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Pri n ci pal ’ s m es sag e
I've always loved the first day of school better than the last day of school. Firsts are
best because they are beginnings. -- Jenny Han
Dear members of the Middle School family,
It is great to watch the faces of students on the first day of school…. Some kids when they first enter
the building have a look of sadness, but after only a few minutes their faces light up with smiles that
light up the school. I think the reason students so quickly transition to happiness on the first day of
school is because it really is a fresh start…. The past is forgotten and the future holds limitless
potential. There’s a real excitement for teachers also when school starts. Mark Twain accurately
captured a classroom’s exuberance when he quoted a teacher saying of her first school day, “It was like
trying to hold 35 corks under water at the same time.” The excitement of potential yet to be realized.
It is our firm hope that your child finds this potential realized by the end of the school year. As the
first month of school comes to a close, we want to make sure that the excitement for learning and
growth does not dissipate with our students. The early adolescent years are critical ones…and, we in
the Middle School seek to work in partnership with you, to support you, as your children grow into
well-rounded young adults.
We also have some fun news to share. Our Family Movie Night (Friday night, October 27) will have a
return to our Enjoy a Holiday-Themed Film Before you get Tired of Holiday-Themed Films with
the beloved modern classic, ELF starring Will Farrell and James Caan. Also, for original Batman fans,
we have a special treat…. the 25-minute episode of the original “real” Batman TV show starring
Adam West that introduced Batgirl (Yvonne Craig) fighting against the evil Penguin (Burgess
Meredith). It will be a really fun night for the whole family with genuine (free) pizzeria pizza that will
be served at 6:45 p.m. in the Middle School Cafeteria. Free raffles and prizes will start at 7:20 p.m.
thanks to the PTA and the films will start at about 7:40 p.m. It should be a lot of fun for everyone!
Bring the family!
Finally, please encourage your child to get involved in a wide variety of school activities, clubs,
athletics, intramurals, music, etc. Research clearly shows that the students who become involved in
school enjoy school most, feel connected, are the most well-adjusted and ultimately become the most
successful in life. Remember, we are all here for you!
Warmly,

SEPTEMBER 2017

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal

Important reminders
OCTOBER

ILLEGAL ABSENCES

October 5
Q1 Middle School
Progress Reports

Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal absence. Upon his
or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments from the
teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, make-up exams will not be given for illegal
absences. Absences for extending family vacations are illegal under New York State law.
Legal (“Excused”) absences includes illness of the child or immediate family member (family emergency), religious observance, inclement weather, or a school visit. A floor grade of “55” will be entered for quizzes/exams/projects missed due to “unexcused” (illegal) absence.

October 9
Columbus Day
School Closed
October 10
Fall Athletic Code of
Conduct Presentation:
Guest Speaker Gian
Paul Gonzalez Part 1
7:30 PM @HS
October 13
6th Grade Welcome
Back Party
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
October 17
Board of Education
Meeting
8:15 @HS
October 20
7th Grade Welcome
Back Party
7:00PM -8:30 PM
October 24
Photo Make Up Day
PTA Speaker– Jessica
Lahey– The Gift of
Failure 7:30@ HS
October 25
Unity Day
October 27
Family Flick Night
7:00 pm
Maria Cafaro, Editor

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES
Students will be assigned a lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused
lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third lateness
to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to school disrupts
your child’s education and the education of other children. The telephone number to report absences
and lateness is 478-3009. You can reach the number at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons only: sickness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance, schoolsupervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or tardiness for any other
reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s absence or
lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early from school, please sign him or her
out from the attendance office which is located next to the nurse’s office.

