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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the June 14 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 

CONGRATULATIONS
RETIREES

A number of students were recognized at the start
of the meeting for recent accomplishments. Dr.
Sinha started by acknowledging the students who
participated in the Empire Games for the
Physically Challenged. Sophomore James Nager
was honored for his success at the Regeneron
International Science and Engineering Fair and the
GCHS robotics team was recognized for making it
to the World Championships. Additionally, the
Board acknowledged students who were named
winners in the Long Island Science Congress
Junior Division, Future Engineers Power to Explore
Student Challenge and NYS Senate Earth Day
Contest.

Thirty-two faculty and staff members who are
retiring this year were formally recognized at a
reception ahead of the meeting. In total, these
members of the Garden City school community
have dedicated more than 690 years of service.
The District thanks all of its retirees and wishes
them the best in the future.

HONORING BOARD MEMBERS
It marked the last meeting for Board of Education
President Bill Holub and Vice President Stefanie
Granville. Dr. Sinha and fellow trustees thanked
Mr. Holub and Ms. Granville for their service to the
community. New York State Assemblyman Ed Ra
was present at the meeting and recognized the
outgoing Board members, while New York State
Senator Kevin Thomas sent over proclamations.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha
shared information regarding the District’s
program through the ARPA funds. She noted the
District will continue to use the i-Ready online
software for reading and math. Dr. Ted Cannone
will hold a webinar on June 22 to help parents
learn about the i-Ready program and how to use it
at home. An in-person reading program will also
take place at the high school this summer for K-5
Tier III students whose parents have indicated
interest through a recent survey. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT



OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:
The Garden City SEPTA presented the
Nancy Maher-Maxwell Award to Stratford
School psychologist, Danielle Warnke. The
award was created in memory of the former
head of Pupil Personnel Services, Ms.
Nancy Maher-Maxwell, and is bestowed in
her honor to an individual who goes above
his or her job responsibilities to help the
special education students in our District.
Ms. Warnke was honored for being a
champion for inclusion at Stratford.

Director of Pupil Personnel Services
Janine Villez gave an update on the
DESSA screening tool in the District. It
was first administered about a month
ago and targeted transitioning students,
including fifth graders, eighth graders
and high school students. The strength-
based assessment addresses where the
District needs to grow in social-
emotional learning. It identified the areas
of decision-making and self-management
as needs at the high school level. In
response, counselors pushed into some
high school classes. Next year, the
assessment will be administered K-12 to
identify social-emotional classroom
lessons.

UPCOMING BOARD
OF ED MEETINGS:
July 5: Regular Session - District Reorganization,
Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

Lauren Kaufman, current Stratford School
assistant principal, was appointed the
District’s new Director of Literacy and
Rachel Lindsey was appointed the new
assistant principal at Stewart School.

Dr. Rita Melikian was appointed the Interim
Director of Technology.

The corrective action plan was reviewed by
the audit committee and submitted to the
New York State Education Department.

Two donations were included on the
agenda. SEPTA donated $150 to purchase
garden supplies for the Garden Buddies
Project in Ms. Warnke’s class at Stratford
School. The Board also accepted the
donation of a Pearl Forum Drum Set for the
High School music department by Mr. and
Mrs. Tom Tranfaglia.

Dr. Sinha reminded the community of
important upcoming dates. There will be no
school on June 20, in honor of Juneteenth.
She reminded parents of upcoming half
days and noted that graduation is being
held on June 25 while congratulating the
Class of 2022. 


