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Common Core, Common Sense
An Uncommon School District

Education news in 2013 was filled with concerns about the Common Core Learning
Standards (CCLS), the new assessments and their tie-in to teacher and principal evaluations,
and the warehousing of student data. In an effort to keep information current and accurate
as we begin 2014, below are helpful “fast facts” about what the CCLS are and aren’t:
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

ARE

Widely adopted. The standards have
been adopted by New York State and
44 other states, plus the District of
Columbia.
Law. The standards were adopted in
New York State in 2011, implemented in
2012, and tied to state tests in 2013.
Forward-thinking. The standards
were developed by a panel of experts
to prepare students for college- and
career-readiness. The standards are
designed to foster critical thinking and
problem solving, skills deemed essential
to college and workplace success.
Specific. The standards define exactly
what students should know and be able
to do at each grade level.
Being phased in. The standards
currently apply to K-12 English language
arts (ELA) and mathematics. The state’s
Board of Regents has not yet indicated
the timetable for other subject areas.
Funded, in part. The state was awarded
$700 million in Race to the Top (RTTT)
funds to disperse to school districts.
Because of its demographics, Garden
City received $0 of this grant, however,
the District must comply with all
aspects of RTTT.
Supported by teachers and
administrators. There is much value in
the new standards, however, the state’s
hasty roll-out has caused many of the
problems and concerns.
Already applied to testing and
evaluations. ELA and math assessments
administered in April 2013 for grades
3-8 were based on the new standards.
Results created a “baseline” of data
about student, teacher/principal and
school/district performance.
Focusing on fewer topics. “A mile wide
and an inch thick” was more descriptive
of previous standards. The CCLS allow
teachers and students to explore
fewer topics, but more deeply. For
example, in ELA, students are expected

•
•

•

•

•

•

2013 Student
Achievement Report

AREN’T

An option for school districts. As a
public school in New York State, Garden
City cannot opt-out of the CCLS.
Prescriptive of curricula. There is
no such thing as a state or national
curriculum. Each school district is
free to develop its own curriculum.
In support of the standards, the state
created modules to serve as examples,
but it is up to the individual district
to adopt/adapt them. Garden City
has and will continue to follow its
comprehensive curriculum review
process to guide K-12 curriculum
development.
Prescriptive of pedagogy. The new
standards do not tell teachers how to
teach. Lessons are not scripted, in fact,
the standards allow teachers more
freedom and creativity in lesson design.
Because the standards cover fewer
topics, teachers are free to dig deeply
into subjects with their students.
Going away. State assessments tied to
learning standards have been around
for decades. Prior to the CCLS, the state
adopted learning standards in 1995.
Previous to this, the Regent’s Action
Plan was in place.
An option for students. The state does
not provide for students to opt-out of
CCLS-aligned tests. In fact, the state
requires that 95% of school’s population
participate in testing. Districts not
meeting that mark are placed on the
state’s “watch list.”
Requiring additional testing. Beyond
the mandated state assessments,
additional testing is an Annual
Professional Performance Review
(APPR) option. In Garden City, Student
Learning Objectives (SLOs) are used to
determine the local comparable growth
measures for teachers and principals.
This growth measure constitutes 20% of
the 40% used to determine teacher and
principal evaluation scores. The other

(continued on page 2)
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As evidenced in the 2013 Student
Achievement Report presented by Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction
Dr. Teresa Prendergast (above), Garden
City Public Schools continues to embody
the goal of “continuous improvement” in
all areas. In fact, students bested many
previous achievement records. For example,
526 students took advantage of the high
school’s 22 Advanced Placement (AP)
classes, sitting for a record number of 1,202
exams in May, 2013. “Seventy-six percent
of our graduates left for college with the
possibility of having earned nine or more
college credits through their AP course
work. Overall, they earned an average score
of 3.49,” stated Dr. Prendergast. With many
colleges accepting this level of achievement
for credit, “Earning a score of 3 or above is
quite commendable.”
Additionally, the number of students
earning distinction on these exams has
jumped to the highest level ever: 220
Scholars were recognized by The College
Board, with 18 of those students designated
as National Scholars, up from four students
in 2009. Also on the increase is the number
of students taking advantage of the nine
college level courses offered in business and
world languages.
Because of their “work ethic and laser
focus,” explained Director of Guidance Gina
Christel, Garden City students continue to
be sought after by colleges and universities.
Ms. Christel shared an impressive list of
the 25 colleges with the highest initial
enrollment of our graduates, including
three Ivy League schools. Eighty-nine
percent of the Class of 2013 are currently
attending four-year colleges.
(continued on page 3)

