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RECOGNITIONS

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the October 25 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
The Board recognized seven high school seniors
nominated as semifinalists for the National Merit
Scholarship: Ana Bucevic, Sofia Fuertes, James
Haedrich, Maria Santos, James Vinciguerra, Shelley
Wang and Sophia Wang.

Audit Committee members George Crowley, Brett
Donelan, S. Benjamin Murolo and Carl Olivieri were
recognized for their work as the advisory
committee to the Board of Education on the
district’s financial reports and other items. 

This week, we recognized Garden City’s Board of
Education for its continued work of overseeing the
education of our community’s children as part of
Board Appreciation Week. 

Garden City High School senior Julian Gorman has
earned academic honors from the College Board’s
African American National Recognition Program.  

Garden City High School will be offering students
math support three times per week in the
morning. The district will also keep the writing
support in the mornings until the end of
November to assist with college applications.
This will be funded through the American Rescue
Plan Act.

Peer tutoring will soon be available through the
National Honor Society. 

The district is purchasing additional hand dryers
for the school’s bathrooms. 

The district is examining how we can use the
library for testing. 

The district is looking at ways in which we can
offer more opportunities for passion projects,
both in social studies and independent study
topics. 

AUDIT REPORT 
John Castles and Chris Angotta of Nawrocki Smith,
the district’s independent external auditor, presented
on the fiscal 2022 audit, reporting that the general
fund budget was within the cap as decided by New
York State and operated positively. The report found
no material weaknesses or compliance concerns.

 



The next Board of Education work session will
be held on Nov. 9 at 7 p.m. The public session
will include a discussion with fourth and fifth
grade students from Stratford and Stewart
schools, as well as a presentation on
mathematics. 

COMMUNICATIONS SURVEYBUILDING PROJECT UPDATES
The district received 407 responses on the
survey that was sent out. Top findings
concluded that parents like the On the Line
newsletter and social media platforms. The
district is looking into ways to streamline
communication on both ParentSquare and the
website. 

SPACE FLIGHT PROGRAM
Dr. Elena Cascio and Christine Lebenns have
spearheaded the Student Space Experiment
Team at Garden City Middle School that began
last year. Last week, students participated in a
videoconference with the experts who
designed the space minilab they used for their
project. During the conference, the team
loaded their samples into the minilabs for the
flight and ground experiments. The SpaceX-26,
which will carry the students’ microgravity
experiment and flight patches to the
International Space Station, is scheduled to
launch on Nov. 18, though the date is subject
to change. 

Construction on Stewart and Stratford’s innovation
labs have continued through October with much
progress. In the next couple weeks, they plan to
add technical elements to the rooms, such as
smartboards. 

Construction at Garden City Middle School library is
expected to continue until mid-November, while
glass partitions are expected to be installed in
December, new doors are expected in January and
the HVAC installation is planned for February. 

At Stratford, all valve replacement work has been
completed, while new radiator covers are expected
to be installed near the end of 2022. 


