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Pri n ci pal ’ s m es sag e
"Mankind...the common welfare...charity, mercy, forbearance, and
benevolence... [should have been] my business."
~Jacob Marley
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol
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Dear Middle School Family,
The holiday season is a special time of year; people smile a bit more, forgive more easily, and
lend a helping hand to the less fortunate. As the temperature cools and the air grows drier
and crisper, inexplicably, we grow ever warmer towards one another. The radio and
television fill with holiday classics and specials. Despite the din of commercialism, there is a
special quality of the season that calls to us – the potential to change our path and to gain a
renewal of spirit. Charles Dickens so wonderfully captured this spirit in his novel, A
Christmas Carol. The holidays bring the potential for renewal as we refocus on helping each
other, building family relationships, helping the less fortunate, and loving others. Our
children are always watching our actions, and thus we should take the opportunity to
nurture our family traditions and relationships during this most special time of year.
Of course, our school community strives to live the spirit of the season too. During this
time of year, our students raise money for charities, collect food, toys and clothing for the
less fortunate, and visit food banks and hospitals. We try to reflect the best of our
community during this wonderful time of year.
Moreover, as we approach the New Year, we use this time for reflection on the challenges
ahead and consider ways to better ensure that our children are successful in all aspects of
life.
Please accept our warmest wishes for a year full of health and happiness to you and your
family!
Warmly,
Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal

Important reminders
DECEMBER
December 4
Winter Concert (Chorus)
7PM @ HS
December 6
PTA Meeting
9:15 AM @MS
Membership vote to elect
nominating representative
December 11
Board of Education Meeting
8:15 PM @HS
December 12
Q2 Progress Reports
December 13
Winter Concert
7 PM @HS
(Band/PM Jazz)
December 17
7 PM @ HS
Winter Concert
(Orchestra/AM Jazz)
December 24-January 1
Schools Closed
Holiday Recess
January 3
GC for a Cure
Registration Opens
Visit: gcforacure.com for more
information
January 7
Registration Opens for Parent
University
Visit: Gardencitypu.com for
more information
Maria Cafaro, Editor

ADDITIONAL SECURITY PROCEDURES
In order to provide a safer environment for the children in our care, we will be
implementing additional security procedures for entry at the Middle School. As much as
reasonably possible, we seek to reduce non-school personnel from entering the school
building. Therefore, effective Monday, December 3 during the school day, we will no
longer allow the dropping off of items within the building. A lidded plastic bin will be
placed outside the front entrance – it will be checked approximately every hour throughout the school day. Only items of critical importance may be dropped off in the bin for
distribution to a student or staff member. Also, please be sure that all items left in the
bin are carefully marked with the name of the intended student or staff member. Items
of value should NOT be left in the bin as the school is not responsible for items left unattended in the bin.
Parents are reminded that if a student forgets to bring lunch money, or a prepared lunch, or if their lunch account is depleted, the student will still be provided with a
school lunch. The parent can reimburse the account at a later time. In addition, you can
pre-order your child’s lunch. If you need assistance with this, please do not hesitate to
contact the Food Service Director at 478-2780.
Here is what to expect when you visit any school building in the District during regular
hours:

You should have an appointment to see a member of the school’s faculty or staff.

Access to the building will require that you show your driver’s license or photo ID.

Upon approval, a visitor pass will be given to you.

If available, a staff member will then escort you to your location.

If you do not have a valid photo ID, you will not be permitted into the building.

Upon completion of your visit you are to return your visitor pass to the greeter so
they can mark your visit as complete.

CONCERT ETIQUETTE
It’s the holiday concert season. In order to model proper concert etiquette
for the students, please refrain from the following during concert performances: using cell phones, shouting out names of students, using flash photography,
eating, drinking, or chewing gum, and talking or leaving the auditorium during the performances. Please do not allow young children to run through the aisles during the performances. We also ask that you quickly remove children who cry or cannot sit through
the performance. Please remember that we want the conditions to be optimal for our
stars on stage! We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS
Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for
one day. When reasonably possible, teachers will not schedule an exam/quiz the day
after a school concert. It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least
one day) in advance if he or she will not be taking an exam the day after a concert.
There will be one, teacher-determined make-up date for the postponed test. The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test.

CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!
Garden City Middle School launched two new initiatives last year with its “Kindness Counts” and
“Student of the Month” award presentations. The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for outstanding work, dedication, and achievement.
This award is for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may be nominated for academic
achievements, showing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are nominated
for the “Kindness Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness.

STUDENT OF THE
MONTH
Mia Della Penna
Ana Gaztanaga
Donald McDonough
Emily Metz
Stephanie Morgan
Henry Perduto
Andrew Pinou
Brynn Reilly
Christopher Roukis
Olivia Sioukas
Julia Stelmokas
John Sutcliffe

KINDNESS COUNTS
Lukas Takvor
Patrick Riffle
Emma Phillips
Maya Tomich
John McGinley
Brooke Escher
Owen Santantonio
Luke Cascadden
Oliver Zhang
Jacob Cortiglia
Finn Andersen
Millicent DeLaricheliere

Samantha LaSalla
William Duckfield
Saige Scala
Julianne Smith
Declan Wuchte
Eli Scalere
Ryan Campbell
Christopher Sarkis
Christian Shaw
Matthew Morales
William Yorke
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Visit www.gcsepta.org for details!

