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Athletes Are Back in Action
Garden City athletes hit the ground
running on Jan. 4, when the winter
sports season commenced. Bowling,
riﬂe, gymnastics, track and ﬁeld and
fencing teams had a very smooth
transition, with many strategies put
into place to mitigate the risk of
COVID 19 spread.
The district organized teams
into cohorts so that students only
practiced on the days they attended
school in person. The girls’ gymnastics

program had a successful move from
Stratford Elementary School to the
middle school and a team of 24 girls
competed in virtual and in-person
meets. During the virtual meets, one
ofﬁcial would go to each of the two
buildings and scores were compared.
The boys and girls fencing teams both
had an outstanding season and made it
to the Nassau County Semi Finals.
The district’s live streaming
capacities have provided families
and other spectators with live video
feeds of home games held at the high
school.

The return to high-risk sports was
authorized on February 1 and the
basketball and wrestling programs
received excellent participation with
more than 140 students trying out.
The fall season commenced on March
1, with more than 670 students trying
out for 12 different competitive teams
plus the very popular kickline team.

Musical Marvels
Garden City musicians continue
to shine despite challenges that
the pandemic has posed. Since
September, the High School has
celebrated a National Association
for Music Education All-National
Mixed Chorus musician, ﬁve
NYSSMA All-State performers and
two NAfME All-Eastern Honor
Ensembles participants. Additionally,
the Jazz Ensemble’s fall 2020 holiday
performance was selected to be
featured in the New York State
Band Directors Association Virtual

Symposium’s Pandemic
Performance Showcase.
Exciting plans are in
the works for May and
June, when the district’s Music
Department plans to feature all grade
levels in a series of virtual concerts.
These performances will provide
families with opportunities to share in
students’ positive music experiences in
a safe, social-distance friendly format.
The schools will also hold virtual
art exhibits this spring to showcase
students’ talents and creativity.

2021-2022 Budget:
Important Dates
Budget Work Sessions
March 23
April 7
April 20: Budget Adoption
May 4: Budget Hearing
May 18: Budget Vote

Dear Community Members,
I hope you and your families are healthy and
safe. We are pleased to have fully opened our
schools to all students, and having vaccinations
in distribution brings great reassurance that we
are on our way back to the traditional school
events and celebrations we enjoy.
I have had the opportunity to visit many
classrooms throughout the buildings, and it is
heartwarming to hear how thrilled students are
to be back full time and in person. Our students
give the best advice and shared some wonderful
insights that helped the transitions go smoothly.
I continue to be impressed by our students’
cooperation with protocols – even our youngest
classes know the routines with masks and
handwashing and have adapted to the changes
this school year has brought. Our staff members
deserve acknowledgment as well, having learned
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resourceful ways to bring enriching instruction
and interactive activities into the classrooms.
We concluded the winter athletics season and
started our fall sports in March. We are looking
forward to an April homecoming game, and
some special events are in store from our music
department this spring.
Administrative searches for new principals at
Locust and the Middle School are under way, and
we will continue to keep the community apprised
of any appointments. Students were involved in
the process and met with candidates.
We are heading into the budget development
process for 2021-22, and on Page 4 you will
see dates of some upcoming work sessions as
the May vote approaches. We welcome the
community’s participation in our discussions and
value your input.
Spring break is also coming up, and I ask that
everyone adheres to the safety guidelines from
the NYS Department of Health. We want to keep
schools open and continue moving forward. As
always, I thank you for your support and interest
in our programs.
Sincerely,
Kusum
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

A New and Improved
GCHS Library

The Garden City High School
library was revamped with many exciting
changes, and students are making use
of the updated space and more efﬁcient
organization. The summer of 2020
brought several renovation projects, and
space was reallocated for a smoother
ﬂow. Additionally, the library now
features many virtual tools in light of
the pandemic, which have broadened
resources for learning, reading, creating
and mindfulness.
Newly installed maroon and gray
carpeting, freshly painted walls and
re-covered bookshelves are only the
beginning of the library’s more modern
ambiance. Rows of books that were
rearranged and categorized by genre lead
into the main study area where tables are
separated with dividers, and a new, smaller
circulation desk on wheels now stands
in the center for easy transition within
the facility. It is bordered by a new Quiet
Study Space and the previously existing,
but upgraded, Research Computer Lab
and Makerspace/Innovation Lab. All

usage and statistics for these designated
areas are logged. This year, student signin was moved to a contactless QR code
system.
The Quiet Study Space is a glasssurrounded room where students can
study, work quietly and independently,
meet with a teacher and take time to
incorporate mindful practices into their
days. Its collegiate-style lounge seats are
both comfortable and functional with
arms for laptops.
The Research Computer Lab was
updated with technology that supports
remote learning. The district subscribes to
Overdrive for access to e-books and audio
books.
“This is something we had before,
but it’s become extremely important
during the pandemic in terms of access
and integration with the public library,”
librarian Margaux Calemmo said.
The high school’s Makerspace/
Innovation Lab was introduced four
years ago as the result of a PTA grant. It
(continued on page 2)
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A New and Improved