2014-2015
Budget Calendar
All meetings will be held at
Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

February 10: Regular Board Meeting;
Budget Work Session #1

Overview of Superintendent’s Budget and
Revenues

February 25: Budget Work Session #2

All Non-Instructional Areas/Administrative
and Capital Components

March 4: Budget Work Session #3
Instructional Components I

March 11: Regular Board Meeting;
Budget Work Session #4
Instructional Components II

April 9: Work Session #5

Additional Budget Review (if needed)

April 23: Regular Board Meeting

District and BOCES Budget Adoption

May 13: Work Session
Budget Hearing

May 20, 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.:

Common Core Learning Standards
ARE

(continued from page 1)

to practice “close reading” to extract
key messages and assess the writer’s
perspective. Non-fiction has become
more important, laying the foundation
for deeper levels of analysis and
references to support a student’s point
of view. In math, many expectations still
remain; students must be fluent in rote
memorization tasks such as knowing
the multiplication tables, but the
focus has shifted to learning a variety
of problem-solving methodologies.
Garden City uses math “sprints,” quick
tests that assess speed and accuracy to
track these skills.

•

AREN’T

20% is based on state assessments in
applicable grades. The Board of Regents
requires no standardized testing for
students in Pre-K through second
grade.
Changing Garden City’s commitment
to fulfilling its mission statement.
Garden City has a long tradition of
providing a superior educational
program. The new standards do not
change its core value or commitment
to its students, parents, and the
community. The school district is
dedicated to maintaining its exemplary
status in the state and nation.

Historically, student data has been collected by the District and the state to track student
progress. The terms of RTTT require that the data now be submitted to a centralized site. The
state has selected inBloom, a non-profit in Altlanta, GA. When the data are to be uploaded
is yet to be decided. Watch the District’s “Question of the Week” link under “Information
Updates” on the website (www.gardencity.k12.ny.us) for more information about this and the
CCLS. A link to a series of CCLS K-5 videos has also been posted under “Information Updates.”

Budget Vote and Election

Kindergarten
Registration
Registration for kindergarten-aged
students entering school in September
2014, will be held at Hemlock School
during Registration Week:
January 21 - 24, 2014,
8:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. &
1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.
Please check the district website to
access all the needed forms:
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us; click on “For
Parents” to access registration resources.

2014 Winter Program
for Kids
In addition
to back-bypopulardemand
classes like
Lego Robotics
(left), the
District’s
Winter
Program for Kids is offering some exciting
new classes such as American Sign
Language, Zumba, and Martial Arts. Classes
meet on Saturday mornings at the middle
school for students in grades K - 6. Meeting
dates are as follows: January 25, February
1, 8, 15, and March 1, 8, 15, and 22 (no
class on February 22nd; snow make-up 3/29).
The catalog was sent home last month
with each K-6 student and is also available
online. Registration by mail is under way,
or interested parents can register in-person
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Continuing
Education Office, 56 Cathedral Avenue.
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Social Studies Curriculum Review
A Look Back; A Look Forward

“Think, talk,
write -- these are
our expectations
for each student,”
explained 6-12 social studies curriculum
coordinator Jeannette Balantic (pictured
above teaching an eleventh-grade U.S.
History class).
As part of the District’s ongoing curriculum
review process, a committee of K-12 teachers
and administrators is currently completing a
comprehensive review of the social studies
curriculum and practices. “The biggest
change in grades 6-12 since our last review
is how we’ve organized and implemented
a comprehensive writing and research
initiative,” said Ms. Balantic, the committee
chair. Five years ago, well ahead of the State
Education Department’s recently announced
research requirement for graduation, a
24-member writing and research committee
identified and established research
expectations for students in grades 6-12;
in each grade level, students engage in the
research process and write a formal research
paper. The ultimate goal is for high school
seniors to independently design, research,
and write a well-crafted research paper. The
plan, implemented in the 2008-09 school
year, is aimed at strengthening students’
writing. Skills are introduced incrementally
and extended each year. “We’ve made a
commitment to research, and continue to
be committed to this approach,” stated

