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OUT OF THIS WORLD
EXPERIMENT

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the Jan. 25 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 

STATUS OF OUR SCHOOLS

The Board of Education and administration
recognized the four seventh grade students,
Bridget Coviello, Isabelle DeNoto, Samantha
Racich and Elsie Ross, who had their project
selected to be launched into space as part of the
Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP).
The students shared details about how astronauts
will conduct their experiment, “How does
microgravity affect the germination of a tomato
seed?” at the International Space Station. Science
curriculum coordinator and program director Dr.
Elena Cascio, along with science teacher Christine
Lebenns, explained how the entire district has
been participating in the program through a
number of interdisciplinary projects.

Board President William Holub introduced the
District’s legal counsel to give a recap of the prior
24 hours in terms of the mask mandate in New
York. The District’s counsel explained how a New
York State Supreme Court judge determined the
State’s mask mandate was unconstitutional and in
turn, the District decided to make mask-wearing
optional for all students and staff on Tuesday,
Jan. 25. He further explained that the State filed
an appeal of this ruling, which resulted in a stay of
the Court’s decision regarding the mask mandate.
The counsel advised that districts must adhere to
the mask mandate until a full panel of the
appellate court holds a hearing, set for Jan. 28,
and makes a decision.

ERIN'S LAW
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and
Instruction Dr. Edward Cannone presented on Erin’s
Law, a New York State requirement for all public
schools to teach prevention-focused lessons on
child sexual abuse and exploitation to students in
kindergarten through grade 8. Dr. Cannone spoke
about the District’s approach to implementing the
prevention-oriented child sexual abuse lessons in
all schools. He explained how the age-appropriate
curriculum was developed with the help of a District
social worker, Tracy Martinez, and health teacher,
Jen Soper, as well as the timeline of its
implementation. The community is invited to attend
a one-hour webinar on Erin’s Law on Jan. 31 at 6
p.m.

SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha
reminded the community about upcoming virtual
Parent University sessions and encouraged
participation. She noted that the Governor’s
proposed executive budget was recently
announced and stated that the District will keep
the Board and community informed as the
proposed budget is reviewed by legislators.



OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:
The 2022-2023 school calendar was
discussed. Dr. Sinha explained that the
Board would be deciding on one of two
options for the upcoming school year. The
difference between the calendar options
regards the start date of school and the
number of traditional and remote snow
days built in. The calendar discussion was
tabled and will be handled at an upcoming
Board meeting.

Dr. Sinha informed the community that the
District received its anticipated state aid
runs and is expected to receive additional
monies in Foundation Aid. Assistant
Superintendent for Business & Finance Dana
DiCapua discussed state aid more in depth.
She said that the District is still working
through the numbers and assured that the
updated information would be reflected in
school budget documents and presentations.

As we approach budget season, Dr. Sinha
informed the community of the upcoming
work sessions. The first work session
will be on Feb. 8 and will include an
overview of the school budget for the
2022-23 school year. From there, each
month will include work sessions until
the budget vote on May 17. The budget
calendar is posted on the District
website.

Dr. Sinha shared several retirement
announcements that were included on
the agenda. She acknowledged the
retirement announcements of Stewart
Principal Linda Norton, Director of
Technology Dr. Rita Melikian,
Coordinator of Music and Arts Dr. Nina
Prasso, Teacher Aide Darlene Maglio and
Head Custodian Fate Simpkins. Dr. Sinha
thanked these individuals for their
dedication and service to the Garden City
School community. She wished them all
the best in their future endeavors.

 

UPCOMING BOARD
OF ED MEETINGS:
February 8: Work Session and 2022/2023
Proposed Budget Discussion, Garden City High
School, 8:15 p.m.

February 14: Regular Session and 2022/2023
Proposed Budget Discussion, Garden City High
School, 8:15 p.m.

The agenda included a $17,200 grant
from SEPTA to be used for educational
items throughout the schools, as well as
a donation from Mr. Victor Lee to be
used for STEAM items in the middle
school.
Dr. Cannone discussed the high school
course proposals that were included on
the agenda, including Contemporary
America and AP Statistics. Dr. Cannone
gave a brief overview of what is included
in the class curriculums and why they
will benefit and engage our high school
students.
 


