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Principal’s message
“Character is simply habit long enough continued”
~ Plutarch
Dear Middle School Family,
I hope you had a wonderful holiday season! The start of the New Year
provides us with an opportunity to refocus our efforts on what’s really
important in our school: ensuring both academic excellence and the socialemotional health of our students. As a school community, we understand the
importance of building both academic excellence and strength of character. A
day does not pass in our school without our purposeful integration of socialemotional learning within our curriculum, co-curricular, and extracurricular
activities. We nurture opportunities for our students to build empathy and
caring relationships with peers both within and outside of the school setting.
Our daily homebase program addresses building core values, such as respect,
caring, tolerance, and responsibility for self, school, and the larger community.
We recognize that single presentations cannot build our students’ character.
Instead, character building must be an intrinsic part of our school’s daily life. A
child’s character can only grow when it is regularly nurtured, when a child has
ongoing opportunities to do acts of kindness and acts of selflessness. Our
families and school compete with the media’s message of self-obsession and
instant gratification. We need to counter this harmful message by providing
ongoing opportunities for students to experience the joy of giving, reaching
out to help others and of making a real difference. Then, Plutarch’s words will
ring true, and the habit of doing good deeds will grow into good character.
What a wonderful message to share with our children for the New Year .
Best wishes,

January 2019

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal

Important reminders
FEBRUARY
February 1
Grade 6 Career Day
(Students Only)
February 18– 22
Schools Closed
Winter Recess
February 25
Schools Re-Open
Two-Hour Delay
For Superintendent’s
Conference Day
Announcing the
NEW
Garden City Public Schools
Mobile app!
This app is designed specifically
to keep the school community
better informed.
It is available for Apple and Android devices.
The app is FREE and available
for download today!
The Garden City Public Schools
mobile app is just a few taps
away.
Download the new app in two
easy steps:
1. On your smartphone, go to
the iTunes App Store® or
Google Play®. Search
Garden City Public Schools
2. Then select our Garden City
Public Schools app for free
download
School news will now be in the
palm of your hand!
Maria Cafaro, Editor

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENTS
Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking English Language Arts and Math
Assessments in April and May. Students should be prepared with several
sharpened no. 2 pencils for all exam days and a calculator for the math exam.
New York State
English Arts Assessment

Tuesday, April 2, 2019
Wednesday, April 3, 2019
Thursday, April 4, 2019

New York State
Math Assessments

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
Thursday, May 2, 2019
Friday, May 3, 2019

ADDITIONAL SECURITY PROCEDURES
In order to provide a safer environment for the children
in our care, we will be implementing additional security procedures for entry at the Middle School. As much as reasonably
possible, we seek to reduce non-school personnel from entering
the school building. Therefore, effective Monday, December
3 during the school day, we will no longer allow the dropping off of items within
the building. A lidded plastic bin will be placed outside the front entrance; it will be
checked approximately every hour throughout the school day. Only items of critical
importance may be dropped off in the bin for distribution to a student or staff
member. Also, please be sure that all items left in the bin are carefully marked with the
name of the intended student or staff member. Items of value should NOT be left in the
bin as the school is not responsible for items left unattended in the bin.
Parents are reminded that if a student forgets to bring lunch money or a prepared lunch, or if their lunch account is depleted, the student will still be provided with a
school lunch. The parent can reimburse the account at a later time. In addition, you can
pre-order your child’s lunch. If you need assistance with this, please do not hesitate to
contact us.
Here is what to expect when you visit any school building in the District during regular
hours:

You should have an appointment to see a member of the school’s faculty or staff.

Access to the building will require that you show your driver’s license or photo ID.

Upon approval, a visitor pass will be given to you.

If available, a staff member will then escort you to your location.

If you do not have a valid photo ID, you will not be permitted into the building.

Upon completion of your visit you are to return your visitor pass to the greeter so
they can mark your visit as complete.

Important reminders
'JUULING' AND TEENAGERS: THREE THINGS PRINCIPALS
AND TEACHERS NEED TO KNOW
By Evie Blad
July 18, 2018
A trendy product that has stirred concern among many child health advocates went undetected in many school
hallways, bathrooms, and even classrooms when students first started using it.
The tiny device, called a Juul, looks more like a USB drive than what it actually is, a form of e-cigarette that allows students to inhale flavored nicotine vapor, often without detection by adults.
Here’s what educators need to know about “juuling” (and vaping in general).

