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Principal’s

message

“No more lives torn apart,That wars will never start, And
time will heal our hearts. Every man will have a friend,
That right will always win, And love will never end.This is
my grown-up gift list.”

a publication of garden city middle school

~Anonymous
Dear Members of Our School Family,
As we move through the holiday season from Thanksgiving through
the New Year, this is a wonderful time for us to refocus on the things
that truly matter: the spirit of the season. It is during this time of
year when we reflect on what is important within our lives. This is
the time of the year when we give more to charity, buy gifts for
friends, coworkers and family, pray for peace, show our love to
others a bit more, and reach out to those who need our help. For
me, this time of year helps me to refocus, to remember that real
wealth is having those we love and who love us in return. In the
end, this is the wealth that lasts.
From our school family to your family, we wish you a very
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and a new year full of health and
happiness!

December 2017

Best wishes,
Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal

Important reminders
DECEMBER
December 1
GC for a Cure
Registration Opens!
www.gcforacure.com
December 4
Board of Ed.
Work Session & Student
Achievement Report
8:15 PM @HS
December 7
Band Winter Concert
7 PM@HS
December 12
Q2 Progress Reports
December 13
Board of Ed. Mtg.
8:15 PM@
Hemlock School
December 14
Chorus Concert
7PM@HS
December 18
Orchestra/Guitar Ensemble
Concert
7PM @MS
December 25January 1, 2018
Holiday Recess

Maria Cafaro, Editor

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES
Students will be assigned a lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused
lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third lateness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to school
disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. The telephone number to report
absences and lateness is 478-3009. You can reach the number at any time; the machine is always
on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons
only: sickness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance,
school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or tardiness for any
other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s
absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone the homes
of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early from school, please
sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to the nurse’s office.

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB
Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web
pages. If your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work
must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the instance of
any absence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather
assignments. This request can only be made through the guidance office.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Avenue
entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. Also, parents must refrain from parking
and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismal times
in order for traffic to flow consistently. Please do not leave car unattended in the circle. Parents must remain in their cars. Be aware that only right turns are permitted from
the front entrance circle of the school. Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous
but illegal. We appreciate your cooperation in keeping our children safe!

Important reminders
STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS
Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for one day. When reasonably possible, teachers
will not schedule an exam/quiz the day after a school concert. It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least one
day) in advance if he or she will not be taking an exam the day after a concert. There will be one, teacher-determined make-up
date for the postponed test. The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test.

EMAIL COMMUNICATION
Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it
is, it cannot take the place of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are
sent in the heat of the moment and therefore may not assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you
are upset, it is better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. Moreover, it is at times easy to
misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep emails polite, professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, since, after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal: helping our children succeed.

WELCOME TO THE MUSIC BOX PLAYERS!
Auditions for this year’s spring musical production took place on
November 13, 14, and 15, 2017. The process began with singing and
acting auditions in front of a committee of teachers from multiple disciplines. The performance is the product of five months of student dedication and passion for musical theater. We are so proud of what our cast
and crew accomplishes year after year!
It has been a long standing Music Box Players tradition to introduce new talent to the Garden City community. Our musical features
intricate choreography that allows everyone their moment to shine, the
complicated musical arrangements with small ensemble singing in threepart harmony, as well as our rousing full company numbers.
The highest standard of fairness and integrity will be maintained
by the faculty during the audition process. We wish to utilize everyone’s talent to the fullest extent and we do
double cast many lead roles; however, there are a limited number of high profile roles in which we can place
individuals in the cast. Casting is based on talent and commitment, not grade level. Therefore, students must
be prepared to accept a role different from the one they anticipated.
"The drama, the laughter,
It's all for the taking,
And it's magic in the making."
("Let Me Be Your Star")

