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Dear Members of the Garden City School
Community,
It’s been a wonderful start to spring across our
buildings! Our students and staff have taken
advantage of the nice weather, engaging in
all types of outside activities. Our Hemlock
students have begun the planting process,
beautifying the school’s garden through
hands-on learning. Meanwhile, other buildings
are bringing the classroom outdoors, and our
student-athletes are out on our fields, with
Nassau County playoffs underway. In this
newsletter, some of our students highlight their
favorite parts of school during the spring.
Many of our programs are blooming, especially
the expansion of student clubs at Stratford and
Stewart Schools. Students have shown great
enthusiasm in the program, getting involved in a
number of clubs that align with their interests –
from robotics, to writing, to dance and debate.
Due to the overwhelming response to clubs
at the elementary level, we look forward to
continuing to these offerings next year.
We are always eager to celebrate our student
accomplishments. Notably, sophomore
James Nagler placed first in his category
at the Regeneron International Science and
Engineering Fair and our High School Robotics
Team competed alongside students from
across the globe in the VEX Robotics World
Championship. In addition, bravo to all of our
students who were part of our live musicals!
It was amazing to see our students to step on
stage and perform once again in front of a live
audience. We have so much talent that exists
here in Garden City.
I would like to thank the community for its
support of our school budget. There was a large
voter turnout, including many of our students
who came to vote with their parents. The entire
District was bustling throughout the day – from
our jazz ensemble and chamber orchestra
performing for voters, to parents and students
admiring the art gallery at the high school. We
are fortunate to be part of a District where our
community partners closely with our schools.
As June approaches, there are many more
opportunities to honor our students. I look
forward to seeing many of you at these end-ofthe-year events!
Sincerely,
Kusum
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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ISEF First Award Winner
Congratulations to sophomore,
James Nagler, for his incredible
accomplishment at the Regeneron
International Science and Engineering
Fair held in Atlanta. James competed
against high school students from
across the globe and was awarded
first place in the Embedded Systems
category with his project titled,
“Project Vision - Virtual Environment
Through AI Recognition.” James
successfully designed and built a
working prototype of a device to assist
the visually impaired in navigating their
environments.
“James showed skill, determination
and talent in producing a working device
to help the vision impaired,” science
research teacher Dr. Steven Gordon

said. “He demonstrated perfectly how
engineering and science can help improve
the world.”
James was awarded $5,000 for being
named a First Award winner. To compete
at ISEF, he previously was named the
first place Grand Award Winner in his
category at the Long Island Science and
Engineering Fair.
We are extremely proud of James and
celebrate his outstanding work!

ROBOTICS TEAM

Advances to World Championships

The High School Robotics Team
competed in the Vex Robotics World
Championship in Dallas this May, after a
successful New York State Championship.
At the state championship in March,
the team placed eighth out of 57 teams
and won the Amaze Award, which is given
to the team judged to have an amazing,
well-rounded, top-performing robot. As

a result of the award and the top-eight
performance, the team received a bid to
the world championship.
The team is made up of six juniors
– Maria Santos, Stephanie Wang, Faith
Short, Wenzhen Jian, Savannah Ma and
Cristina Seoylemezian – who each play an
important role.
“It’s amazing to see them work
together,” robotics advisor and GCHS
science teacher Mr. Vinny Pane said.
“This is constant problem-solving. You
change one thing; you create other
circumstances. They’ve done a great job
together.”
This marks the first time in the team’s
seven-year history that it has qualified for
the world championships, where students
competed with teams from more than 41
countries.

New Stewart Principal and

Director of Athletics
We are pleased to announce
the appointment of Keri Hand
as the new principal of Stewart
School and Eduardo Ramirez
as the District’s new Director of
Athletics, Physical Education and
Health.
Ms. Hand currently serves
as the Stewart School assistant
principal, starting as interim
assistant principal in 2018. She
collaborates with the current
principal, Mrs. Norton, provides
professional development
opportunities and communicates
with faculty, parents and the entire
community. She has also assisted
with districtwide work in literacy
and the multitiered system of
supports for students.
Prior to becoming the assistant
principal at Stewart School, Ms.
Hand was a general education
teacher in the building for 12
years.
“It is a true honor to be

appointed as the next principal of
Stewart School,” Ms. Hand said.
“Stewart is a special place filled
with hardworking and caring
students, dedicated professionals
and supportive parents. I have
been lucky to be a part of this
community for many years, and
I look forward to continuing my
journey here in this new capacity.”
“We are so excited to see
Ms. Hand step into this new
role at Stewart School,” said
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Kusum Sinha. “She is no stranger
to the building, or our Garden
City school community. She
will continue to build a strong
school community and take
Stewart School to the next level
of teaching and learning. I look
forward to working with Ms.
Hand in her new role.”
Mr. Ramirez comes to
Garden City with a strong
background in school athletics
and administration. He currently
serves as the Director of Physical
Education, Health Education,
Health Services and Athletics
within the Baldwin Union Free
School District. He has held this
position since 2005, supervising
multiple departments. Prior to
that, Mr. Ramirez spent three
years as the Dean of Students
at Baldwin Senior High School
and four years as a K-12 physical
education teacher in the South
Huntington School District.

