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Congratulations and Best of Luck
on Your Retirement, Dr. Osroff!

Since starting his journey as principal in 2002,  Dr. Osroff' has transformed Garden City Middle School into a
true middle school. He instituted many new programs and ideas such as: teaming core teachers, and adding elective
classes to incoming 7th and 8th graders schedules, Homebase was created and dovetailed with the student’s lunch
periods.  Some other important programs that Dr. Osroff was instrumental in introducing to our school are: Best Buddies,
Nobody Eats Alone, the anti-bullying program, and for the past three years, our school has been designated a No Place
for Hate school. All this hard work was recognized by the Middle States Association and Garden City Middle School
was designated a Blue Ribbon School in 2004. The school was also recognized as one of the Schools to Watch due
to Dr. Osroff’s goal of improving academic and developmental outcomes for all students in the middle grades. We
will miss Dr. Osroff, but we are happy that he will have time to dedicate to his own personal interests and will get to
enjoy more time with his family. Thank you from all of us for your unwavering leadership for the past eighteen years!

8th Grade Band and Late Night Jazz Earn Superior
Ratings at Music in the Parks

On Saturday, May 11, 2019 the Garden City Middle School Eighth Grade Band and Late Night Jazz Ensemble,
under the direction of Ms. Iovino, competed at the Music in the Parks festival held in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
After their morning performances the bands spent the rest of the day at Dorney Park in Allentown, PA.The festivities
culminated with an awards ceremony held inside the park.The ensembles performed for two adjudicators. Each group
played a warm up piece and two adjudicated compositions. Both ensembles earned the coveted “SuperiorRating” with
average scores of 93.5 and 93.75. These were two of the top three scores for the day. Seventeen ensembles performed
at the Bethlehem festival ranging from elementary to high school bands, orchestras, jazz ensembles and choirs.
Each year the adjudicators select the “Best Overall Jazz Soloist” at the festival.Eighth grader tuba player, Jack Lutz
won the award for the second year in a row! Congratulations to all the students for their hard work and dedication!
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https://www.google.com/search?q=acadia+national+park&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source=ln
ms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjN89jM3PjiAhUnx1kKHVfhAooQ_AUIESgC&biw=1006&bih=
638&safe=active&ssui=on#imgrc=f4Zbh1XDrp7eXM:
https://www.google.com/search?q=axolotl&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source=lnms&tbm=isch&s
a=X&ved=0ahUKEwiUjeP42_jiAhWEVN8KHfqWBe0Q_AUIECgB&biw=1006&bih=638&safe=active
&ssui=on#imgrc=QWaY3QAuDO3UeM:

Is it a Bird, a Plane, or is it an...Axolotl?
By: Emma Rathgeber

Imagine this: You are in a dream, and you find a snake-looking
creature with legs, spikes that look like coral, and an almost mystifying
ability to grow back any part of its body. Well, you aren’t dreaming.
Say hello to the axolotl!
Yes, the axolotl does have all of these crazy features.
This creature is not a snake, but is an amphibian, and because
of its looks, many confuse the axolotl for the mudpuppy. Both
of these creatures look similar, but are evidently different.
Axolotls aren’t salamanders. First, axolotls live their entire
lives in water. Specifically, axolotls are only found in the lake
complex of Xochimilco, which is near Mexico City. When needed,
axolotls will mature and will leave the water, although this happens
seldom. But, axolotls are close relatives of the tiger salamander.
The axolotl has several abnormal features. One of the axolotl’s
crazy features is that it keeps its larval features even in adulthood. This
means that an adult axolotl will still have the features of a tadpole,
such as its tadpole-like dorsal fins. Furthermore, axolotls have feathery
external gills in adulthood that grow out from the back of its wide head.
Axolotls are close to extinction. A reason for this is the large fish that
are starting to enter into the axolotls’ habitat. In addition, birds of prey are
threatening axolotls. But, of course, a major issue in the endangerment of
axolotls is humans. Mexico City, nearby to the axolotls’habitat, has demands
that cause the Xochimilco Lake complex to be drained and contaminated.
Axolotls are also desired in the aquarium trade, and in Mexico, roasted
axolotl is a very fancy meal. Axolotls are considered critically endangered.
Axolotls have many unique physical features. First, axolotls
have spike-looking branches that branch from their heads. Though,
these crazy looking things do have a purpose. They are gills that
increase the surface area, which is important for gas exchange that
regulates breathing. The tiny filaments on the spikes do this mostly, just
adding on the the amount of surface area for the axolotl’s breathing.