EARLY MORNING ARRIVAL
Please do not drop off your children before 7:30 a.m. unless they are attending, a
zero period class, attending extra-help, working quietly in the library, or participating
in intramurals or a club. No supervisors are in the building until 7:30 a.m. Normal drop-off time
for the Middle School is at 8:05 a.m.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Avenue
entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School Library/
Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. Also, parents must refrain from parking and/or
standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismal times in order
for traffic to flow consistently. Please do not leave car unattended in the circle. Parents
must remain in their cars. In addition, be aware that only right turns are permitted from the
front entrance circle of the school. Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but
illegal. We appreciate your cooperation in keeping our children safe!
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CONTACTING YOUR CHILD
If you need to contact your child during the school day, please call the main office at 478-3000. Especially for end of day
transportation changes, please do not send an email to your child’s ninth period teacher.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
All electronic devices, including cell phones and all types of cameras, should not be used on school grounds
(including school buses) and should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular school day. Devices
on school grounds may only be used with a teacher's permission. Using an electronic device on school grounds may result in the device being confiscated and held by an administrator. Habitual offenders may be prohibited from bringing electronic devices to school
by the administration.

DELIVERY OF SNACKS FOR BIRTHDAYS
You may not drop off snacks in the cafeteria for your child’s birthday for other children. You may check with your child’s
Home base teacher to see if there is a day available to bring in a snack for the class. Please be sure to inquire about any student allergies.

PARENT PORTAL
Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s information through the School
Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page http://
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and click on the link “For Parents.”

STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS
Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for one day. When reasonably possible, teachers
will not schedule an exam/quiz the day after a school concert. It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least one
day) in advance if he or she will not be taking an exam the day after a concert. There will be one, teacher-determined make-up
date for the postponed test. The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test.

NO DROP-OFF or DELIVERY of COMMERICAL FOOD or DRINK
During school hours, you may drop off, or have delivered, commercial food or drinks for your child’s lunch. We will not
allow delivery of commercial food or drink to other students. Thank you for your assistance.

AFTER SCHOOL BUILDING ACCESS
Please be advised that the school building’s doors will remain locked after dismissal. Parents should enter the school through
the front (flag pole) door until 4 p.m. Press the doorbell to gain access. The school secretary will allow parent entry until 4 p.m. For
the safety of children and staff, visitors cannot walk around the building unaccompanied. A parent who has an urgent
need to enter the building after 4 p.m. should go to the rear gym rotunda entrance. However, we cannot guarantee a hall monitor
will be readily available after 4 p.m. to escort a parent through the building. Therefore, please do NOT anticipate ready access
into the building after 4 p.m.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
We hold all students to the highest standards of academic integrity. Cheating and plagiarism, the practice of taking
someone else's work or ideas and passing it off as one's own, are not acceptable conduct. Consequences for academic misconduct
will be imposed to demonstrate to the student the importance of academic integrity. Consequences may include detention, in-school
suspension, or out-of-school suspension.

Important reminders
TEST/PROJECT RE-TAKE POLICY
By implementing report card floor grades, and allowing extra effort to raise failing classroom exam/project grades, we provide students with reasonable expectations for success regardless of past failure. In addition, we increase accountability by expecting
students to put in extra effort to raise a failing grade. It is important to note that the test/project re-take policy is a safety net and is
not intended to be used as a regular practice by a student. Grade 6 students (only) will be limited to two re-take opportunities per class per quarter. As noted in each department’s policy, a retaken test/project grade will not be raised above a grade
of 65.

EMAIL COMMUNICATION
Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it is, it cannot take the place
of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are sent in the heat of the moment and therefore may not
assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you are upset, it is better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. Moreover, it is at times easy to misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep emails polite,
professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, since,
after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal: helping our children succeed.

JOIN US for
“Get Ready foR the holiday SeaSon” `

FAMILY movie NIGHT!

ELF
October 27, 2017
7:00 PM -- FREE PIZZA and SODA in the CAFETERIA
7:30 PM -- RAFFLES Start in the AUDITORIUM
FREE Admission
FREE Snacks
FREE Door Prizes
FREE Raffles, Pizza and Soda
Please remember, it’s a FAMILY film
night, so bring the FAMILY!!! Please,
no drop offs!