Ms. Balantic. “Students’ writing tended to
be descriptive, the emphasis has shifted
toward a more analytical approach.”
“Our focus in grades 6-8 has been on the
pre-writing process - this increases the
probability that a student’s final piece will
be well written. The department embraces
a clear progression of writing instruction
and expectations. In addition, we have
begun to identify reading benchmarks at
each grade level that reflect the Common
Core Learning Standards. We want students
to develop historical thinking skills – this
requires an emphasis on both reading and
writing. The Social Studies Department
offers seven Advanced Placement (AP)
classes for students to engage in college
level work. “We encourage students to
take at least one AP-level class prior to
graduation; we have a high percentage
of students who take one or more AP
classes.” When asked how successful these
classes are in preparing students for the
demands of college, Balantic responded,
“Anecdotally, we hear that alums are calling
home from college to ask for their high
school notebooks, and many reach out to
their former teachers to thank them for
preparing them so well for their college
level classes.”
The current review involves an analysis
of the extent to which Garden City’s
curriculum is aligned with the New York
State’s Common Core Social Studies K-8
framework and the extent to which there
is K-12 alignment with regard to content,
reading and writing expectations.
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us

Building
Community
Thank You
Students & Parents!

Snow Removal Reminder
Local law mandates
that a property
owner must clear
his/her sidewalk
within 24 hours
after the end of a
snowfall. Property
owners whose
property abuts a school bus stop must clear
the area to ensure student safety.

The spirit of giving was evident in every building this season. To highlight just a few of the various
activities held (clockwise from top left): Mrs. DiMartino’s class at Stratford collected items and made
holiday cards for troops they “adopted” in Afghanistan; along with drives by the Key Club, Miracle
Club, and others, the high school’s Peer Aids Club collected toys for the Long Island Association for
AIDS Care; the primary schools at Hemlock, Homestead, and Locust collected Toys for Tots. Stewart’s
Holiday Fair raised over $4,500 in memory of art teacher Michele White for cancer research at
Memorial Sloan Kettering and for the INN at Hempstead. At the middle school, Student Council
members collected over 1,000 lbs. of non-perishables for Island Harvest, the National Junior Honor
Society raised funds for medical research, and the staff donated to several additional worthy causes.

2013 Student Achievement Report
(continued from page 1)

On Regents exams, “we focus on mastery
rates,” (a score of 85+) said Dr. Prendergast.
“We rank in the top five of our comparator
group* in nine of 10 exams.” Garden City
also places in the top five of this group for
the percent of students earning a Regents
Diploma with Advanced Designation (8 of 10
graduates).
In specific content areas, each curriculum
coordinator provided a snapshot of student
progress. “Even with all the Common Core
changes in English, we have been consistent
and performed well,” explained coordinator
Ms. Bernadette Arnone. Our middle school
students ranked 1st (grade 7), 2nd (grade 8),
and 3rd (grade 6) in Nassau County on the
Common Core-aligned assessments.
Mathematics coordinator Mr. Stuart
Dods shared that “almost two-thirds of
our graduating class is taking an AP math
course.” In fact, more Garden City students
are taking an AP math course than any
other school district in Nassau County.
Regents Integrated Geometry students
posted the 4th highest mastery rate on Long
Island, and, although the State Education
Department raised the cut scores, seventhgraders ranked highest in the county on the
new Common Core assessments. “We are
definitely driving the bus when it comes to
curriculum aligned to the Common Core; we
are making the decisions.”
In science, coordinator Dr. Elena Cascio
shared that, on Regents-level exams,
students achieved the 2nd highest mastery
rate on Long Island in Living Environment,
the 5th highest in Chemistry, and the 3rd
highest in Physics. The science research
program continues to grow, with well over
100 students enrolled at the secondary
level. “Every student should have experience
in the scientific method,” she stated.