A Fond Farewell and Warm
Welcome

GCHS Library

has been moved to a more functional, semi-glassed-in
space where students can work on STEAM projects.
They aim to create with purpose and apply skills
to numerous service initiatives. A new 3D printer
was added this year, and teachers have been able to
continue makerspace use between in-person and virtual
activities.
Artworks were installed to provide aesthetic
enhancements while spotlighting students’ talents.
Illustrations made in AP art classes portraying famous
book covers are showcased in between bookshelves, and
a rotating gallery of student artwork in the Quiet Study
Space and Research Computer Lab is on the horizon
for next year.
Looking ahead to postpandemic times, high school
students will beneﬁt from more collaborative layout
in the central space and features such as mobile ﬂip
whiteboard tables so that they can work together and
continue to learn interactively.

News

Around
the

Schools

Locust School welcomed back James Curran
as Interim Principal on Feb. 22. Since 2005,
Mr. Curran has held numerous interim
administrator roles in the district, including
a six week long interim principal position
at Locust in 2013. The district also extends
its appreciation to Dr. Jean Ricotta for her
13 years of service. During her time in the
district she served on many committees
and was instrumental in literacy initiatives.
Our students, staff members and families
wish her well in her next chapter.

Homestead Grows Gardens
of Hope

Last spring, members of the Garden City
community started a rock garden outside
Homestead School, conveying hope during
GLIƓFXOWWLPHV0DQ\ORFDOUHVLGHQWVDQG
families were moved at the thoughtful
tribute and added their own rocks, decorated
with positive messages. This fall, Donna
:HOFKōVFODVVGHFLGHGWRH[SDQGWKHURFN
garden so that more members of the school
and neighborhood could enjoy it. Students
decorated rocks with colorful images and
encouraging words, and placed them on the
building’s front lawn.

Building Bridges With Science
at Stratford

Second graders in Catherine Metrick’s
class at Stratford School tested their
science skills during a collaborative
activity. Remote learners joined those in
the classroom through Zoom, and small
groups worked together building bridges
that supported 21 plastic bears. They used
paper plates, construction paper, cardboard
tubes, masking tape and popsicle sticks
and considered the properties of each
material to determine which combinations
ZRXOGPDNHWKHLUEULGJHŴH[LEOHVWURQJ
and large enough. The project involved
brainstorming, designing and testing
ideas to yield successful results. Students
demonstrated excellent teamwork and
problem-solving skills!
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Bedtime Stories Bring Sweet
Dreams to Hemlock Students
Hemlock students enjoyed coming
together virtually for several bedtimestory Zoom sessions. On Dec. 7, when
Principal Audrey Bellovin read Molly
and Magruder Return to New York, they
received a special visit from author
Susanne Jacoby Hale. Other stories that
have been featured include Every Night
Is Pizza Night, by J. Kenji Lopez-Alt and
The Yawns Are Coming, by Christopher
Eliopoulos.

TEDEd Club Launches at the
Middle School

The Middle School recently kicked off its
new TEDEd Club with sixth graders. The
club will meet after school once a week
with facilitators Tia Albig, Lauren Lavelle
and Robyn Madden. Students will spend
WKLVWLPHƓUVWOHDUQLQJWKHFRPSRQHQWVRI
what makes a good TED Talk and then begin
the process of creating their own TED Talks
based on their individual passions. The
goal is for the students to see the power of
their voice all while learning great publicspeaking skills. Stay tuned for TED Talk
presentations in May.

Stewart Students Write
Remotely
Stewart School’s remote students have
been involved in many collaborative,
interactive projects under the
guidance of teacher Gina Leake. Her
class is involved in a pen pal writing
activity with other remote students in
the district. Students also worked on
opinion writing paragraphs by reading
DQGUHVHDUFKLQJWKHQRQƓFWLRQŏ:KR
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High School Students Make
Masks for a Cause

Several classes and programs at the high school
collaborated on making and selling face masks.
Manufacturing, art and ACE students combined their many
skills and talents to create approximately 250 fabric masks
complete with decorative designs.
Teacher Michael Stano taught students to sew, break down
expenses and complete other tasks. Media Arts 2 students
worked under the direction of teacher Denise Holz to
design iron-on vinyl decals that were later cut with a Cricut
PDFKLQHDQGDIƓ[HGWRWKHPDVNV7KH$&(VWXGHQWVDQG
teacher Mary Ferrara stepped in from there and took on
the sales and
distribution
responsibilities.
All proceeds
went toward
the building’s
Adopt a Family
fundraiser.

