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 “Each year since the Afternoon Tea began eight years ago, the event has grown 

into a much-anticipated community gathering that has welcomed more and more of 

Garden City’s senior citizens and past parents,” said Superintendent Dr. Robert Feirsen at 

the April 27th event held at Garden City High School. With 167 guests, 200 student 

performers in seven performance groups, 40 volunteer student servers, 30 PTA and 

parent volunteers, and a dozen volunteer staff members, this year’s Tea was the largest to 

date!   

 “Good afternoon - We welcome our honored guests to enjoy the tradition of an 

English Afternoon Tea,” commented Dr. Catherine Knight, Coordinator of Public 

Information and Afternoon Tea coordinator, as she kicked off the event with the Pledge 

of Allegiance requesting that attending veterans lead the recitation. “We are so happy to 

welcome you today in your handsome outfits and beautiful spring hats to share the 

wonderful musical and artistic talents of our students.”  

Calling out volunteers, Dr. Knight explained, “I want to acknowledge and thank 

our ‘TEAm,’ our Afternoon Tea Committee; without them, this event would not be 

possible: Alma-Lillian Abruzzo, Christine Bernhard, Ronda D’Antonio, Diana Intintoli, 

Michelle Kaiserman, Cris Kilberg, Beth Kramer, Gail Madigan, Stephen Mayo, Barbara 

McElroy, Joanne Meyer-Jendras, Brian O’Neill, Dr. Nina Prasso, Althea Robinson, 

Emily Ross, Beth Spirakis, Megan Sutcliffe, and Yvonne Varano.  

I also want to thank and introduce our student volunteers who are giving up their 

afterschool time to serve you today.” Right on cue, the high school student volunteers 

entered the cafeteria and processed across the room waving and singing “Be Our Guest” 

from the musical “Beauty and the Beast.” 

“The district would like to thank and acknowledge the support of our business 

partners for the 2017 Afternoon Tea: SerendipiTea, The Garden City Hotel, Panera 

(Franklin Avenue), Garden City Pizza, Bagelman of Garden City, Chef Christine 

Bernhard, La Bottega, Riesterer’s, Starbucks (Seventh Street), GO Greek of Garden City, 

Coquette on Seventh Street, Raymond Vinciguerra in memory of his mother Aurora 

Vinciguerra, the GC PTA and SEPTA, and Garden City Public School’s food services 

and Continuing Education programs. Without their support and donations, this event 

could not take place.” 



The idea of the English Afternoon Tea began in the late 1700s by the Duchess of 

Bedford as a light, interim meal between breakfast and dinner. The emphasis was on 

presentation and conversation. The school district began its own version of the Afternoon 

Tea in 2010, adding the student’s musical performances and artworks. 

With many, many hands helping, the high school cafeteria was transformed in one 

hour on April 27th from a cafeteria serving lunch to over 1,000 high school students to a 

colorful English garden setting (thank you Tom Nocella and his high school crew and our 

“TEAm,” PTA, and SEPTA volunteers!). The room was elegantly framed by art works 

by the district’s K-12 students (Many thanks to the art teachers for their support!), and the 

“stage” was softly and beautifully lit from behind with faux stained glass windows 

created by high school art teacher Amanda Marino and her students. 

Upon arrival at this year’s event, guests were welcomed outside the cafeteria by 

our Welcome Table volunteers with programs and coupons from Garden City Pizza. 

Guests were photographed (optional) in all their finery by high school photography 

students Tara Fenty and Jill Dilemme under the supervision of photography teacher Jason 

Karp. The beautiful 8”x10” photos were printed during the event so guests could pick up 

their portraits at the conclusion of the tea.  

As guests entered the transformed cafeteria, they saw beautifully set tea tables 

dressed with pastel tablecloths and teapot centerpieces. The afternoon’s fare included 

three varieties of finger sandwiches, scones, and desserts served by high school 

volunteers. Four tea varieties were offered to the guests, all supplied by Linda Villano, 

proprietor of SerendipiTea in Manhasset. 

The Afternoon Tea was delighted to welcome Edward Palkot, former speech 

teacher at Garden City High School, long time Garden City resident (four of his children 

went through the district’s schools), and the first “Guest of Honor” to be featured at the 

Afternoon Tea. After being read a poem written for him by Class of 2020 members Grace 

DeAngelo and Allison McDonald (with English teacher Catherine Oriani), Mr. Palkot 

spoke highly of the school district and the education his children received. At 103 years 

young, Ed is an inspiration to us all - Thank you, Mr. Palkot!!  

Seven musical performances entertained the Tea attendees including the high 

school Instrumental Jazz Ensemble (which played jazz and Big Band era tunes under the 

direction of music teacher Daniel DellaMonica as guests took their seats), the high school 

Vocal Jazz Ensemble (Amanda Conte), the high school Chamber Orchestra (Margaret 

Gullotta), and excerpts from four school productions: Stratford’s “Wizard of Oz” 

(Meredith Lavin), Stewart’s opera, “The Elixir of Love” (Kelly Grace), the middle 

school’s “Singin’ in the Rain” (Kristen Aguilo and Nancy Menges), and the high school’s 

“Little Shop of Horrors” (Stephen Mayo). 

