
Screening for and Addressing Dyslexia in Garden City Public  Schools.

What is dyslexia?

Dyslexia is a neurobiological condition that affects many people.  It is characterized by challenges with accurate and/or
fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.  According to the International Dyslexia Association:

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities. These
difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language that is often
unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction.
Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading
experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge

How does the District screen for signs of dyslexia?

Garden City Public Schools use its MTSS process, a proactive approach to early identification and servicing of students, to

accelerate their learning and prevent further need for additional targeted support. The District’s MTSS process includes:

1. Universal screening in reading and mathematics for all K-8 students multiple times each school year.

2. Increasing levels of targeted support for students who struggle with learning or social/emotional issues.

3. Integrated plans that address students’ unique academic and behavioral needs.

4. Student data to inform instructional planning.

What tools does the District use to screen students for signs of dyslexia?

Click here for the District’s reading assessments used to screen for signs of dyslexia: Garden City Public Schools -

Summary of Reading Screeners 2020-2023 Key screening tools include: DIAL, NWEA, Early Literacy Assessments, Rapid

Automatic Naming (RAN), phonological awareness screening

How does the District provide instruction that addresses signs of dyslexia?

The District provides whole-class, small group, and/or individualized direct, explicit instruction to address signs of

dyslexia.

Tier 1: All students receive high quality, multisensory differentiated academic instruction in the classroom as part of our

Comprehensive Approach to Literacy.

Grades K-2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zi-wHaP2nARNL-4d90ke3F0sIVDKXTW6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zi-wHaP2nARNL-4d90ke3F0sIVDKXTW6/view?usp=share_link


● Fundations: Fundations students receive a systematic, multisensory program in critical foundational skills

emphasizing: print concepts, letter formation, phonological and phonemic awareness, sound mastery, phonics,

word study, and advanced word study, trick word (high frequency word) instruction, vocabulary, accuracy,

automaticity, and Fluency, comprehension strategies, handwriting, and spelling

○ Students in grades 3-5 continue their word study work via the Words Their Way curriculum, an approach

to vocabulary growth and spelling development including sound, pattern, and meaning activities, sorting

pictures and words.

Kindergarten

● In-class speech and language support that targets phonological awareness

Grades K and 1

● Heggerty Phonological Awareness Curriculum: rhyming, onset fluency, blending, isolating final and medial

phonemes, segmenting, adding phonemes, deleting phonemes

Tier 1 enhanced K-1: Small group or individualized strategy instruction based on student need

● Fundations Intervention for extra practice with skills and concepts taught but not mastered during the

whole-class Standard Lesson

● Heggerty

● Teacher-created materials

Tier 1 enhanced 2-5: Small group or individualized strategy instruction based on student need

● Fundations Intervention for extra practice with skills and concepts taught but not mastered during the

whole-class Standard Lesson (grade 2)

● Words Their Way (3-5)

● Teacher-created material

Tiers II & III: Targeted, supplemental instruction with progress monitoring (small groups and individualized)

Grades K and 1

● Fundations Intervention for extra practice with skills and concepts taught but not mastered during the

whole-class Standard Lesson

● A Structured Literacy approach that is explicit, systematic and multisensory

○ Includes phonology, sound-symbol association, syllable instruction, orthography and morphology

Grade 2

● Fundations Intervention for extra practice with skills and concepts taught but not mastered during the

whole-class Standard Lesson

● Explicit, systematic writing instruction: evidence-based strategies to address sentence writing

● A Structured Literacy approach that is explicit, systematic and multisensory

○ Includes phonology, sound-symbol association, syllable instruction, orthography and morphology

Grade 3 and up

● Explicit, systematic writing instruction:  evidence-based strategies to address sentence and paragraph writing

● A Structured Literacy approach that is explicit, systematic and multisensory

○ Includes phonology, sound-symbol association, syllable instruction, orthography and morphology