Coordinator Jeannette Balantic shared the
social studies highlights: AP Psychology is
“through the roof in both enrollment and
achievement,” with 125 of the 158 students
achieving a 4 or 5 (the highest score) on
the AP exam. At the Regents level, students
achieved the 3rd highest scores on Long
Island in both Global and U.S. History.
World languages highlights were presented
by Mr. Peter Giacalone, who explained
that enrollment in one or more of the five
languages offered rose to 116 in college
level courses when just a few years ago only
21 students took AP language courses.
In music and the arts, Dr. Nina Prasso
shared that Garden City was named a
NAMM Foundation “Best Communities
for Music Education” and is a three-time
semifinalist in the GRAMMY Signature
School program. Twenty-nine AP art
students were offered an amazing $1.96
million in four-year scholarships.
“Teaching and learning in kindergarten
through fifth grade lays the foundation for
all future achievement,” stated Stratford
Principal Eileen Vota. “We have been at
the forefront with the Common Core.”
Stewart Principal Linda Norton concurred,
explaining, “We have worked with top
consultants to create a curriculum aligned
with the Common Core.” As evidence of the
students’ success, the elementary principals
shared that fourth-graders ranked 1st in
Nassau County on the new English language
arts assessments and 2nd in mathematics.
“We own our curriculum and have a
rigorous expectation that our students will
excel,” concluded Dr. Prendergast.
To access the complete presentation, click
on the 2013 Student Achievement Report
link on the District’s home web page under
“Announcements.”

* Cold Spring Harbor, East Williston, Great Neck, Herricks, Jericho, Locust Valley, Manhasset, North Shore, Port Washington, Rockville
Centre, Roslyn, and Syosset.
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Life Skills Ribbon Cutting

The new Life Skills room at the high
school is bustling with activity. One of the
last items completed under the communityapproved 2009 School Investment Bond,
a ribbon cutting ceremony was held on
January 14th to celebrate the renovated Life
Skills space. The room features new lighting,
all new appliances (refrigerator, stove,
dishwasher, microwave), cabinets, sink,
tables, chairs, and desks.

Challenge Day

One hundred students and over two
dozen staff members participated in this
fall’s Challenge Day at the high school.
Described as a life-changing event,
Challenge Day is offered every other year
to provide students with the opportunity to
experience a deep connection with fellow
attendees through a celebration of diversity,
truth, and self-expression.

Continuing Education
Spring 2014

Residents can look
forward to receiving the
District’s Spring 2014
Continuing Education
catalog. The brochure
will be mailed in midFebruary with classes
beginning in mid-March.
Students will find helpful SAT and ACT
review classes. Adults will find a variety
of learning experiences from day and
extended trips to elder law. For more
information, call 478-1070.
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Inspired Minds = Creative Thinking
High School: Grace
Murolo (12), kilnfired clay. “I love
his puppy eyes,”
said Grace. “Clay
makes everything
fun. My puppy,
‘Mikey,’ and his
puppy eyes are so
cute, . . . so is his
mustache.” Grace’s
life-sized piece was
her solution to a
hand-building project
completed in Loreen
McMahon’s sculpture
class.

High School:
Sarah Greene
(11), mixed
media. Claire
Ellerman’s
Studio Art
1 students
studied
Surrealism this
fall, juxtaposing
objects in
creative and
unusual ways.
“Development
of this project
started with
students
High School: Alena Sceusa (12), acrylic. “Alena
created the feeling and hassle of the New York City drawing trees
streets,” explained Advanced Placement art teacher outdoors,” said
Ms. Ellerman.
Shawn Uttendorfer. “She has an amazing ability to
“The students’ completed pieces featured the
capture something moving in a still image.”
elements of surprise and whimsy.”
Middle School: Julia
Gaberlavage (8), kilnfired clay. Earlier this fall,
eighth-graders used the
coil technique to build
ceramic pieces inspired
by Halloween. This
“scary monster” is a great
example. “The students
were excited about
this project and did an
amazing job,” shared art
teacher Joe Wilkonski.