‘Juuling’ can be really difficult for teachers and principals to detect.

Students have become really crafty about concealing their vaping habits, principals told Education Week.

The device’s flavor cartridges come in kid-friendly varieties like mango, crème brûlée , and gummi bear. And the
scents they give off are not always immediately recognizable to unfamiliar adults, principals say.

There’s also a whole juuling culture online, where students share YouTube videos of how to hollow out highlighters
to conceal the compact devices, and how to slide them up shirt sleeves. There are even covert videos of students
taking quick puffs in the back of their high school classrooms. And some companies now market specially designed
apparel that allow vapers to use their device while it is concealed in the drawstring of a hoodie or the strap of a backpack.

Students who vape may have never smoked a traditional cigarette.

The Juul, and other e-cigarette products, are marketed as tools to help smokers quit, and many adults who’ve
smoked for years have picked them up for that purpose.
But there’s evidence that many teens start vaping without ever picking up a traditional cigarette. “It is crucial that
the progress made in reducing conventional cigarette smoking among youth and young adults not be compromised by
the initiation and use of e-cigarettes,” said a 2016 U.S. Surgeon General’s report. In 2017, 5.4 percent of 8th, 10th, and
12th graders reported smoking a cigarette in the last 30 days, according to Monitoring the Future, a nationally representative student survey administered by the University of Michigan. Twelve percent of students said they’d vaped in the last
30 days.
Principals tell Education Week that the use of Juuls crosses demographic and social groups—and that some students who they would never expect to smoke cigarettes have picked up vaping without reservations.
Students don’t always realize they are ingesting nicotine when they vape. An April survey by the Truth Initiative, which
advocates against tobacco use, found that 63 percent of Juul users ages 15-24 were not aware the product “always contains nicotine.” And other vaping products are poorly regulated and labeled, sometimes containing chemicals like lead.
Anti-smoking groups have opened a new front on the war on teen smoking, campaigning against vaping in part out of
fear that it will lead teens to pick up traditional cigarettes to feed their new nicotine habits.

NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL MUSIC ASSOCIATION (NYSSMA)
The registration deadline for NYSSMA participation is Friday, February 8, 2019. Applications
are available from the Music Department. Contact Dr. Nina Prasso, Director of Music and Art, at
prasson@gcufsd.net or at 478-2546 for more information.

C h a r a c t e r counts!
CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!
The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for
outstanding work, dedication, and achievement. This award is for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may
be nominated for academic achievements, showing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are
nominated for the “Kindness Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness. Below are the recipients for the month of November.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Gavin Burns
Giana DeVito
Justin Gisolfi
Emma Heath
Ryan Lawson
Kiera O’Leary
Patrick Rynn - not pictured
Andrew Schlipf
Faith Short
Christopher Smith
Zachary Zander

KINDNESS COUNTS
Jack Caldara
Jack Cicione – not pictured
Ellie Pamatat
James Nugent
James Costa
Millicent DeLaricheliere
Matthew Sproul
Blake Cascadden
Brandon Rosenblatt
Kevin Dealy (Not pictured)
Elizabeth Staub
Julianna Scianablo
Eamon Daughney
Cristian Barbosa

L o ve a l l , t r u s t a fe w, d o w r o n g t o n o n e .
~William Shakespeare

This month in Homebase:
Students took the Respect and Responsibility Survey. Click on the link to check it out!
Students continued working on quilt patches for this year’s ABC Quilt Project. The theme is “A
Galaxy of Upstanders.”
Students defined Community Service Learning and discussed the benefits for them and our school
community. Remember, students should be participating in community service projects for GC
Cares. (Logs are due April 30.)
Homebase Leaders presented a lesson on rumors and gossip. Afterwards, students listened to a
song about Anti-Bullying. It was written by a 13-year-old
schoolboy, Leondre Devries, who revealed the heartbreaking
story behind his Britain's
Got Talent song. The lyrics,
he said, were inspired by a
difficult past, which saw
him tormented by bullies for two years. In the end, Leondre
moved schools and later met friend and musical partner
Charlie Lenehan. The pair formed a musical partnership,
Bars and Melody. They say they want to help others with
their music. Listen to the rap song here!