About Acadia
By: Claire McNally

Since its official desination in 1929, Acadia National Park has been a
big tourist attractions in Maine.
Popular attrations include:
•Cadillac Mountain
•Park Loop Road
•Bubble Rock
•Beech Mountain Trail
Other popular things people look for:
•Ferns on a stream
•Woody lily
•Sphagnum moss
•Peregrine falcon
•Sea birds
•Herons
•Sandpipers
•Harlequin ducks
Interesting facts about Acadia National Park:
•a total of 47,452 acres of land
•Acadia offers visitors more than 120 miles of hiking trails.
•20% of the park is classified as wetlands. In each of these wetland
areas, at least one rare plant grows.
Acadia was first established as Sieur de Monts National
Monument in July 1916 by President Woodrow Wilson but was changed
to Lafayette National Park in February 1919 when it became the first
national park east of the Mississippi. It was not until January 1929 that
it officially was named Acadia National Park. Go visit Acadia today!

Blind and Autistic Contestant on ¨America's got Talent¨
Achieves a Golden Buzzer
			By: Olivia Bailey

Kodi Lee stunned the audience and the judges with his singing
and piano skills on the 14th season of ¨America's Got Talent¨. Kodi Lee  
is 22 years old, blind, and is autisitc. Kodi was accompanied on stage by
his mom who encouraged and supported him. Even though he struggles
with his speech, his voice is extraordinary. Kodi sang a flawless cover
of Donny Hathaway's "A Song For You". Kodi got a golden buzzer
from Gabrielle Union and is heading straight to the live shows.

https://www.google.com/search?q=mean+girls+on+broadway&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source
=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiSkdP64PjiAhVSrlkKHYHmCMQQ_AUIEigD&biw=1006&
https://www.google.com/search?q=david+ortiz+shot&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source=lnms&tb
m=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj31qSO3fjiAhWltlkKHX9KDlwQ_AUIEigD&biw=1006&bih=638&safe
=active&ssui=on

Future Baseball Hall of Famer Shot

			By: Grace Carr
Former Boston Red Sox slugger, David Ortiz was ambushed by a
man who got off a motorcycle and shot him in the back on June 9, 2019,
in the Dominican Republic. Ortiz was at a Lounge in Santo Domingo
around 8:50 p.m. when the gunman approached from behind and shot
him. The alleged gunman was captured and beaten by a crowd of people
at the bar. Ortiz was taken to a medical facility where he underwent
surgery and his condition was stable His father said he had no idea
why someone would have shot his son. The 43-year-old Ortiz hit 541
homers in 20 major league seasons, including 14 with the Red Sox. He
helped lead Boston to three World Series titles and retired after the 2016
season. He was a 10-time All-Star and the World Series MVP in 2013.
Breaking news: it has been determined that the shooting was a case of
mistaken identity.

				Mean Girls 			
				By: Alecsa Canaletich

The hit Broadway show Mean Girls starts off with Cady Heron,
played by Erika Henningsen, a teenager who has been homeschooled
her entire life and lived in Africa. Cady and her family to decide to move
to the United States. Cady meets her soon to be best friends Damian,
played by Grey Henson, and Janis, played by Barrett Wilbert Weed, and
they show her around the school. When they go to lunch, they introduce
the lunch tables and all the groups in North Shore High School sing the
amazing medley of “Where Do You Belong”. Cady gets introduced
to The Plastics: Regina George, Gretchen Weiners, and Karen Smith
played by Taylor Louderman, Krystina Alabado, and Kate Rockwell.,
and Cady becomes part of their group. Cady learns The Plastic’s rules
and slowly becomes one of them. After a huge fiasco with all the girls
in the school, they are sent to the gym and confess their secrets. Janis
reveals to everyone how Cady turned into a terrible person. Janis sings
the amazing song “I’d Rather Be Me” showing all girls they shouldn’t
have to change and stay true to themselves. Cady realizes that she has
turned into a person she doesn’t want to be, and she changes for the better.

