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SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the March 22 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 2022-2023 PROPOSED BUDGET

During Dr. Sinha’s update, she acknowledged a
number of recent student achievements and
districtwide events. Dr. Sinha congratulated
sophomores James Nagler and Olivia Bailey for
their achievements at the Long Island Science and
Engineering Fair. James was named a first place
Grand Award Winner and will go on to compete at
the International Science and Engineering Fair,
whereas Oliva was given and Honorable Mention
for her project. In addition, Dr. Sinha
acknowledged the High School Vex Robotics
team’s success as they will compete in the World
Championship this May. Later in her report, Dr.
Sinha reflected on the Hoops for Hope event at the
High School, which brought the entire Garden City
community together to support a good cause. She
also applauded the many musicals happening
around the district, with the Middle School’s
production of “Into the Woods” being the most
recent.

Dr. Sinha led the fourth public budget work
session which was the second part of the
instructional components including technology,
athletics and pupil personnel services. Each of
these departments provided insight into their
priorities for this past school year, as well as the
upcoming year. Additionally, Assistant
Superintendent for Human Resources and
Leadership Development Nanine McLaughlin
presented the staffing changes included in the
proposed Budget. For a full breakdown of the
presentation, please see our Budget Brief located
under the Budget Information tab on the District
website.

OPEN BOARD SEAT 

NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR &
STEWART PRINCIPAL 
The Board appointed Ms. Keri Hand as the new
principal at Stewart School, effective July 1. Ms.
Hand currently serves as the Stewart School
assistant principal, and prior to that role, she was
a teacher in the building. Additionally, the Board
appointed Eduardo Ramirez as the District’s new
Director of Athletics, Physical Education and
Health, effective July 1. Mr. Ramirez comes to
Garden City from Baldwin, where he served in the
same administrative role. We are excited to
welcome Ms. Hand and Mr. Ramirez into their new
positions and look forward to their success!

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS PART II 

The Board of Education held a discussion on its
open seat. The District Counsel went over the
options the Board has, including appointing
someone to the seat until the May 17 vote, leaving
the seat open until the May 17 vote or holding a
special election. The Board agreed that it was in
favor of appointing someone.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha and
the Board congratulated the Class of 2022
valedictorian, Emma Nagler, and salutatorian,
Aidan Wu. Dr. Sinha shared Emma and Aidan’s
accomplishments throughout their time at Garden
City High School, as well as some of their future
plans. The District is proud of Emma and Aidan
and wishes them the best!

TOP OF THE CLASS OF 2022



Trustee Matthew Wakeham reported that
the technology committee submitted its
three-year plan to BOCES for review.

 
Assistant Superintendent for Business
and Finance Dana DiCapua clarified the
InterFund transfer for $145,000 on the
agenda. The District had applied for a
state grant in February 2020 to be used
toward the renovation of the High School
library, but just received it in December
2021. The monies will be transferred
from the Capital Fund as excess revenue
to be used to purchase additional
furniture for the High School library in
connection with the High School library
project.

OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:
Dr. Sinha recommended Linda Greene to the
Board to serve as the supervisor of
transportation, following the retirement of
Dave Murphy. Ms. Green previously served
as the assistant supervisor of
transportation. 

Dr. Sinha acknowledged the retirement of
Hemlock nurse, Patti Raymond at the end of
this school year. Ms. Raymond has been with
the District for 24 years and worked at
Stewart School before moving to Hemlock.
Dr. Sinha thanked Ms. Raymond for her
dedication and service and looks forward to
honoring the District’s retirees at a
celebration in June.

The agenda included a number of
donations. Box Tops for Education
donated money for the purchase of
gardening supplies at Stewart School
and indoor recess games at Stratford
School. The Board accepted multiple
grants from the Garden City PTA to be
used across the District’s buildings, as
well as a donation from the Garden City
SEPTA to be used for the Middle School
and High School Best Buddies Program,
and the High School Pairs Program.

UPCOMING BOARD
OF ED MEETINGS:
April 5: Work Session and 2022/2023 Proposed Budget
Discussion, Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

April 11: Special Meeting: Adoption of the  2022/2023
School Budget, Garden City High School, 8:15 p.m.

April 26: Regular Session, Garden City High School, 8:15
p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
to our Class of 2022 
valedictorian and salutatorian!  