T H E M U S I C B O X P L AY E R S P R E S E N T
Garden City Soon to be Sprinkled in Pixie Dust
GARDEN CITY STUDENTS TO
TRANSPORT TOWN TO NEVERLAND WITH THEIR
PRODUCTION OF PETER PAN JR.
GARDEN CITY AND NEVERLAND, MARCH 2nd AND MARCH 3rd – The Music
Box Players, under the direction of Mrs. Kristen Aguilo and the vocal direction of Mrs. Nancy
Menges, invite Garden City to join the Lost Boys and never grow up when its students perform Peter Pan JR. Based on J.M. Barrie's enchanting play, Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up,
Peter Pan JR. is a modern version of the timeless tale about the adventures of a mischievous boy.
In Peter Pan JR. Wendy, Michael and John Darling meet and befriend Peter Pan when the mysterious boy and a fairy named Tinker Bell enter their nursery in search of Peter’s lost shadow.
Peter whisks his new friends away to Neverland, an island with “hardly any space between
one adventure and the other.” There, Peter introduces the Darling children to his fellow Lost Boys,
children who – like Peter – never grow up. The crew launches into a great adventure where they
encounter Brave Girls, led by the incredible Tiger Lily, and Pirates led by the dreaded Captain
Hook. Challenges ensue when the Darling children are ensnared in Captain Hook’s sinister plan to
seek revenge on Peter.
The musical features music by Morris (Moose) Charlap with additional music by Jule Styne,
lyrics by Carolyn Leigh with additional lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green. The show was
originally directed, choreographed and adapted by Jerome Robbins.
“Peter Pan JR. is a story which encourages each of us to reconnect with the spirit of youth,”
says Cohen. “MTI applauds the students from The Music Box Players as they find their own unique
way to express what joy, freedom, adventure and imagination means in adolescence,” he adds. MTI,
through its Broadway Junior™ division, works with the authors of classic musicals to create special
editions suitable for students to perform.
“[Ringing Bell Sound],” adds Tinker Bell. *At press time Peter Pan was not available to translate for Tinker Bell.
Rehearsals for Peter Pan JR. are underway! More information regarding the March 2nd and
March 3rd performances will be available in February.
Director & Producer – Mrs. Kristen Aguilo
Vocal Director – Mrs. Nancy Menges
Technical Director – Mr. John Paul Camilleri
Choreographer – Ms. Amanda Conte
Backstage Supervisor and Lighting Director – Ms. Kimberly Greenwald

Join us for an evening PTA meeting
Garden City High School - Tuesday, Dec 12 - 7 p.m.
“Hope Skills,” a presentation by speaker Bob Wolf
Learn how to prepare your student and give them
the competitive edge they deserve.
hopeskills.com

Mark Your Calendar & Save the Date
Wednesday, December 13, 2017

Board of Education Meeting - 8:15 p.m. - Hemlock School
Wednesday, January 3, 2018
Registration Opens for Parent University:
gardencitypu.com
Friday, January 19, 2018
Middle School Family Fun Night

Tuesday, January 30, 2018
Middle School Student Presentation - Katie Schumacher:
dontpresssend.org

Happy Holidays from GCPTA

Middle School News
Check out all the great stuff that Garden City SEPTA will be able to do for our
kids thanks to our membership fees and donations!
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation or joining SEPTA today!
Donation – Garden City SEPTA
Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education accepts the donation of $10,600 from Garden City SEPTA, for middle school and high school students to receive 20 music therapy sessions ($495 per session) at the Rebecca Center for Music Therapy at Molloy College.

DONATION – GARDEN CITY SEPTA (ADAPTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION)
Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education accepts the donation of $1,500 from Garden City SEPTA,
to be used towards the purchase of a recumbent bike for use in the Garden City High School Fitness
Center for Adaptive Physical Education Classes.

DONATION – GARDEN CITY SEPTA (DOUBLE HIGH BACK SCHOOL CHAIRS)
Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education accepts the donation of $398.88 from Garden City SEPTA for the purchase of two Double High Back School Chairs for flexible seating at Stratford School.

DONATION – GARDEN CITY SEPTA (LIFE’S WORC FAMILY CENTER FOR AUTISM)
Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education accepts the donation of $3,000 from Garden City SEPTA
for a group of Garden City High School students to attend classes at the Life’s WORC Family Center
for Autism in Garden City.
From the BOE agenda 11/14/17

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! Our next General Membership meeting will be held on
Friday, January 19th at 10 a.m. at Stratford School!
Please check our website for future fun activities, like Family Movie Day and Ladies Night!

CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!
Garden City Middle School launched two new initiatives last year with its “Kindness Counts” and
“Student of the Month” award presentations. The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student
per academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for outstanding work, dedication, and achievement. This award
is for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may be nominated for academic achievements,
showing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are nominated for the “Kindness
Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness. Below are the recipients for the month of October

Student of the Month
Raymond Byrnes
Anna Cooke
Kyle Galanti
Mary Grlic
Ana Gaztanaga
William Golden
Miranda Ludricks
Farren Martinus
Emily McHugh
Michael Power
Brendan Ryan
Arden Sanossian
Kindness Counts
Brooke Blair
Ava Manettas
Tiffany Rubio
Nicholas Mierzejewski
Logan Perry
Kathryn Maloney
Nicholas Remick
Rosemarie Donovan
Lara Yildiz
Joseph Esposito
Alecsa Canaletich
Isabella Yorke
Calogero Ehrig
Kevin Backer
Kaitlyn Fuoco
Samantha LaSalla
Alexa Mangia
Keira McGuiness
Kayla Pontecorvo

corner

Character

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON
The music department is ringing with the sounds of ensembles rehearsing for the holiday concerts. Each week in December
features a different performing group in concert. The band program, directed by Ms. Jennifer Iovino and Ms. Brittney Sanders, takes
the high school stage on Thursday, December 7, at 7:00 p.m. On Thursday, December 14, the chorus program, under the direction of Ms. Nancy Menges and Ms. Amanda Conte, will be singing songs of the season at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium. The final concert will feature the orchestra program under the direction of Ms. Margaret Gullotta on Monday, December 18 in
the middle school auditorium at 7 p.m. The Guitar Ensemble, under the direction of Ms. Nancy Menges and Mr. Michael Russo,
will also perform on December 18. We look forward to celebrating the season with you!

Thursday, December 7, 2017

7 PM
High School

Band

Thursday, December 14, 2017

7 PM
High School

Chorus 6,7,8

Monday, December 18, 2017

7PM
Middle School

Orchestra
Guitar Ensemble

YEARBOOK
Visit www. jostensyearbooks.com to order your child's yearbook today! Any questions?
Contact Niki Saltas at saltasn@gcufsd.net.

CONCERT ETIQUETTE
It’s the holiday concert season. In order to model proper concert etiquette for the students,
please refrain from the following during concert performances: using cell phones, shouting out
names of students, using flash photography, eating, drinking, or chewing gum, and talking or leaving
the auditorium during the performances. Please do not allow young children to run through the
aisles during the performances. We also ask that you quickly remove children who cry or cannot sit
through the performance. Please remember that we want the performance conditions to be optimal
for our stars on stage! We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

ITALIAN CLUB
For the third meeting of the Italian Club, Professoressa Miras and Signora Caruthers decided to take
us into the computer lab to listen to Italian music. First, we took care of club business, like discussing our very
first bake sale which will take place on December 20. Once we finished, we traveled as a group to two computer labs. We listened to some famous contemporary Italian singers such as Jovanotti and Lele. We created a
playlist full of great songs that the club can listen to at our meetings.
By: Caroline Grasso, 8th grader

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
2017 GERMAN AMERICAN DAY AT THE
COUNTY SEAT
Members of Garden City High School’s German Honor
Society and Garden City Middle School’s German Club participated
in the 2017 German American Flag Raising Ceremony at the Nassau
County Executive Building on Friday, October 20. The annual ceremony, hosted by Nassau County Supreme Court Justice Ute Wolf
Lally and German American Culture Council President Heinz Buck, is
designed to celebrate the contributions of German Americans, German American heritage, and the reunification of Germany. Pictured
with the students are Mr. Peter Giacalone, coordinator of 6-12 world
languages, and high school German teacher Dr. Zoran Cerar.