Stewart: Leia Immanuel (4), watercolor/oil
pastels. Students in Melissa Pashayan’s art class
created contour leaf drawings after studying the
veins and details in leaves. “I like how we used
warm colors for the leaves and cool colors for the
backgrounds to make them stand out,” said Leia.
Stratford:
Matthew
Wende (5),
marker.
Students
in George
Lucas’ fifth
grade art
classes
recently
created
cultural
masks
using the
concept of
symmetry.
“I really
enjoyed how
I drew the
mask using
symmetry
and
‘zentagles’ (a form of creative doodling) to add
textures to my design,” said Matthew.

High School: Allie Reifler (9), pencil/marker. “My
artwork is a surreal panda created from drawn
pencils. Although my experience creating it was
difficult, I had a fun time and was happy with the
outcome.” Art teacher Denise Holz used works by Vik
Muniz, Rene Magritte, and Salvador Dali to motivate
Studio Art 1 students to transform an ordinary object,
a pencil, into their favorite animal.
Middle School:
Alexis Varano
(8), pen/
ink/pencil.
“This artwork
was created
by drawing
structured
patterns in
black and
white,”
explained
High School: Kelly Lawkins (12), digital photography teacher
collage. “The color really made the images pop!”
Lori Biondi.
said Kelly about her playful mustache collage
“Students
completed in Jason Karp’s Photography 4 class. Mr. integrated a
Karp commented, “Kelly’s image is evocative of the colorful realistic
great Pop Art works from the late 20th century; she image within
tactfully captures pop culture through her dynamic their ‘zentangle’ design. A high level of blending
use of color and design.”
techniques and knowledge of the color wheel was
required while manipulating background patterns.
t Hemlock: Terence Cooke (1), watercolor/marker. The free form shapes create an uplifting contrast to
“The first grade students learned the basic principles the central subject matter.”
of perspective and created a pumpkin patch using
watercolor painting techniques such as wet-on-wet,”
said art teacher Amanda Palmieri.
Homestead: Breckin Kammerer (K), oil/chalk pastels,
tempera paint. In art class, kindergartners studied
pumpkins and their characteristics with teacher
Amanda Palmieri. “Students learned how to do a
step-by-step drawing of a realistic pumpkin. This
was also a color mixing lesson during which students
learned to mix the primary colors yellow and red to
make their own unique orange.”
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National
Music Honor

All-County & Long Island
String Festival Association

Seventy-three music students were selected for All-County this year with 13 selected to
LISFA* concerts. (Long Island String Festival Association). Congratulations to:
Stewart:
Micah Bozkurtian*, Demi Bransfield, Maeve Cashin,
Simon Ferris, Emma Gardner*, Daniel Gregg*,
Margo Kern, Sarah Lane, Katie Lew, Molly Madigan,
Jenna Matarazzo*, Lily Milone, Juliana Santel,
Eric Tiedemann, Deanna Turner, Colin Walsh, and
Benjamin Woo.
Stratford:
Declan Allen, Francesca Ciccone, Jenna Matarazzo*,
Grant Molloy, Michaela Shaw, Stephanie Stevenson,
Erin Brennan, Stephen Sirounian*, and Lindsay
Welsh.
Middle School:
Philip Acinapuro*, Andrea Choi*, Alexandra
Davidson, Liam Dougherty, Colin Fischer, Audra
Fitzgerald, Brandon Gong, Stephen Iovino, Alan Jian,
Rose Kelly, Alexandra Kucich, Morgan LaFont, John
Murphy, Jamie Murray, Mairin Naegele, Amanda
Nastasi, Kate Schick, Sarah Sullivan, Seungmin Woo*,