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
THANK YOU TO OUR VETERANS!
On Friday, November 9th, the students of Team 7C took time
out to create a giant banner to commemorate and thank our veterans!
The banner was presented to the US Marine Corps District Headquarters located on Stewart Avenue the very next day. The Marines were
especially pleased since it was their 240th Birthday! On this day, a traditional ball and cake-cutting ceremony are held. It is their birthday because on November 10, 1775 the Second Continental Congress issued
the decree that established the Continental Marines. OORAH to our
brave soldiers!

2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR MIDDLE LEVEL EDUCATION
Garden City Middle School Science Teacher Christine Lebenns,
Guidance Counselor Robyn Weiner, and Reading Specialist/Anti-Bullying
Coordinator Kim Greenwald recently attended the 2018 Annual Conference
for Middle Level Education in Orlando, Florida. This conference is the
world’s largest professional development event for any person who works
with middle school age students. The three-day event included keynote
speakers, workshops, and networking with middle level educators from all
over the United States. The GC Middle School team was able to come back
with new ideas and materials to share and implement with their colleagues.

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
LA COMMEMORAZIONE DEI DEFUNTI
By: Caroline Bambino, 7th grader

Italian Club kicks off the year with fun crafts revolving around All Souls’ Day
(La commemorazione dei defunti). For our second Italian Club meeting students made chrysanthemums out of tissue paper and gifted them to loved ones. Sra. Caruthers and Sra. Miras
taught students about the customs of All Souls’ Day. Italian Club is open to anyone and is
still open to new members! Stay tuned for the Italian Club’s upcoming holiday bake sale in
December.

COMPLIMENT TABS
Students in Mrs. Pollack’s home base celebrated unity week by
creating “feel good post-its” and “compliment tabs. ” Each student’s
name was placed on a post-it. Every student then went around a carousel
of post-its and wrote down one nice compliment about him/her. Students then got to take home their post-it’s and/or put them in a place
that makes them feel good (i.e. locker, planner, etc.). Students also created compliment tabs which were hung in the hallways. The intent of the
students was that their peers could take a free compliment as they passed
the posters in the hallway. Some of the compliments included: “be you,
you are cared for, and have a great day!”

I N & A RO U N D G C M S

Holy canoli cookies
Ingredients

1 cup unsalted butter softened
1 cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs
1/2 cup ricotta cheese
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon fresh orange zest
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 10 ounce bag mini chocolate
chips divided
1 cup chopped pistachios

Prep Time 15 minutes
Cook Time 11 minutes
Total Time 26 minutes
Servings
36 cookies

Instructions

In a large mixing bowl cream the butter and sugar together with an electric mixer until light and fluffy.
Mix in the eggs then ricotta cheese until well combined then mix in the vanilla extract, cinnamon, and
fresh orange zest.
Next, mix in the baking powder, baking soda, and salt
until well combined. Mix in the flour. Stir in 1 cup
of chocolate chips and the pistachios. Cover and
refrigerate the dough for at least one hour.
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Line baking sheets with
parchment paper or lightly grease.
Using a medium cookie scoop or spoon, drop about 1
1/2 tablespoons of cookie dough for each cookie
leaving about 2 inches between each cookie.
Bake cookies at 375 degrees F for about 8-11 minutes
or until golden brown around the edges. Cool slightly then move to wire racks to cool completely.
Microwave remaining chocolate chips on high in a
small microwave safe bowl in 20 second intervals,
stirring after each interval until melted and smooth.
Spoon melted chocolate into a small Ziploc bag, clip
one corner slightly, then drizzle melted chocolate
over cookies. Let cool for chocolate to set.

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then,
is not an act, but a habit.
~Aristotle

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

StarTalk: Everything You Ever Need
to Know About Space Travel, Sci-Fi,
the Human Race, the Universe, and Beyond
With Neil deGrasse Tyson
For decades, beloved astrophysicist
Neil deGrasse Tyson has interpreted
science with a combination of brainpower and charm that resonates with
fans everywhere. This young readers
edition of Tyson's 2016 book of the
same name features vivid photography,
thought-provoking sidebars, enlightening facts, and fun quotes from science and entertainment luminaries like
Bill Nye and Josh Groban. StarTalk
reimagines science's most challenging
topics--from how the brain works to
the physics of comic book superheroes
--in a relatable, humorous way that
will attract curious young readers.

GCMS Book Drive for Children and Young Adults
November 26 – December 7
Garden City Middle School and The Book Fairies are collecting new
and gently used books for children and young adults.
All books collected will be distributed to high poverty schools and organizations
in need on Long Island and throughout the Metropolitan Area.
Books can be left in collection boxes located outside the GCMS Library
and at the GCMS main entrance.
** Please do not donate books for adults, magazines,
encyclopedias, and/or textbooks.

