show/gardencitymiddleschool/4332
http://www.gardencitypta.org/fundraisers/pta_dinner/buy_your_p_t_a_dinner_tickets_now/


Setting the Bar High(er)
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2018 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Congratulations to Garden City High School’s 
Class of 2018 Valedictorian Brandon Gong 
and Salutatorian Kaylah Bozkurtian. Brandon 
and Kaylah, who achieved a weighted GPA 
of 101.882 and 101.589 respectively, will be 
addressing the Class of 2018, faculty, staff, 
and guests at the June 23rd Commencement 
Ceremony. Principal Nanine McLaughlin 
commented, “We are very proud of the hard 
work and dedication of our top students.” 
Congratulations to Brandon and Kaylah - best 
wishes for your continued success!       

FBLA Regionals
GCHS’s business students captured top 
awards in a variety of categories at the 
Future Business Leaders of America 
competition held in January at Hofstra. 
Congratulations to: Madeleine O’Connor, 1st; 
Caroline Feryo, 2nd and 5th; Vincent Aversa, 
2nd; Stephen Michael, 2nd and 4th; Matthew 
Savino, 3rd; Sophie Read, 3rd and 4th; Chase 
Gladd, 4th; T.J. Schmitt, 4th; Jack Arlotta, 4th; 
Ethan DePalma, two 4th places; Nathaniel 
Rust, 4th Nicholas Krawiec, 5th; Anne Sullivan, 
5th; and Dean Trapani, 5th.

GCHS Named NYSED Reward School 
Garden City High School was recently named 
as one of only 155 schools in New York State 
as a Reward School for demonstrating high 
academic achievement. The distinction 
places the school as having scored in the 
top 20 percent statewide in English and 
Mathematics for the past two years, as well 
as having made significant gains in 2016-
2017 exam scores, and not having any large 
achievement gaps in subgroups. The school 
was designated as a National Blue Ribbon 
School earlier this school year.

Carnegie Hall Honor Concert Chorus
Congratulations to Garden City High School 
senior Annalise LoBiondo (inset, left) and 
junior Elizabeth Fetherston (inset, right 
with teacher Steve Mayo) for their recent 
performances in the Honors Series at 
Carnegie Hall (February 1st through 5th). This 
is the third consecutive year GCHS students 
have been chosen for the prestigious 
program; Annalise performed in the series 
last year. Students from across the U.S. and 
five countries joined with prominent guest 
conductors for the concert series. 

AP Advanced Visions
Advanced Placement (AP) art students and 
GCHS seniors Kaylah Bozkurtian (center) and 
Isabel Cara recently had the art works they 
are holding exhibited at Advanced Visions 
14 at the S.A.L. Gallery in the B. Davis 
Library, LIU’s CW Post campus. The young 
artists are students in AP Studio Art class 
with Mr. Shawn Uttendorfer (left). “This 
year’s exhibition was held from December 
11th through January 24th and included 
outstanding work from AP students across 
Long Island,” shared Mr. Uttendorfer. Well 
done, Kaylah and Isabel!

Nat’l Merit Scholarship Finalists
Congratulations to three Garden City High 
School seniors (front row, left to right) 
Brandon Gong, Jack McKernan, and Julia 
Choi for being named as 2018 National 
Merit Scholarship Finalists. The students 
are pictured above with Principal Nanine 
McLaughlin (left) and their guidance 
counselors Karen Whiston, Patrick Doyle, 
and Jeanne Kennedy. Since 2009, the 
high school has had 29 seniors named as 
Finalists in the National Merit Scholarship 
competition.

Nat’l Award for GCHS Literary Magazine 
“Inkspots,” Garden City High School’s literary 
magazine, was recently awarded a “Superior” 
ranking for the 2016-17 edition of its literary 
magazine by the National Council of Teachers 
of English. “The acknowledgement of a 
‘Superior’ ranking for Inkspots is amazing,” 
said 6-12 English coordinator Bernadette 
Arnone. “I am so happy that advisors 
Margaux Callemo (left) and Denise Holz 
and the students are able to realize the 
fruits of their labors.” To view a copy of the 
publication, click here.

(continued on page 4)

Science Olympiad Regionals
On February 3rd, the GCHS students 
competed at Kellenberg Memorial HS 
in the Nassau West Science Olympiad 
Regionals. Our team took home a first place 
medal in Ecology, won by Isabel Cara and 
Cole Mullahey.  The GCHS team also won 
the Spirit Award, which is given for team 
enthusiasm, cooperation with other teams, 
and camaraderie with students from all 
schools. Congratulations to coaches Kathy 
Dubuke and George Harrison who shared 
that all members worked hard and had a 
wonderful time.