Stewart

GRAMMY Semifinalist

Garden City High School was recently named as
one of 100 Semifinalists in the 2014 GRAMMY
Signature Schools program. This is the third
consecutive year the school has been so
designated. In mid-March 2014, the GRAMMY
Foundation will announce the finalists for
the Signature Schools program. Finalists will
receive a custom award and a monetary
grant ranging from $1,000 up to $15,000 to
benefit their music program. Congratulations
to Coordinator of Music and the Arts Dr. Nina
Prasso, the high school music teachers, and
Garden City’s outstanding young musicians.
Middle School:
Isabel Cara
(8), pencil.
“This work
comes from
a drawingfrom-life unit,”
explained
teacher Dennis
Fediw. “My
students have
been learning
to look and
draw what
they see.
Often times,
we fall back on
drawing what
we think we
see, rather than what we truly see. Cara’s work is
an excellent example of drawing exactly what she
observed.”
Locust: Ashton
Perisa (1), oil/
chalk pastel.
Amanda
Palmieri’s
first-graders
created festive
snow globes
in art class to
display around
the school.
“The students
studied various
kinds of snow
globes and
learned how
to create an
interesting
composition
within the
globe,” stated
Mrs. Palmieri.

www.gardencity.k12.ny.us

   

Stratford

     High School:

Caterina Abruzzo, Brain Alcamo, Petrides Andreas, Patrick Bodoritz, Xavier Bucknor, Liam
Byrnes, Andrea Choi, Michael Crapotta, Cristen Crowley, Alix Della Penna, Alexander
Della Ratta, Kiernan Dougherty, Emily Economos, Maggie Emmert, Megan Galioto, Nicole
Gemmiti, Olivia Guarnieri, Yang Liu, Elizabeth Malaszczyk, Daniel McElroy, James Murphy,
Gabrielle Nastasi, Antoinette Nicholas, Andrew Petersen, Andreas Petrides*, Teresa
Pietromonaco*, Michael Snyder, Megan Walsh, Leslie Wann*, and Seunghyun Woo*.

t

All-State Musicians

Two high school students were named
as All-State musicians, with three named as
alternates. Pictured above are (left to right):
Dr. Nina Prasso, music teacher Margaret
Gullotta, Leslie Wann, Teresa Pietromonaco
(alternate), Justin Gong (alternate), Michael
Crapotta (alternate), and high school music
teachers James McCrann and Stephen
Mayo. Absent: Alexander Della Ratta (Wind
Ensemble).

Garden City High School’s Fall Theatre Production

Almost, Maine

On November 22nd
and 23rd, over 400 theatregoers attended the
high school Masquers’
production of “Almost, Maine” in the Inez Spiers Auditorium. “Almost” is series of vignettes
that play out in the scattered, “almost-town” of the same name in northern Maine.
Congratulations to the cast and crew (center), and to Director Angela McLaughlin, Producer
Stephen Mayo, Production Assistant Katie Sckalor, and Technical Director Michael Berg.
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Empowering Achievement
AP Scholars Record Broken (Again)!

When The College Board released the
results of the 2013 Advanced Placement
(AP) exams, Garden City students had
broken their own record - again. A total
of 220 students were designated as AP
Scholars, an
increase of 19
over 2012, and
up from 176 in
2011. A total of
531 students
took AP exams, an increase of 30 students
over the previous year. Achievement-wise,
88.6% of Garden City’s students scored
3+ on the 5-point grading scale, up from
85.9% in 2012. Eighty-three students
achieved AP Scholar, 58 were designated
as AP Scholars with Honors, 79 as AP
Scholars with Distinction, and 18 were
designated as National Scholars (included
in the 220 total), up from 15 in 2012.

NASP Outstanding Participant

Pictured above with Principal Nanine
McLaughlin (left) and guidance counselor
Jeannie Kennedy, high school senior
Ifeoluwa Dawodu was recently named
as an Outstanding Participant (the top
3% of Black Americans) by the National
Achievement Scholarship Program.
Ifeoluwa is a member of the National Honor
Society and plays cello in the high school
orchestra.

WordWrite Challenge

Freshmen Anna Reilly (center, left) and
Kimberly Lloret (center) recently won
honors in the WordWrite Challenge, a
national English competition. The students,
pictured here (left to right) with English
teachers Amy Regis and Catherine Oriani,
and English coordinator Bernadette Arnone,
earned near-perfect scores, placing among
the highest 200 ninth-graders in the country.
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Nat’l Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

Congratulations to senior Drusilla Falco,
2014 National Merit Scholarship Program
Semifinalist. “Dru” was selected from
1.5 million students who took the PSAT/
NMSQT last year. She is pictured above
with guidance counselor Tim Casale and
high school Principal Nanine McLaughlin.
The College Board will announce the 2014
Finalist selections in mid-February. Since
2009, 17 seniors have achieved finalist
status in the program.