Leaders in Ms. Pappas’ homebase present a
lesson, and then their peers participate in an
activity.

Students watched three book trailers and voted on their choice for GCMS One School, One Book.
The winner is… Finding Gobi: The True Story on One Little Dog’s Big Journey by
Dion Leonard. Visit the GCMS One School, One Book webpage for information
about purchasing the winning book, the suggested reading schedule, and other
important information about the program.

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
GC CARES COMMUNITY SERVICE
Do you have a child who has completed any Community Service projects that he/she would like
to share? Tell us about the project. Select highlights will be shared on the morning announcements and
the student’s name will be submitted in a raffle at the end of the year! Remind your child to ask his/her
homebase teacher for a form and submit it to Ms. Greenwald in room 151. Students will need to include
the following information about the project: (1) child’s first and last name (2) homebase teacher (3)
grade (4) project title (5) service dates and (6)a brief explanation of the project

STUDENT DRESS CODE
All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress appropriately for
school and school functions. Students and their parents have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress
and appearance. Teachers and all other district personnel should exemplify and reinforce acceptable dress and help
students develop an understanding of appropriate and respectful appearance in the school setting.
Students shall:
1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner that meets health and safety standards and does not interfere
with the learning process.
2. Maintain totally covered midriffs and underwear. Skirts, shorts and skorts must extend below the fingertips
when arms are extended downward.
3. Not wear tube tops, net tops, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti string tops, plunging necklines (front or back),
and see-through garments. Undergarments must not be visible.
4. Not wear items that: a. Might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous; b. Denigrate others on account of
race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability; c. Promote or endorse the
use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs; d. Encourage illegal or violent activities; e. Are contrary to the school’s
educational mission.
5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and loose sandals are not prohibited, we ask parents to exercise
their own judgment and discourage their children from wearing these items to school.
6. Not wear hats or hoods in the classroom or hallways except for a medical or religious purpose.
The Principal, or his designee, shall inform all students and their parents of any revisions to the dress code
during the school year. Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance
according to the regulations determined by the school. Any student who refuses to do so or has a pattern of noncompliance shall be subject to disciplinary action.

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass, it’s about
learning to dance in the rain.
~ Vivian Greene

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
BAH HUMBUG!
Grade 7 students in Ms. Cafaro’s English classes studied Israel Horovitz’s play
adaptation of Charles Dickens’s classic novella, A Christmas Carol. As one pre-reading
activity, groups of students read and annotate different non-fiction texts related to the
novella to gather essential background information. The information they learned was
typed into a shared document and each group was responsible for teaching their peers
about the content of their assigned article. Topics of the articles included the
Industrial Revolution in Victorian London, treatment of children and the poor at the
time, the history of Christmas celebrations, Dickens’ influences on the modern world,
Tiny Tim’s diagnosis, characteristics of a Victorian Christmas, and important edits that
Dickens made to his original manuscript.
In addition, some students completed an extension activity and took a virtual
field trip to the Morgan Library. The original, hand- written manuscript of A Christmas
Carol is housed there. Every holiday season the Pierpont Morgan's library displays the
manuscript. Every year the manuscript is open to a different page. According to the
Morgan Library’s website:

This year the manuscript of A Christmas Carol is open to Dickens’s unforgettable character sketch of one of literature’s great villain-heroes, Ebenezer
Scrooge—the “squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner” who spent one crazy night with four ghosts and emerged transformed into “as
good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew, or any
other good old city, town, or borough, in the good old world.”
Both acts of the adaptation were read and performed in class. The students were
encouraged to bring props for the dramatic performances. While the students read, they annotated for important aspects of the text related to the plot, characterization, conflict, motif,
and theme among other devices used by Dickens. During their study, the students were encouraged to take note of allusions to the text (that are so prevalent during the holiday season),
in current television shows, movies, comics, print ads, and even the language used during this
season. These, of course, are in addition to the variety of nearby performances and replications of a Dickens’ Christmas.
The students also wrote parts of an analytical paragraph about motifs that Dickens wove throughout his “little Ghost story.”
They practiced forming an evidence-based claim about one of the motifs and extracting evidence from the text that supported it. They used their knowledge of the text and related texts to explain how and why the evidence supported their
claim. Finally, their study culminated with the viewing of The Man Who Invented Christmas, the story of Dickens’ struggle to write this classic Christmas story. They wrote an analytical paragraph discussing how events in Charles Dickens’s life
could have influenced characters or plot in A Christmas Carol.

