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Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 

 

Though brilliant sunshine prevailed for the remainder of the day, for the first time 

since 2008, conditions for an outdoor commencement on the morning of June 24th, were 

hampered by pouring rain. No one really seemed to mind, though, as the joyous spirit of 

the Class of 2017 prevailed at Garden City High School’s 83rd Commencement. The 

classic ceremony was held in the gymnasium, with spillover crowds watching a live feed 

in the auditorium. The ceremony was marked by a special kind of intimacy more typical 

of an important family gathering; a welling of sense pride and hope, with beaming smiles 

all around. There was a touch of bitter sweetness too, as the district retired beloved high 

school teachers Nora Artibee, Joanne Bonasera, Ralph D’Ambrosio, Claire Ellerman, 

Rita Oppedisano, and Gene Rochler, and its Superintendent of Schools of 12 years, Dr. 

Robert Feirsen.  

As retiring Chemistry teacher and Keynote Speaker Ralph D’Ambrosio espoused 

to the Class of 2017 during the ceremony, “Go out and seek your passion; don’t settle for 

a job. Do what you love!” The 19-year veteran of the high school Science Department 



shared many of his “Ralphyisms,” during his speech, and departed the podium to a 

standing ovation led by the students. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017, parents, teachers, district and high school 

administration, and the dozens of behind-the-scenes staff who worked so diligently to 

make this year’s ceremony so successful!  

 

 
Caption 6-24-17IMG_2071Lapel3.jpg: 

Looking classic in his white tuxedo, this soon-to-be-GCHS alum received his lapel rose 

from English teacher Amy Regis. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2053HolubRose.jpg: 
While the young men received lapel roses, each young woman received a long stemmed 

rose. Here, Samantha Holub accepts her rose from Latin teacher Kathleen Durkin.  

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2119Process.jpg: 

Unhampered by the inclement weather that kept Garden City High School’s 83rd 

Commencement Ceremony indoors, the Class of 2017 entered the gymnasium to a 

standing ovation from the Board of Education, parents, family members, teachers, and 

administrators. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2137BOEApplauseWide.jpg: 

The Board of Education and Cabinet applauded the Class of 2017 as they processed into 

the high school gymnasium. Pictured are (left to right) Board President Angela 

Heineman, Vice President Tom Pinou, Trustees Bob Martin and William Holub, 

Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen and Assistant Superintendents Dana DiCapua, Dr. 

Maureen Appiarius, and Dr. Ted Cannone. 

  



 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2302ClassWide.jpg: 

Two hundred and ninety strong, the Class of 2017 was a sea of classic white tuxes and 

white summer dresses in the gymnasium where so many of the class had competed as 

student athletes.  

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17DSC_7376Nan.jpg: 

Garden City High School Principal Nanine McLaughlin hosted the commencement 

ceremony. Here, she welcomes the Class of 2017. 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2150Sal2.jpg: 

Salutatorian of the Class of 2017, Seunghyun Woo addressed her classmates, reminiscing 

about their experiences in their years together in the district schools. Seunghyun will be 

attending Johns Hopkins in the fall. 

 

 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2168Pfaff6.jpg: 

Mairead Pfaff, President of the Class of 2017 and Julia Maloney Scholarship winner, 

presented the class gift. Mairead, whom Principal McLaughlin referred to as the high 

school’s “third Assistant Principal,” will be attending Notre Dame in the fall. 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2196Rob6.jpg: 

For the final time, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Feirsen addressed the graduating class. 

Dr. Feirsen is retiring from the district after 12 years of service. Dr. Feirsen has accepted 

a position as the Director of the Educational Leadership Program at NYIT starting this 

fall. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2209Val4.jpg: 

The epitome of grace under pressure, Valedictorian of the Class of 2017, Alyssa 

DeGruccio, will be attending Brown University in the fall. 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2218Ralph5.jpg: 

Veteran Chemistry teacher Ralph D’Ambrosio shared many of his “Ralphyisms” with the 

Class of 2017 during his address as keynote speaker. 

 

  
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2234AngelaDip.jpg: 

Presented by members of the Board of Education, the Class of 2017 received their 

diplomas, one-by-one at the podium. Here, Michael Malaszczyk accepts his diploma 

from President Angela Heineman. 

 



  
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2230TomDipSal.jpg: 

Class of 2017 Salutatorian Seunghyun Woo accepted her diploma from Board Vice 

President Tom Pinou. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2267HolubDip.jpg: 

Both teary-eyed, Board Trustee William Holub presented the diploma to his graduating 

daughter Samantha. 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2311Chorus.jpg: 

For their final song, the Senior Chorale performed a Green Day favorite, “Time of Your 

Life.” 

 

  
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2303Toss.jpg: 

In a spontaneous (perhaps) burst of joy, the young men tossed their graduation programs 

as Principal McLaughlin declared the Class of 2017 graduated! 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2319RecessGirlWave.jpg: 

It was smiles all around as the newly graduated processed from the gymnasium. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2335RobNanBOECab.jpg: 

Also presented with a diploma, retiring Superintendent of Schools Dr. Robert Feirsen is 

flanked by (left to right) Board Trustee Bob Martin, Vice President Tom Pinou, President 

Angela Heineman, Principal Nanine McLaughlin, Assistant Superintendents Dana 

DiCapua, Dr. Ted Cannone, Dr. Maureen Appiarius, and Trustee William Holub. 

 



 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2343Multiples.jpg: 

An amazing ten sets of twins, two sets of triplets (one attends Regis), and one set of 

quadruplets were graduated together as part of the Class of 2017, including Valedictorian 

Alyssa DeGruccio (seated third from right) with twin sister Christina. 

 

 
Caption for 6-24-17IMG_2368ValSalSign4.jpg: 

For one final time, Valedictorian Alyssa DeGruccio (left) and Salutatorian Seunghyun 

Woo posed together at the Garden City High School sign. 

 

 

 