Throughout his career,
Mr. Ramirez has received a
number of accolades, including
being named the Athletic
Administrator of the Year by
the New York State Athletic
Administrators Association.
Additionally, he is affiliated with
regional athletic organizations,
including formerly serving as the
Nassau County Athletic Council
President.
“After a long search to fill
our athletic director position,
we are pleased to welcome Mr.
Ramirez into the Garden City
community,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha.
“Mr. Ramirez brings experience to
the District that we know will be
an asset to our students. We are
excited for him to lead our teams
in the upcoming fall season.”
Ms. Hand and Mr. Ramirez’s
appointments are effective July 1.
We are excited to welcome them
into their new roles!

Out of this World!

The science experiment designed by a team of seventh graders, Bridget Coviello, Isabelle DeNoto,
Samantha Racich and Elsie Ross, is expected to launch soon! As part of the National Center for Earth
and Space Science Education’s Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP), the team’s project was
chosen to be part of Mission 16 to the International Space Station. Astronauts will work on our students’
experiment, “How does microgravity affect the germination of a tomato seed?”
Two pieces of Garden City student artwork are also headed for outer space. Mission patches designed
by fifth grader Maggie Rogers and seventh grader Sophia Cresciullo were selected flight and will travel 250
miles above Earth’s surface.
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It’s officially sp
ring
and there’s a lo
t to look
forward to! Ga
rden City
students answ
ered the
question: “Wh
at are you
excited about
in school
this spring?”

Alexandra Shalhoub,
Stewart – “In school, I’m looking
forward to going outside more
because it’s been really cold.
I’m looking forward to doing
more in Quest because we just
finished one of our projects, and
I really can’t wait to learn more
things in math.”
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Sophie Lippens,
Middle School – “All the
fun
stuff coming up like the
eighth
grade trip. We’re going
to
Adventureland, that’s re
ally
exciting. Also, our orches
tra
concert that’s coming up
.”

Anya Lele, Stratford – “I’m
probably looking forward to
making more friends and
doing more fun things in
school.”

Holly Dolan,
Locust – “I love
going outside
more and seeing
lots of flowers.”
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Stay up to date on the latest news and events from
around our buildings by following our social media
pages! “Like” @GardenCityUFSD on Facebook and
follow @GCUFSD on Twitter!

Back in the Spotlight
Our stages across the District came alive as
students from the High School, Middle School,
Stratford and Stewart put on wonderful musical
productions in front of a live audience for
the first time since before the pandemic. Not
only were students thrilled to experience the
musicals as live, in-person events once again,
the community was eager to fill the seats of our
auditoriums.
High School students were beyond excited
to perform Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
“Cinderella,” a version of the magical fairy tale
reborn with originality, charm and elegance.
Students were at the heart of the performance
– making up the cast, crew and ensemble. The
production drew a full house, adding to the
excitement of stepping back on stage.
“There was an amazing electricity in our
High School auditorium throughout each
performance that will never be forgotten,”
director Amanda Hauser said. “The students
couldn’t believe it when they heard they had

sold-out shows. The cast made memories and
formed bonds with one another that will last
a lifetime, and they can’t wait for next year’s
musical!”
Our Middle School students put on a
performance of “Into the Woods Jr.” and
brought some fairy tale characters to life.
“The students delivered humorous lines,
sang songs with finesse and gave the audiences
a most joyous experience,” said District
coordinator of music and the arts Dr. Nina
Prasso.
At Stewart and Stratford schools, fifth
graders were the ones in the spotlight. “The
Jungle Book” marked Stewart’s first-ever
musical production in front of a live audience,
whereas Stratford students performed the
musical “Annie.” Even at the younger level, our
musicals provide opportunities for students in a
number of different areas and departments.
“The backdrops were designed by our art
teachers and student helpers,” Dr. Prasso said.

“The sets and costumes were stunning and
added to the students’ impressive acting, singing
and dancing.”
Our musical productions create a positive
experience for our students and provide an
additional outlet for them to express their
creativity. We are amazed by the amount of
talent in Garden City and look forward to the
next time students take center stage!

Garden City High School’s Production of Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s “Cinderella.”

Garden City Middle School students put on a
performance of “Into the Woods Jr.”

Stewart students took the stage for the school’s first
musical production of “The Jungle Book.”

Fifth graders at Stratford were excited to perform
“Annie.”