NHRP Scholars

Selected from a pool of 259,000 students
nationally, two students were named
National Hispanic Recognition Program
(NHRP) Scholars. Pictured here at the
October 16th Board of Education meeting
are (left to right): Superintendent Dr. Robert
Feirsen, NHRP Scholars Joseph Lozano
and Anthony Velez, Board of Education
President Barbara Trapasso, and Principal
Nanine McLaughlin.

“Blue Star” School

For the third year in a row, Garden City
High School business students were
awarded a “Blue Star” for their high
level of achievement on the online W!SE
(Working in Support of Education) 20122013 financial literacy test. “We were also
recognized by W!SE as a top 100 school in
the nation,” explained “Gold Star” teachers
Mr. Reid Sclafani and Dr. Erin McKinstry.
(Achievements continued on page 8)

Nat’l Merit Commended Students

Ten seniors were named Commended
Students in the 2014 National Merit
Scholarship Program: (left to right,
standing): Steven Menelly, guidance
counselor Jim Malone, Jon Toto, guidance
counselor Joanne Meyer-Jendras, Andrew
Petersen, guidance counselor Tim Casale;
(seated) Hannah Eilbeck, Katherine
McGannon, Iris Chang, Emily Mozdzer;
(standing) Principal Nanine McLaughlin,
Brian Shulman, Justin Gong, Patrick Dolan.

Siemens Science Semifinalist

Standing before four Siemens Semifinalist
banners (starting in 2008-2009) with (left to
right) science research teacher Dr. Steven
Gordon, Principal Nanine McLaughlin and
Science Coordinator Dr. Elena Cascio, senior
Michael Cassano proudly holds his banner
contribution as a 2013-14 Siemens Science
Semifinalist. Michael’s research identified
a host species for the only federallyendangered native NYS plant species.

Top Prizes in Business Competition

Three high school students captured top
prizes in the Young Professionals Annual
Business Leadership Competition held on
December 4th. Pictured here are (left to
right) teacher Dr. Erin McKinstry, Robert
Morizio (3rd, Graphic Design), Kristina
Ricigliano (1st, Job Interview), Joseph Doud
(3rd, Graphic Design), teacher Mary Ferrera,
and Principal Nanine McLaughlin.
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us

New York State Champions! displayed a determination that

Photos: Ed Rotondo

Garden City’s Girls
Varsity Soccer team
took the Class A
division by storm
this season,
ultimately winning
its second New
York State title
since 2010 in
Cortland, 1-0, on
November 17th.
“The girls
soccer
team

Long Island Champions!

With a record of
18-1, the Lady
Trojans clinched
their 19th
Nassau County
championship in the
past 20 seasons to
earn their place in
the L.I. finals held
at Dowling College
on November 5th. In
Photo: Tara Griffith an exciting playoff
game that went into overtime, the Varsity Field Hockey team won the
Class B Long Island Championships against defending champs - Suffolk
County’s Miller Place High School. Congratulations to coach Diane
Chapman (Coach of the Year) and the entire team on a great season!

Conference Champions!

#1

could be seen in every minute
of every game and overtime,” said
Athletic Director Nancy Kalafus. “The
senior leadership was key, and freshmen
through seniors contributed. The
future is bright!” Congratulations
to coaches Mike Heedles (Coach
of the Year) and Scott McAuley
(back row, right), Goalie of
the Tournament Taylor
Carpentier, and to an
amazing team!

Senior Haley O’Hanlon moves the ball down the field
toward the Honeoye Falls-Lima goal.

Nassau County Champions!
t

Swim photos: Kathy Hall

Coach Sullivan is pictured u
with the swimmers who
qualified for States: Gabby
Clarkson, Deirdre McGrath,
Gabby Meringolo, Carrie
Bonvissuto, Rose Kelly, Finola
Heaney, Caitlin Powderly and
Julia Hall.