ABC EXPO
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2019 LAST ABC EXPO
By, Mia Brita and Erin Gately

     This year was the last year of the Garden City Middle School’s famous and popular ABC Expo! This year's theme was outer space, and had  many
different games with that theme such as:  Mission to Mars, Friendship Karaoke, Survivor #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, Shoot for the Moon, and various computer
games. If you played one of the amazing games, you could have won a prize. There were so many different projects to work on, for example, you could’ve
sent a letter to a victim of bullying, or even donated to Make a Wish foundation. You had the chance to vote for our Homebase upstanders sculptures.
There was a movie playing in Mrs. Greenwald’s room explaining the rules for the Expo. There were also upstanding and kindness videos playing
around the room, along with the movie Wall-E. The Expo was hosted Thursday during all periods and parents came at 6:30PM! You could’ve also came
Friday from periods 1-8! The ABC Club had hundreds of people coming to this year's Expo and hundreds of votes and donations. The winners of the
homebase sculptures were; in 1st, Sra. Scarola's Homebase rocket and Mr. Bradshaw’s “Planet Bradshaw” in 2nd. Hope you enjoyed  ABC  Expo!!!!!!

Congratulations

Class of 2023
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		Reviews

Recommended Broadway Shows
By Samantha Fiore

https://www.google.com/search?q=the+big+bang+theory+season+12&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819U
S820&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju5fmQ2_jiAhWiVN8KHfi-CNkQ_AUIEi
gD&biw=1006&bih=638&safe=active&ssui=on

One Big Goodbye
By: Isabel Joudeh

The hit CBS show, The Big Bang Theory, came to an end
on May 16th, 2019. The show ended having completed twelve
seasons. The last season´s episode had 18 million viewers.
However, on the very last episode this season, the audience was
recorded as 23.44 million people. Creator Chuck Lorre is opening
up about why he scrapped a concept for another spin-off of the
sitcom. Lorre has had success by partnering with Jim Parsons to
produce the prequel sitcom, Young Sheldon, which will be back in
the autumn for its third season. Young Sheldon's success encouraged
Lorre and his team to consider a present-day spin-off to follow
The Big Bang Theory´s final season as well, but they ultimately
dropped the project before it even reached the development stage.

Neotheater

By:Isabel Joudeh

The three brothers of AJR: Adam, Jack, and Ryan, released
new music recently. Their new album, Neotheater, has been fully
released. They had two songs called ¨100 Bad Days¨, and ¨Birthday
Party¨ in March of 2019. The album is about being afraid to grow up,
and facing reality. The three of them were scared to face the future/
reality. They shared their experience with the world through music.

Wicked- Wicked is the story about Elphaba and Glinda. This takes place
before the Wizard of Oz when Dorothy, Tin Man, Scarecrow, and the Lion
follow the yellow brick road. The show is about friendship and how friendships
don't last forever. These two girls became roommates at school on accident and
became very strong friends. Elphaba got a ticket to go to Oz and took Glinda
with her. There they went everywhere together and after quite a few arguments
they went their own ways and stayed enemies for the rest of their lives.
Aladdin-Aladdin is a story about an unfortunate man who become trapped
in a jail cellar. There he finds a secret room with jewels, gold, and a beautiful genie
bottle. He opens it up and the genie grants him three wishes. His wishes were to be
a prince, fall in love with a princess he met in fair, and to keep the genie with him
and out of the bottle forever to give him good luck and good vibes. All of Aladdin's
wishes come true. Princess Jasmine and he live happily ever after together.
The Lion King-The Lion King is a story about a young lion named Simba
and his friend Nala who play and go on adventures all the time. When they go
on the next adventure, Zazu, the bird supervisor, goes with Simba and Nala.
They get into a big problem, hyenas. They try to leave, but take Zazu and Nala
so Simba has to get them back on his own. He tries roaring but all that comes
out is a squeak. When Simba tries again, Mufasa, Simba’s father, runs in to
scare the hyenas away. Simba’s uncle, Scar, hears about this and tries to kill
Mufasa and Simba. He takes Simba down to the gorge and then tricks Mufasa
into thinking the wildebeasts are going to run him over. He runs down to save
Simba and gets killed by them. Simba runs away so he doesn't get in trouble for
killing his dad and meets Timon and Pumba and become friends. After a few
years he runs into a lion in the forest. It was Nala. She has told him that Scar
has taken over the Pridelands. They run back to save their families and friends.
They fall in love and live a happy life in Priderock now that everyone is safe.