Ms. Economou’s Recipe of the Month:
Struffoli (Honey Balls )
Ingredients:
·

2 cups flour

·

4 eggs

·

Canola oil for fryer

·

2—3 cups honey

·

Nonpareil sprinkles for
decorating

Directions:



In a food processor mix flour & eggs well to form firm dough. Depending on altitude
and air temperature more flour may need to be added. Remove dough from processor and form a ball. Cover dough in a mixing bowl with either clear wrap or a dishcloth (do not let dough dry).



Pinch golf ball-sized pieces of dough from the main batch. Roll each ball into a 1/2inch thick dowel (rope) and cut each dowel into 1/4-inch pieces. Continue this step
until finished with all the dough.



In a 12 to 14-inch skillet with at least 3-inch sides, heat the oil to 375 degrees F. If
you have a fryer you may use this as well. Drop enough balls in to cover about half of
the surface of frying oil and cook until dark golden brown. Use a slotted spoon to
turn them regularly, and expect them to puff up while cooking. As they finish, remove them to a tray covered with paper towels, and drain well. You most likely will
fry about 5 batches (if not more).



When all of the Struffoli are cooked, heat the honey in a wide 6 to 8 quart saucepan
until quite warm, about 150 degrees F, and substantially thinner. Add struffoli to
honey and stir carefully until well coated. Remove from heat and allow to cool 5
minutes in the pan, stirring regularly. Pour out into a large serving tray in the form of
either a pyramid or a ring mold. Sprinkle with nonpareil sprinkles.
Read more at: http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/mario-batali/honeydrenched-christmas-fritters-struffoli-recipe.html?oc=linkback

I N & A RO U N D G C M S

MOEMSNews
News of the Math Olympiads for Elementary &
Middle Schools
GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 2017

MEET 1

Moderators: Ms. Orrego and Mrs. Nardone
On Tuesday, November 14, 2017, 6th Grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet of the year. This is the nineteenth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 44 out of a possible 50.
That’s a great start!
FOUR STUDENTS HAD PERFECT SCORES:
Diego Cadavid, Jack Caldara, Alexander Palmer, and Laila Smith
THIRTEEN STUDENTS HAD 4 CORRECT:
Even Breen, William Brennan, Kevin Byrnes,
Julia Cherchever, David Digan, Olivia Donohue, Holden Herrera, Matthew Kephart, Ryan Lawson,
Christina Papachristos, James Ullrich, Ava Venezia, and Elaine Wang
The following numbers are based on a total of 70 students participating in this meet. Percents
are rounded to the nearest whole number.
PROBLEM NUMBER

NUMBER GETTING IT RIGHT

PERCENT GETTING IT RIGHT

1A
1B
1C

66
60
39

94%
86%
56%

1D
1E

15
17

21%
24%

Congratulations

to all Math Olympians!

The next meet is Tuesday, December 12, 2017.

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m.
Chasing Space
By Leland Melvin
Meet Leland Melvin—football star, NASA
astronaut, and professional dream
chaser.
In this inspiring memoir, readers will learn about Leland Melvin’s remarkable life story, from being drafted by the Detroit Lions to bravely
orbiting our planet in the International Space Station to writing songs
with will.i.am, working with Serena Williams, and starring in top-rated
television shows like The Dog Whisperer, Top Chef, and Child Genius.
When the former Detroit Lion’s football career was cut short by an injury, Leland didn’t waste time mourning his broken dream. Instead, he
found a new one—something that was completely out of this world.
He joined NASA, braved an injury that nearly left him permanently
deaf, and still managed to muster the courage and resolve to travel to
space on the shuttle Atlantis to help build the International Space Station. Leland’s problem-solving methods and can-do attitude turned his
impossible-seeming dream into reality.

Garden City Middle School Book Drive
November 27 – December 1
Garden City Middle School and The Book Fairies are collecting new and gently used books for
children and adults. All books collected will be distributed to school districts and shelters in need on Long
Island and throughout the Metropolitan Area. Books can be left in collection boxes located outside the
Garden City Middle School Library and at the main entrance. Please do not donate encyclopedias and
textbooks.

