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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the April 26 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 

LONG RANGE 
PLANNING STUDY

Dr. Sinha had several things to report on including
a number of student and District achievements. Dr.
Sinha announced Garden City High School’s recent
ranking as one of the best high schools in the U.S.
according to an annual list by U.S. News and World
Report. GCHS was ranked 214th in the U.S. and
23rd in New York State. She noted that the ranking
is a reflection of the collective efforts of students
and teachers across all of our buildings. Dr. Sinha
stated that high school students were pleased to
hear about the ranking during a recent meeting she
had with them. They also noted that they were
grateful their voices are being incorporated into
the District’s planning. Dr. Sinha invited these
students to an upcoming Board meeting to share
their experiences and how we can make their
experiences even better. In addition, Dr. Sinha
congratulated student Rebecca Phinney for
winning an all-expense paid trip to Germany due to
her performance on the National German Exam,
and recognized the girls lacrosse team for their
recent feature in Newsday and on News 12.

The Western Suffolk BOCES Office of School
Planning and Research gave an overview of the
demographics and enrollment numbers and trends
within Garden City. The study takes place every
two years and helps the District plan for
enrollment. In summary, the presentation
suggested that District enrollment is forecasted to
remain relatively stable during the next five years,
with a projected gain of 57 students.

2022 TENURE RECIPIENTS
Eleven individuals were granted tenure at the start
of the meeting. Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Kusum Sinha and the Board congratulated these
faculty members and thanked them for their
service to the Garden City school community.
Prior to the meeting, the tenure recipients were
formally honored at a reception where their
building principals spoke about their contributions
to our students and why this honor is well-
deserved.

Dr. Sinha provided follow-ups to three items that
were brought up at previous Board meetings:
1.     Project Lead the Way – GCHS Principal Kevin
Steingruebner highlighted the work that has been
done thus far with the implementation of Project
Lead the Way. After some staffing changes, he
assured the Board that there is a plan in place to
grow the Project Lead the Way program at the
High School. Notably, Aerospace Engineering will
be a new Project Lead the Way course introduced
next school year.
2.     Primary Math Resource – Dr. Ted Cannone
explained why the District is introducing a new
primary math resource, as an analysis of student
performance on exams show students are ready
for more complex math. Additionally, Dr. Cannone
provided a visual of the rollout plan of the
program and its associated costs.
3.     American Rescue Plan Act – Dr. Sinha gave
an update on the American Rescue Plan Act. She
provided a timeline starting from when Districts
were made aware about the federal funding and
outlined the District’s next steps. Dr. Sinha also
provided the CRRSA spending plan and the ESSA
spending plan and projected expenses.

FOLLOW-UPS



The agenda included a donation from the
PTA of three separate grants for $1,800
each for flexible seating in the Middle
School. In addition, Friends of STEAM
donated $2,500 toward the cost of the
Robotics Team going to the Vex Robotics
World Championship. Dr. Sinha thanked
both organizations for supporting our
students and programs.

 Dr. Sinha announced upcoming spring
events, which can all be found on the
District website calendar. She also
stated that the date for next year’s
Homecoming has been scheduled and is
set to take place on October 1.

OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:
Assistant Superintendent for Human
Resources and Leadership Development
Nanine McLaughlin gave an update on the
hiring process of open positions. She
stated she is hopeful for a May 17
appointment for both the Coordinator for
Music and Art and Director of Technology.
Mrs. McLaughlin noted that the Stewart
Assistant Principal will likely be a June
appointment.

Assistant Superintendent for Business and
Finance Dana DiCapua highlighted the
accepted bids included on the agenda for the
approved construction projects to take place
over the summer. Overall, the approved bids
came in within budget.

Over the last few months, the District has
been looking to upgrade its security
systems, specifically its camera
software. Ms. DiCapua shared that the
agenda included an approval for a
proposal from Digital Provisions, one of
the top companies in video management
software with remote access. 

UPCOMING BOARD
OF ED MEETINGS:
May 10: Work Session and Budget Hearing,
Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

May 17: Regular Session and Budget Vote,
Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
to our 2022 tenure recipients! 