Episode of “Arthur” Shows Same-Sex Wedding and Alabama
Refuses To Air It

     Phoenix Staff
Staff Members-Olivia Bailey, Mia Brita, Isabel Byrnes, Alecsa
Canaletich, Grace Carr, Perry Casano, Nina Chen, Hailey
Chicco, Anastasia Follender, Erin Gately, Isabel Joudeh, Athena
Karavousanos, Niko Karavousanos, Claire McNally, Erin
O'Connor, Niamh Pfaff, Ariyana Toppin, Dian Wakeham, Sophia
Wang
Reporters- Sam Fiore, Emma Rathgeber, Gianluigi Mazzella,
Jeffery Lee, Riley McNaboe, Mary Kate Macchiarola, Madeline
McCarthy, Macy Reiter, Alicia Zhang, Simone Ouslatcher,
Charlotte Williams, Michelle Hu, Collin Bushart,
Faculty Advisor- Ms. Feerick
Special thanks to all who were instrumental in the
production of this paper, including but not limited to:
Dr. Osroff, Dr.Fasano, Mr. Marr, Mr. Daniels, and Ms.
Brillantino.
Opinions expressed are the writers’ and do not represent
the opinions of the school board, the advisor, or the administration.

				
By: Erin O’Connor
The creators of the kids show Arthur really got it right in their theme
song, especially the line “Everybody that you meet has an original point of
view”. A new episode of the popular kids show, titled “Mr. Ratburn and the
Special Someone”, features the wedding of Arthur’s teacher, Mr. Ratburn. The
controversy and celebration came from the fact that Mr. Ratburn was marrying
another man which went over fine with the children in the show. Consequently,
Alabama television channels refused to air the episode, claiming that it was
either inappropriate for young children or it went against religious beliefs.
Despite the conflict in Alabama, many people believe that it is important for
kids as well as adults to be able to see accurate representations of gay couples
in film and television. This is not the first time Arthur has received backlash for
portrayals of same-sex couples in episodes. In 2005, the show received many
complaints over the presence of two lesbian couples in an episode. Despite
this case of censorship, the episode will remain airing in every other state.

Avengers: Endgame
By:Niko Karavousanos

On April 26, 2019, in the United States a much anticipated movie was
released, Avengers:Endgame. This movie is another Avengers movie that comes
right after the Avengers: Infinity War. If you haven’t seen Avengers: Infinity War,
I would recommend seeing it before the new movie. This movie is about three
hours long. This movie is PG-13 and is Fantasy/Science Fiction. This movie is
about Tony Stark, who is in space, and he sends a message to Pepper Potts as his
oxygen supply starts to decrease. Meanwhile, the remaining Avengers: Thor,
Black Widow, Captain America and Bruce Banner have to figure out a way to
bring back their friends that disappeared and allied superheros for an epic and
intense fight with Thanos who is an evil demigod who destroyed the planet and the
universe. Captain Marvel is in this movie as well as Ant-Man. This movie is huge
and already made an estimates 1.2 billion dollars in the early days of its release.
This movie is packed in most movie theaters and is a great movie to see. I would
recommend seeing this movie because in my opinion it is going to be a great movie.

Adventureland/News
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SpaceX Crew Dragon Destroyed During Test Fire
By: Sophia Wang

On April 20, the Crew Dragon spacecraft was seen bursting into
flames during an engine test at Cape Canaveral.   SpaceX formally announced
that it had been destroyed on May 2, 2019. Hans Koenigsmann, SpaceX’s
vice president of mission assurance, confirmed this during a press briefing,
saying it was connected to when the engines of the spacecraft were fired
up. He said it was possible for SpaceX to get their schedule back on track,
but the event was “certainly not great news for the schedule overall”.
The cause of the explosion is still unknown, but Koenigsmann said he did
not believe that it was due to the SuperDraco thrusters. They have been tested very
thoroughly and performed their tasks over 600 times at SpaceX’s Texas facility.
NASA had wanted Crew Dragon to begin flying U.S astronauts later this year, and
the explosion would be another setback.  The United States has not been able to fly
its own astronauts into orbit since the space shuttle program was discontinued in
2011. NASA currently pays money to Russia to send astronauts to the International
Space Station in Soyuz capsules, and was planning to have private companies begin
designing and building spacecraft for this purpose. Crew Dragon was supposed to
have its first mission with crew in July 2019, but this timeline is now under review.

https://www.google.com/search?q=grumpy+cat&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source=lnms
&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjapIau0PjiAhVxvlkKHRDHAYoQ_AUIECgB&biw=1006&