Roving photographer and past GC PTA President Gail Madigan captured many 

more images than those included here. An album of photos is available on the district’s 

website: www.gardencity.k12.ny.us, under the “Photo Gallery” drop-down at the top of 

the home page – be sure to check out the images of the many beautiful hats our ladies 

wore (selecting this year’s winners was very, very difficult!).  

Ten door prizes and three winners of the Ladies Hat Contest were awarded at the 

conclusion of the tea. One final surprise was revealed while being hidden in plain sight 

during the entire Tea – the tabletop teapot centerpieces contained flower pens – one for 

each guest – created by the sixth grade art students under the direction of art teachers Lori 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/


Biondi, Dennis Fediw, and Joseph Wilkonski. The flower pens were not only beautiful 

keepsakes but, to help the “TEAm” to plan for next year’s event, Stratford’s second 

graders (wearing their Recycled Hat Parade creations from Earth Day) distributed 

“Comment Cards” for the guests to complete using their new pens. A big thank you also 

goes out to Stratford Principal Eileen Vota and teacher Miss Virginia McCavera for 

organizing the second grade volunteers.    

This event would not be possible without many, many volunteers who each 

contributed their time and energies (and have done so for many years) from the high 

school administration to our supportive PTA and SEPTA members, parents, teachers, and 

students. Thank you to Dr. Nina Prasso, coordinator of Music and the Arts who helped 

emcee the program,  for organizing the performances and the K-12 art exhibit; to music 

teacher Stephen Mayo for running sound for the event along with students Camille 

Mojica and Matt Gregg; and to Ladies Hat Contest co-judges Mrs. Susan Lee, retired 

Garden City Middle School Assistant Principal, and Dr. Erin McKinstry, high school 

business teacher and advisor to the school’s Fashion Club along with her Fashion Club 

Co-Presidents: Kristen Andron and Shannon Sproul.    

If you were one of this year’s guests, THANK YOU for attending – we hope to 

see you again in 2018! If you could not make this spring’s event, please watch for next 

year’s Afternoon Tea ticket application form in the spring Continuing Education catalog 

sent to all Garden City home addresses in February, 2018. Afternoon Tea ticket request 

forms are also posted on the district’s website when the brochure is mailed, and available 

at the Administration Building, 56 Cathedral Avenue. The Tea fills up fast, so please 

keep us in your thoughts, complete the ticket request form when it’s published in 

February, and we’ll see you in April of 2018!! 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0145TeaSettingUpArtWork.jpg: 

Garden City High School head custodian Tom Nocella (left) and “GN” set up on of the 

art work panels of works by the district’s K-12 students at the Afternoon Tea. 



 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0190TeaTableHatLadies.jpg: 

These beautiful ladies got into the spirit of the Tea with elegant spring hats. 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0172TeaHydrangeaHat.jpg: 

Another of the beautiful hats worn at this year’s Afternoon Tea. 

 



 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0176TeaHotPinkPurpleHat.jpg: 

This year’s judges really had a difficult job – who could choose amongst these beauties? 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0187TeaWhiteFeatherHat.jpg: 

From the simply elegant to the elegantly simple, guests at this spring’s Afternoon Tea 

really outdid themselves! 

 



 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0192TeaTable4.jpg: 

Garden City Public School’s 2017 Afternoon Tea welcomed 167 guests for a yummy 

meal of finger sandwiches, scones, and desserts with entertainment by seven music 

performance groups. 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0232TeaEdPlkotwPoets.jpg: 

The Afternoon Tea’s first “Guest of Honor” was Edward Palkot, one of Garden City’s 

very own centenarians. Mr. Palkot was honored with a poem written by Class of 2020 

members Allison McDonald (left) and Grace DeAngelo (advisor: English teacher 

Catherine Oriani). Ed, who spoke eloquently about the school district during the event, is 

a longtime Garden City resident, was a speech teacher at the high school, and sent his 

four children through the district’s schools.   



  
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0267TeaBoysServer.jpg: 

Guests were served finger sandwiches by Garden City High School student volunteers. 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0362TeaBobMartin.jpg: 

Board of Trustee Bob Martin was seated at Mr. Palkot’s “Guest of Honor” table. Here, a 

student volunteers serves Mr. Martin one of the donated fancy pastries offered to guests – 

this one, a delicious mini-cupcake, was created by “TEAm” member, Chef Christine 

Bernhard.  



 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0333TeaOperaChorus.jpg: 

Seven musical groups performed at this year’s Afternoon Tea. Here, members of 

Stewart’s fifth grade opera production “The Elixir of Love” perform “Tristan Adored 

Isolde.”  

 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0368TeaEdPalkotClose.jpg: 

Guest of Honor Edward Palkot was served a pastry donated by the Panera on Franklin 

Avenue. Note the flowers in the teapot centerpiece in the foreground – these are actually 



a grouping of individual flower pens created for this year’s guests by Garden City Middle 

School’s sixth graders.  

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0426TeaHatPrizeswKids.jpg: 

This year’s Ladies Hat contest winners are pictured here with second graders from 

Stratford Avenue in their Earth Day recycled hats. The students hold baskets of comment 

cards they subsequently handed out to the Tea guests. 

 

 
Caption for 4-27-17IMG_0432TeaTable17CommentCards.jpg: 

At the conclusion of the 2017 Afternoon Tea and using the flower pens created by the 

sixth graders, attendees provided messages for the student performers and suggestions for 

next year’s event. 

 

 


