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Garden City Public Schools Welcomes Australia’s Dr. Phyllis Watson, AM 

 

  “Science research is so very important, I can’t stress that enough,” shared retired 

University of Sydney Professor Phyllis Watson, AM, during her meeting with Dr. Steven 

Gordon’s science research class at Garden City High School on October 19th. Dr. Watson has 

been recognized around the globe for her work in health information management systems.  



  
 

 While in the school district, Dr. Watson also met with Garden City Middle School eighth-

grader Austin Crouchley (above), National Honorable Mention winner in the 2017 3M Young 

Scientists competition and Broadcom MASTERS National Finalist, and with Garden City High 

School senior Alan Jian (below), recently named a Siemens Science Regional Finalist for his 

work in chemotherapeutic substances to discuss each student’s ideas and science research 

projects. 

  

 
 



 Dr. Watson led the School of Health Information Management at the University of 

Sydney. She was made an Honorary member of the International Federation of Health Records 

Organizations in 1993 and, in the same year, made an Honorary member of the German 

Association of Medical Documentalists. She is also an Honorary Professor of the Chinese 

Academy of Medical Sciences in Beijing, The People's Republic of China.  

 At nearly 84 years young, Dr. Watson keeps a brisk schedule, traveling the world 

accepting consultancies under contract to the World Health Organization. Professor Watson 

received the Order of Australia (AM) in 1994 for her national and international services to the 

field of medical record administration. She is passionate about medical record-keeping and the 

role science research plays in the tracking and eradication of diseases.  

 Professor Watson posed many questions to Garden City High School’s science research 

students during her classroom visit. A student asked Dr. Watson what inspired her to become a 

scientist. She shared her upbringing in the Outback and in Sydney, and how she always wanted 

to be a nurse from the time she was 4 or 5 years old. “I just really enjoy helping people,” she 

commented. A bout of rheumatic fever excluded her from doing any direct work with patients, so 

she sought an area of medicine that was developing and purposeful - medical record-keeping – 

and never looked back. 

 Dr. Gordon asked Dr. Watson how Australia provides healthcare for Aboriginal peoples 

in the Outback. She explained that much is done by “Air Doctors,” medical personnel who are 

transported by helicopter or small plane to remote areas. Because Australia’s native population 

of Aboriginal tribes can be spread over vast areas of the continent’s inland dessert, messages are 

periodically sent to remote areas announcing when and where a doctor will be seeing patients. 

Dr. Watson said that it is very common for even the smallest Outback community to have an 

airstrip for just such health services.    

  “This was a unique opportunity for our research students to meet such a renowned 

scientist and hear first-hand about her work in Australia and around the world,” said Dr. Elena 

Cascio, science curriculum coordinator. “We are very thankful to Professor Watson for sharing 

her fascinating story with our students!”   

 All in all, it was an enlightening and enjoyable morning of interactions. The school 

district would like to thank Professor Watson for visiting Garden City Public Schools and 

spending time with our science research students!      

 