The REAL Batman (Adam West),
Robin and Batgirl
will be joining us!

Important reminders
SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
We invite you to participate in our Parent-Teacher Conferences. On the District Calendar there are three
dates (November 6, November 7, and November 16) which have been set aside to offer you the opportunity
for personal communication with your child’s teachers. These dates will be scheduled on a first-come first-served
basis.
Moreover, to fully accommodate the high number of parents requesting a conference, we have created an
additional day of conference time for each academic team (English, math, social studies and science) over a
three week period of time. These dates are regular school days that have been placed aside for parent – teacher conferences. In this way, every parent will have an opportunity to meet with his/her child’s team teachers.
On these added days (noted below) parents will only have the opportunity to meet with teamed teachers. All
non-teamed teachers (world language, home and careers, technology, art, music, health and physical education) may
only be seen on the district conference dates of November 6, November 7, and November 16.
Team 6A
Calvert, Orrego, Cronin

Team 6B
Madden, Hakes,
Petro, Roberts

Team 6C
Ruane, Drogin,
Tarazi, Skrivanek

Team 6D
Shea, Fusci, Nardone,
Donner

November 1

November 2

November 3

November 13

Team 7A
Cafaro, Czachor,
Menges, DiLorenzo,
Pappas
November 14

Team 7B
Fasulo, Messier,
Zaccaro, Lebenns,
Lake
November 20

Team 7C
Aguilo, Bradshaw, Daniels,
Zaferiou, Danielo

Team 8A
Saltas, DeCillis,
Kupferman, Metzdorff,
Hatzichristos
November 29

Team 8B
Sheehan, Wolk,
Zafiropoulos, Palko
Pollack
November 30

Team 8C
Castoro, Feerick, McCartin, Vitucci,
Pellettieri

November 21

December 1

As in the past, appointments will be scheduled on a first come, first served basis. We will be using the online scheduling program, PTC Wizard.
As a first time parent user, you must first register and sign in to use the PTC Wizard program by entering
your email address and a password you select. If you registered previously for conferences, you do not need to do
so again. The directions are below and also available on the Middle school homepage.
Click on PARENT LOGIN CENTER under QUICK LINKS and l
Look for the PTC Wizard icon and instructions or click here to login.
Please follow the directions to create your account before the scheduling window opens. Once you
have created your account, it is easy to schedule your appointments. A letter will be emailed home giving
the date PTC Wizard will open to schedule appointments.
Appointments will be ten minutes in duration. We ask that you honor this time limit so that teachers may
meet with as many parents as possible.

Clubs & activities
ACTIVITY

SPONSOR

ROOM

TIME

3:30-4:00

MONDAY
Anti-Bullying Club and
Anti-Bias Club (Alternate weeks)

Ms. Greenwald

Library

Student Store
Stock Market Club
Science Research Club
Morning Jazz Ensemble
Art Club
Italian Club (Alternate weeks)
Electronic Music
Recreation Connections Club
Student Store
Chess Club

TUESDAY
Mr. Hakes
Mr. Bradshaw
Dr. Zaferiou
Ms. Iovino
Mrs. Biondi
Mrs. Caruthers/Mrs. Miras
Mr. Russo
Mr. Camilleri/Mr. Caputo
Mr. Hakes
Mr. Seid

Cafeteria
101
244
Auditorium
246
207
137
148
Cafeteria
243

Student Store
Science Research Club
Spearhead Yearbook
Festival Chorus
Technology Club

WEDNESDAY
Mr. Hakes
Dr. Zaferiou
Mrs. Saltas
Mrs. Menges
Mr. Caputo

Cafeteria
244
115
135
148

8:10-8:25
7:40-8:15
7:45-8:15
7:30-8:15
3:30-4:30

Student Store
Speech & Debate (Gr. 7 & 8)
Phoenix Newspaper
Science Research Club
Art Magazine (will begin Feb.)
Dead Poets (Alternate weeks)
Student Store
Environmental Science Club
Speech & Debate (Gr. 7 & 8)
Late Night Jazz Band