The Famous Grumpy Cat dies
By: Nina Chen

Grumpy Cat is probably the Internet’s most popular cat
for memes and passed away at seven years old. Grumpy Cat was
one of the first viral memes and became popular for her cute and
grumpy look. The average lifespan of an indoor cat is 12-15 years,
and 3-4 for a stray cat. When Grumpy Cat’s career was at its full
glory, she was getting pictures taken with her fans and wanted to
help advertise for cat food and other cat products. When she passed
away, Grumpy Cat had 1.5 million followers on Twitter, 2.4 million
on Instagram, and 8.5 million on Facebook. Her real name was
Tartar Sauce, she had a loving family, and passed away peacefully
on a Tuesday in her owner’s arms. She helped many people smile
across the globe, and her spirit will continue to live through her fans.
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The Phoenix

GCMS CrossFit Intramurals:

Outsider Day

All grades invited to join.
Working Together, Getting Stronger,
Having Fun!!!
Monday and Wednesday Mornings
starting at 7:30 a. m. in the Fitness Center
with Mr. Tullo

Utah Man Dies After Fulfilling His Dream To Climb
MountEverest
By: Niamh Pfaff

https://www.google.com/search?q=kentucky+derby+controversy+2019&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819
US820&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjE46fZ0fjiAhUBVt8KHW2jBukQ_AUIEi
gD&biw=1006&bih=638&safe=active&ssui=on#imgrc=ZWIryWmgK2QNbM:

Kentucky Derby First Place Winner Disqualified

				By: Isabel Byrnes

In the 2019 Kentucky Derby, First Place winner Luis Saez,
riding Maximum Security, was disqualified from the race for
“interfering with others” before he crossed the finish line. He was
accused of cutting off another horse while he worked to keep ahead of
the group. The horse ventured wide of the railing leaving the second
turn of the race, which almost tripped the horses behind him. This
could have resulted in fatal accidents on the course. This is illegal
in horse racing, and it was a very hard decision for the judges to
make after the race in disqualifying Maximum Security or not. Some
argued that he was the best horse in the race and he proved it when
he won, and should not be disqualified. Others said that they should
play the decision by the rule books. This is the first time in Kentucky
Derby history that the first place winner has been disqualified in the
Kentucky Derby since 1968. This decision left second place winner,
Country House, rode by jockey Flavien Prat, crowned winner of the
Kentucky Derby. But the disappointment for Maximum Security
and his owners does not end with the disqualification and the loss
of the win. Maximum Security is suspended from racing for 15
days, says the racing officials. Gary West, the owner of Maximum
Security, has said that his horse will not run in the second race in
the Triple Crown Competition, following the Kentucky Derby,
the Preakness Stakes. However, the horse’s trainer, Bob Baffert
will be in the field. The Maximum Security team lost the chance
to win $2 million when they were disqualified from winning first
place in the race. This is not the end of this talented horse’s career,
but we probably will not see him in any upcoming races. This
is a decision that will be remembered in history for a long time.

A Utah man had a dream to climb the tallest mountain on each
continent. While descending from Mount Everest, his 7th and final
summit, he died. Don Cash died after completing his life goal and was
heading back down the mountain. Don knew how dangerous this mission
was, he had lost fingers to frostbite on missions before. Although they
are not sure what exactly was the cause of death, they believed he had
a heart attack. He collapsed on the area called Hillary Step, guides and
other climbers tried to do CPR and give him oxygen. He died on the
way back to the camp. Don’s body will be left on the mountain, he
signed a waiver before climbing that in the event of death he wishes for
his body to be left there. Cash was among the 12 other climbers to die in
mountain ranges with elevation above 25,000 feet this spring. Cash was
a father, mentor, leader, and husband. He taught his children to follow
their dreams and that nothing was impossible. Before the man's death
he sent a text to his wife thanking her for supporting him and his crazy
dreams. Don also texted his family conveying his message of happiness
and that he was amazed to be on the mountain he had read about for 40
years. Don Cash was an extraordinary man who will not be forgotten.

https://www.google.com/search?q=happy+summer&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS819US820&source=lnms
&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwivr4jn0vjiAhVioFkKHcJeD1oQ_AUIECgB&biw=1006&bih=63
8&safe=active&ssui=on#imgrc=YHm6fW1OnGUqLM:

		

HAPPY SUMMER!!!!

				By:Athena Karavousanos

Happy Summer!!!!!!! School is over (almost... at the time I’m
writing it) and that is good news because after a long year of work I
am sure this break is needed for everyone. Summer for many people
means warm weather, sunny days, vacation, camp, relaxation, going to
the beach and pool, swimming and feeling the soft sand, celebrating the
4th of July, eating ice cream and drinking lemonade, and just overall
having fun! Remember to have an AMAZING summer before it is over
and you have to come back to school for the new school year!