FULL STEAM AHEAD!
STEAM has invaded the Middle School! The brand new STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and
mathematics ) Club will meet Monday mornings at 7:40 a.m. in room 215. This club is open to all grade 6 students! Students will partake in innovative STEAM projects using the design-thinking process to unleash their talent and
creativity.

Friday, January 25, 2019
Middle School/PTA/SEPTA Family Fun Night
GC Cares-a-Thon
Join us for snacks & family fun. Keep a look out
for an email with sign-up.
A great night full of activities for students and
parents. Students can earn up to 2 hours of
community service.
Thursday January 31, 2019
Community Support Services Fair
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the High School Library
Thursday January 31, 2019
Parent University for K-12 parents at High School
7:00 p.m. Session I
8:05 p.m. Session II

DISABILITY AWARENESS GAME
Click here to buy tickets!

GC SEPTA has many volunteer
positions available for next year.
Find out more at:
http://www.gcsepta.org/volunteerfor-septa

Come support the

as they face Oceanside!
When: Wednesday, February 13, 2019
Where: Garden City High School Gym
Time: 3:30 p.m. (doors open at 3:15 p.m.)
($5 suggested donation)
Halftime show features GCHS Cheerleaders and Kickline
Great Raffles! ($5 for 5 tickets, $10 for 15)
(cash or checks only please)
Attendees will receive a coupon for a free egg sandwich and iced tea at
Seventh Street Gourmet!

The game will be played in memory of Bobby
Menges, a Garden City alum, who lost his battle
to cancer.
100% of the proceeds from Hoops for Hope will go to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.
Please contact Timmy O’Hanlon with any questions at 551-0142
or tohanlon36@gmail.com.
If you can’t attend the game but would still like to make a donation, visit:
https://events.lls.org./li/longislandSOY19/tohanlon

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
AUGURI!
7th

Congratulations to grade Italian students Ana Gaztañaga, Emma Harty,
and Alessandro DiPaolo on winning the AATI Photo Contest (American Association of Teachers of Italian). To recognize the month of Italian Culture, Signora
Caruthers’ students submitted a photo that displayed Italian influence in New York.
Each picture exhibited how Italian culture is portrayed in their own family, for example, making homemade tomato sauce, pasta, and listening to Italian music. Alessandra DiPaolo won 2nd Place at the Middle School Level, and Ana and Emma tied
at 3rd. Congratulations to all three!

CONGRATULATIONS MATH OLYMPIADS!
On Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6th Grade Math Olympians competed in their first
meet of the year. This is the twentieth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our
school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 50 out of a possible 50. That’s a great start!
Ten students had perfect scores: Michelle Hu, Jeffrey Li, Hunter Maguire, Amy Xiao, Oliver
Zhang, Soham Bera, Annika Margolies, Daniel Shohdy, Myles Watson, and Alicia Zhang.
On Tuesday, December 11, 2018, 6th Grade Math Olympians competed in their second
meet of the year. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 50 out of a possible
50. Ten students scored a perfect 5: Michelle Hu, Hunter Maguire, Julia Rosenblatt, Julia Wang, Declan Wuchte, Amy
Xiao, Oliver Zhang, TJ Cooke, Annika Margolies, and Alicia Zhang. Our next meet is scheduled for Tuesday, January
15th.

THE NATIONAL JUNIOR HONORS SOCIETY
The members of the National Junior Honor Society took part in a joint
effort with the Spirakis family and Charlies Champions on a project called Teen
Project: Project Holiday. Members of the National Junior Honor Society collected funds and gift cards from local businesses, the community and online
retailers, to donate to the Child Life Program at Winthrop-University Hospital. This program was created to assist the
emotional and developmental needs of teens and children, helping them cope with their hospitalization. In addition, the
National Junior Honor Society will be conducting a fundraiser during the months of December and January to benefit
Cancer Center for Kids at Winthrop-University Hospital - Childhood Leukemia Research. Members of the National Junior Honor Society collected toys and held a bake sale on December 14th during all lunch periods. All the proceeds benefitted Toys for Tots.