THURSDAY
Mr. Hakes
Mr. Cronin
Ms. Feerick
Dr. Zaferiou
Mrs. Biondi
Mrs. Aguilo
Mr. Hakes
Mr. Augi
Mr. Cronin
Ms. Iovino

Cafeteria
203
142
244
246
206
Cafeteria
146
203
136

8:10-8:25
7:30-8:15
7:45-8:05
7:40–8:17
7:45-8:15
7:50-8:15
3:17-3:30
3:30-4:00
3:30-4:30
7:00-8:30 pm

FRIDAY
Mr. Hakes
Ms. Galvez
Dr. Zaferiou

Cafeteria
106
244

8:10-8:25
7:35-8:15
7:40–8:17

Student Store
German Club (Alternate weeks)
Science Research Club
Student Council (Alternate weeks)
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
Best Buddies (Alternate weeks)

Mrs. Shea
Mrs. Madden
Mr. Tullo
Mrs. Goodwin/Mrs. Novack

214
214
214
Library

8:10-8:25
7:30-8:15
7:40-8:15
7:30 -8:30
3:30-4:00
3:30-4:15
3:30-4:30
3:30-4:30
3:17-3:30
3:30-4:15

7:45-8:05
7:45-8:05
7:45-8:05
7:45-8:15

New Clubs: Chess Club starting in September and Italian Club starting in October
Art Club and Art Magazine start dates to be announced.
Electronic Music dates TBA
Speech & Debate will meet twice on Thursday for grades 7 & 8

Important reminders

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Students and staff are encouraged to wear appropriate costumes on
Tuesday, October 31, 2017 to celebrate Halloween. Of course, our emphasis is on
keeping it a fun and wholesome day for the children.
Importantly, parents are reminded that the school’s dress code remains fully in
effect for the day. Parents must ensure that children’s costumes are not physically revealing or sexually suggestive, do not depict violence, do not caricature any
gender, sexual orientation, racial, religious or ethnic group, nor portray any
message that is counter to the school’s educational mission. Therefore, please do
not send your child to school wearing a costume advertising tobacco, alcohol or
drugs. Also, if the costume could possibly be scary or hurtful to anyone at all, it
is not appropriate for our school and will not be allowed!
Also, it is important to remember that some of our children are frightened by
scary clowns, witches, demons and devils – please avoid these types of costumes.
If we feel a costume is frightening to students, the costume will not be allowed.
I always wear a different costume every year. In case you are wondering what
are appropriate school costumes, I’ll share with you some of my own costumes
over the past few years: Fred Flintstone, Smurf, Popeye, Ancient Roman, Shrek,
Doctor in Scrubs, Scotsman in a Kilt, SpongeBob, Football Player, Prisoner, and
Cowboy
The basic costume rule is simple, if you are not sure that a costume is appropriate, it is likely not appropriate and won't be allowed. Keep it fun!
We thank you for helping to keep Halloween a fun and safe wholesome event in
the Middle School.
Warmly,
Peter Osroff

Important reminders
GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT DRESS CODE
All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress appropriately for school and school
functions. Students and their parents have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance.
Students shall:
1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner that meets health and safety standards and does not interfere with the learning
process.
2. Maintain totally covered midriffs and underwear. Skirts, shorts and skorts must extend below the finger tips when arms are extended downward.
3. Not wear tube tops, net tops, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti string tops, plunging necklines (front or back), and see-through
garments. Undergarments must not be visible.
4. Not wear items that:
a. Might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous;
b. Denigrate others on account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability;
c. Promote or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs;
d. Encourage illegal or violent activities;
e. Are contrary to the school’s educational mission.
5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and loose sandals are not prohibited, we ask parents to exercise their own judgment and discourage their children from wearing these items to school.
6. Not wear hats in the classroom except for a medical or religious purpose.
The Principal, or his designee, shall inform all students and their parents of any revisions to the dress code during the
school year. Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance according to the regulations
determined by the school. Any student who refuses to do so or has a pattern of non compliance shall be subject to disciplinary action.