NYS Legislative Art Exhibit
Seventh 
grader 
Anastasia 
Shaw, a 
student in 
Mrs. Biondi’s 
Garden City 
Middle School 
art class, has 
been chosen 
to showcase 
her artwork 
at the 28th 

Annual Legislative Student Art Exhibition 
hosted by the New York State Art Teacher’s 
Association (NYSATA). Included in the show 
are works by student artists from across the 
state. This year’s exhibition will take place 
from March 1st to 14th in the Legislative 
Office Building, Empire State Plaza, Albany, 
NY. Congratulations, Anastasia! 

http://www.fbla-pbl.org/media/FBLA-Events-At-A-Glance.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/documents/RewardSchoolsList16-17.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/2017/high-performing-schools.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/2017/high-performing-schools.pdf
https://honorsperformance.org/our-programs/high-school-carnegie-hall-overview/
https://honorsperformance.org/our-programs/high-school-carnegie-hall-overview/
https://www.gcnews.com/articles/gchs-art-students-work-included-in-lius-advanced-visions-exhibit/
https://www.gcnews.com/articles/gchs-art-students-work-included-in-lius-advanced-visions-exhibit/
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=61&cid=160
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=61&cid=160
http://www2.ncte.org/
http://www2.ncte.org/
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/InkspotsFinal2017.pdf
http://www.newyorkscioly.org/event/nassau-west-division-c-regionals-2018/
http://www.newyorkscioly.org/event/nassau-west-division-c-regionals-2018/
http://www.nysata.org/legislative-exhibit
http://www.nysata.org/legislative-exhibit
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   On January 18th, two casts of fifth grade 
students at Stewart School, 149 strong, 
presented the school’s 80th Opera: The Tales 
of Hoffmann. Under the direction of music 
teacher Mrs. Kelly Grace, the Class of 2025 
performed multiple performances of its 
rendition of “Hoffmann” before delighted 
audiences. To view an album of images from 
both casts, click here. 

Teens on the Job
Tenth grade business students in Mr. Reid 
Sclafani’s GCHS Business Department 
classes recently spent the day shadowing 
professionals in and around Garden City. 
“This year, 41 students visited sites that 
included the Stewart, Stratford, and 
Homestead Schools, the Garden City 
Hotel, and meetings with Congresswoman 
Kathleen Rice and local real estate, law, and 
technology business professionals,” shared 
Mr. Sclafani (far right).   

Setting the Bar High(er)

Nassau Math Tournament 
Sophomore Andrew Zheng, pictured above 
with Principal McLaughlin and Mr. Stu Dods, 
6-12 mathematics coordinator, finished 
13th among all tenth graders in the Nassau  
Math Tournament at SUNY Old Westbury. 
Overall, there were more than 650 students. 
GC’s 11th and 12th grade team: Christopher 
Donohue, Brandon Gong, John O’Hare, 
Aidan Padala and Mina Woo finished 16th 
among 72 teams. GC’s 9th and 10th grade 
students: Nancy Gannon, Fiona Pfaff, Carina 
Suba, Jimmy Wu, and James Zheng finished 
19th among 42 teams.

NYS PTA Fellowship Grant
Locust kindergarten teacher Erin Conlon 
(second from left) was recently named as 
one of only four state-wide recipients of a 
NYS PTA Fellowship Grant. This is a $3,000 
award for graduate study. Ms. Conlon 
was honored at the January 23rd Board of 
Education meeting and is pictured with 
(left to right) Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Finance Ms. Dana DiCapua, 
Locust Principal Dr. Jean Ricotta, and Board 
Vice President Mr. Tom Pinou. 

LI Go APe Exhibit
Four Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art 
students in Mr. Shawn Uttendorfer’s class 
have artwork exhibited at the Art League 
of Long Island’s Go APe Exhibition. Pictured 
here from left to right are Garden City 
High School seniors Gabrielle Ferro, Kaylah 
Bozkurtian, Tess Curtin, and Xiao Han. The 
works will hang in the Jeanie Tengelsen 
Gallery at the Art League in Dix Hills through 
March 4th. This year’s student exhibition 
features the artwork of 140 AP art students 
representing 38 high schools from across 
Long Island.

Intramural Quiz Bowl 
On February 13th, GCHS’s top three 
Intramural Quiz Bowl (IQB) teams squared 
off in the high school library for a round-
robin trivia competition. Science teacher 
Kathy Dubuke along with students Sean 
Reilly, Rob Lucano, and Derek Tang claimed 
this year’s top prize. “Teams led by Science 
teachers James Dunleavy and John Slater 
proved worthy challengers in what was one 
of the closest finals in recent years,” shared 
Social Studies teacher and IQB moderator 
Kevin O’Hagan (kneeling). The 2018 IQB 
marked its twenty-second year at GCHS.

International Flipped Learning 
GCHS mathematics teacher, Mr. Peter 
Santoro, was recently honored as one of 30 
international founding faculty members of 
the Flipped Learning Global Initiative. The 
founding faculty hail from New Zealand, 
Indonesia, Italy, Australia, Taiwan, Spain, 
Argentina, Canada, Malaysia, Belgium, 
Hong Kong, and the U.S. The teachers have 
been instrumental in bringing the flipped 
classroom model of teaching and learning 
to students and teachers across the globe.

Musical Notes 

   Also presenting amazing performances with 
two casts before family, schoolmates, and 
friends, were Stratford Avenue’s fifth graders 
who sang and danced Beauty & the Beast, 
Jr. on February 7th and 8th.  Many thanks to 
music teacher Mrs. Meredith Lavin, the cast 
and crew, and the teachers and parents who 
supported the students. To view an album of  
images from the performances, click here. 

The Tales of Hoffmann Beauty & the Beast, Jr.

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Domain/4
https://twitter.com/GCUFSD?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/domain/1373
http://nciml.com/nmt/NMTBrochure.pdf
http://nciml.com/nmt/NMTBrochure.pdf
https://nyspta.org/home/pta-leaders/awards-and-recognitions/teacher-fellowship/
http://artleagueli.net/
http://artleagueli.net/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/flipped-learning-global-initiative-introduces-183300029.html
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/8794