Focus on your potential instead of your limitations.
~Alan Loy McGinnis

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
ANA BUCEVICH, WINS GRAND PRIZE
in Altice USA and Optimum's Hispanic Heritage Month Essay Contest
Ana Bucevich, an 8th grade Spanish student at Garden
City Middle School, was awarded the Grand Prize, a $1500 cash
scholarship in the Altice-sponsored Hispanic Heritage Month
Essay Contest. Representatives from contest sponsor Altice presented Ana with her check on January 10th, 2019 at GCMS
with district superintendent Dr. Sinha, school administrators,
district language teachers, and family members in attendance.
Also present was New York Senator Kevin Thomas,
who congratulated Ana on her accomplishment and presented
her with a citation.
Ana entered the essay in fulfillment of an optional assignment in her Spanish class, taught by Señora Vicky Linardos. All 7th and 8th grade Spanish students were invited to
participate. Entrants submitted an original essay that answered in
500 words or less, “Name a Latino, past or present, with whom
you would choose to spend a day, and explain why.”
In her essay, Ana highlighted why she would choose to spend a
day with Máxima Acuña, a Peruvian subsistence farmer who is
“Fighting For What is Right.” Máxima Acuña stood up for her
right to peacefully live off her own property, a plot of land
sought after by Newmont and Buenaventura Mining to develop
the Conga gold and copper mine. Ana’s essay enumerated and
outlined the importance of combating environmental devaluation and for Fighting For What is Right, as the title of her essay conveys.
Señora Vicky Linardos expressed the following sentiment: “Congratulations to Ana on her well-thoughtout and inspiring essay that carries out the goal of the contest - to highlight the Latinos we admire and want to emulate and who serve as role models. We are quite proud of
Ana’s accomplishment. Ana is a very diligent and motivated
student who is able to think outside many boxes simultaneously. She is precise and discerning. Both her polished essay
and well-deserved award are reflective of the dedication, inquisitiveness, and commitment to excellence that such a contest heralds. I wish her continued success in all her future
endeavors.”
¡Felicitaciones, Ana!

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
GINGERBREAD COOKIES


INGREDIENTS
3/4 c. (1 1/2 sticks) butter, softened



3/4 c. packed brown sugar



2/3 c. molasses



1 large egg



1 tsp. pure vanilla extract



3 1/4 c. all-purpose flour



1 tbsp. ground ginger



1 tsp. baking soda



1 tsp. ground cinnamon



1/2 tsp. ground cloves



1/2 tsp. kosher salt



1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg



Sugar Cookie Icing, for
decorating



Sprinkles, for decorating

DIRECTIONS
1. In a large bowl using a hand mixer, beat
butter, brown sugar, and molasses until fluffy, about 2 minutes. Add egg and beat
until combined.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk flour, spices,
baking soda, and salt until combined. With
the mixer on low, gradually add dry ingredients to wet ingredients until dough
just comes together. (Do not overmix!)
3. Divide dough in half and create two
discs. Wrap each in plastic wrap and chill until firm, about 2 to 3 hours.
4. Preheat oven to 350° and line two large
baking sheets with parchment paper. Place
one disc of dough on a lightly floured surface and roll until 1/4" thick. Cut out gingerbread men and transfer to baking sheets.
5. Bake until slightly puffed and set, 9 to 10
minutes, depending on the size of your
cookie cutters. Let cool on baking sheets for
5 minutes before transferring to a cooling
rack to cool completely.
6. Repeat with remaining disc of dough.
Decorate with icing and sprinkles as desired.

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

Calendar & Suggested Reading Schedule
January 16-23
Acquire Book
Join Google Classroom - Classroom will be accessible sta ing January 23

January 23-February 6
Chapters 1-6
Google Classroom Check in #1-Anytime between February 1- 1
February 6 - February 27
Chapters 7-18
Google Classroom Check in #2-Anytime between February

February 27 - March 13
Chapters 19-23

March 14-18
RSVP for Book Discussion/Pa y

March 20
Book Discussion/Pa y A er School

2 and March 4