Girls Swimming

Coach Anne Sullivan jumped into
the pool for a victory swim after
the Girls Swim team captured
its 15th straight Nassau County
Championship. The team retains
the longest winning streak for
county swimming titles.

t Girls Cross Country

The Class B Nassau County
Championship went to the Girls
The Boys Golf team won
Cross Country team.
its conference, finishing
Pictured here at the meet
8-0. “The team regained
with coach Charles Cuzzo
the championship after a
are (left to right): Emily
two-year absence, winning
Daempfle, Laurel Fisher,
several close matches
through great team effort,” Jackie Hochheiser, Katherine McGannon, Jennifer Gerland,
Caroline Ferri, and Stephanie Gerland. Stephanie went on
said coach Jim Malone.
“They will compete for the to finish 6th in the state out of 255 finishers in the 5K finals.
At right, she is shown competing in the Invitational Nike Cross
County Championship in
Nationals in Portland, OR in early December.
the spring.”
Photo: Irene Gerland

Boys Golf

Girls Tennis
Doubles

For the eighth
year in a row,
Garden City was
represented at
the State Tennis
Tournament
in Albany. The
doubles team
of Brittany
Burke (left) and
Hannah Eilbeck,
coached by
Crystal Boyd,
finished 3rd at the Nassau County Tennis
Championships held at Eisenhower Park in
late October and earned the duo a spot in
the state finals.
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us

Scholar Athlete

Brianne Griffith, pictured with (left to right)
Principal Nanine McLaughlin, Athletic
Director Nancy Kalafus, and teacher Kerin
Boghosian, was named the high school’s
38th News 12 Scholar Athlete. Brianne
maintains an unweighted GPA of 95.7, and
is a member of the championship varsity
lacrosse and the field hockey teams.

School of Distinction

For the eighth time, Garden City received
the NYSPHSAA School of Distinction
Award. Pictured here are (left to right) Bob
Stulmaker, NYSPHSAA Assistant Director,
Stephanie Joannon, President, Nassau
County Athletic Association, Athletic
Director Nancy Kalafus, Principal Nanine
McLaughlin, and Dr. Robert Feirsen.
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(Achievements continued from page 6)

Suburban
Diversity

Prudential Spirit of Community

Holding their certificates of recognition,
senior Timothy Alford (center, left) and
junior Robert Clarke were selected to
represent Garden City for the state-level
judging of this year’s Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards. They are pictured here
with guidance counselor Patrick Doyle (left),
Principal Nanine McLaughlin and Director of
Guidance Gina Christel.

Adelphi Leadership Prize

Eight high school students were selected
to receive the 2013 Adelphi University
Leadership Prize for their academic
achievements and community contributions.
Pictured here are (left to right): Patrick
Dolan, Aidan Logan, Regan Marooney, Caitlin
Rieger, Danielle Ienna, Daniel McElroy, Adam
Davies, Jennifer Leary, and Principal Nanine
McLaughlin.

Junior Michael
Crapotta placed
fifth out of 250
entries in the
2013 Hofstra
University
Cultural
Diversity Essay
Contest. His
essay was
sponsored
by his high school Spanish teacher, Ms.
Marie Nuzzi. “Michael’s well written
and well thought out essay dealt with
the growth of the Long Island Hispanic
community and its effect on the Catholic
Diocese, as well as on the Democratic
Party,” explained Ms. Nuzzi.

q

High School Champions

Thirteen students were recently honored at
the high school’s Fall Breakfast for Champions
breakfast. Twice a year, students are nominated
and a single “Champion” is chosen by the
teachers in each department. Recipients embody
dedication to the content area and model
citizenship. Congratulations to Dana Aprigliano,
Dominick Avitabile, Brittany Costa, Quinn Helling,
Vitaliy Ivasyuk, Drew Mancusi, Ryan McCartney,
Cullen Minion, Gabriella Montanaro, James
Murphy, Sabrina Singh, Lauren Slovensky, and
Thomas Wright.
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