MUSIC LESSONS
Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun. A great deal of the success of the music program is the result
of students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher. This element of the music program allows the
teacher to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal development, or specific
issues with different instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music classroom setting.
Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons:



Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a lesson (or the day before if possible) the student
should inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accurate attendance
and so that the student can get any assignments.



If the student has a test or quiz the student should remain in class. In the case of short quizzes, the student should take the
quiz and report to the lesson afterward.



It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she misses and to
complete the homework assignments for that class.




Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class.
Lessons begin September 25.

As parents we must do our best to help foster
our children and their school experience.
One of the best ways to help is by
becoming a member of the Garden City PTA.
Click here to join now!

Mark Your Calendar
Tuesday Oct. 10 Friday Oct. 13

District Wide Spirit Week

Saturday, October 21
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PTA/SEPTA Sportswear Sale @St. Pauls

Monday, October 23

PTA Sportswear Deadline

Tuesday, October 24

Photo Make-Up Day @Middle School

October - November

Get your student working on his/her Reflections entry.
Learn more about Reflections by clicking here.

PLEASE JOIN US!
THE GIFT OF FAILURE
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, October 24, 2017
7:30 p.m.
Garden City High School Auditorium

Best-selling author and contributing writer for The Atlantic and The New York Times, Jessica
Lahey will speak to Garden City parents and residents.
To learn more about Ms. Lahey and The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents Learn to Let Go So
Their Children Can Succeed, click here.

Local Events
Walk in support of children and adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.

11th Long Island Buddy Walk®
Sponsored by Alexander's Angels
Saturday, October 14, 2017
For details visit www.alexandersangels.org

AHRC Walk
Sunday, October 29, 2017

For details visit www.ahrcfoundation.org/event/walk/

Did you know?
Our Garden City Middle School Speech Language Pathologists were given new iPADS
through the Garden City SEPTA Grant Program. Research shows that the utilization of
iPads can be effective tools for the Speech Language Pathologist, not only in therapy but
also for data collection and case management. These iPads will be integrated into speech
and language therapy sessions. The use of individual iPads will motivate students during
their therapy sessions and ultimately increase their ability to communicate. Many students at the Garden City Middle School will benefit from these iPads.
Garden City SEPTA’s Grant Program is made possible
through donations and membership dues.
Please support the Garden City SEPTA, and become a member today at
www.gcsepta.org

Support Everyone – Join SEPTA!

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
CONGRATULATIONS AUSTIN CROUCHLEY!
Austin Crouchley, an eighth grader from the Garden City Middle School, has been selected as a finalists in 2017
Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied Science, Technology and Engineering Rising Stars) competition, the premier science and engineering program sponsored by the Society for Science and the Public.
This honor places Austin among a select group of top science students named from more than 6,000 nominees
throughout the United States. The final competition will be held in Washington, D.C., in October 2017. Good Luck
Austin!

Meatball Knots
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

· 1 can (12 oz) Pillsbury Homestyle Butter
Tastin' refrigerated biscuits
· 8 cooked Italian-style meatballs (if using frozen, let thaw completely)
· 1 cup marinara/pasta sauce
· 1 cup shredded cheese (mozzarella or Italian
blend)
· 4 tablespoons butter, melted
· 2 garlic cloves, minced
· 1/2 teaspoon Italian seasoning
· pinch of salt

· Preheat oven to 350°F. Line a baking sheet
with parchment paper or a silicone baking mat.
Set aside.
· Using your hands or a rolling pin, flatten
each biscuit into a 4 inch round.
· Place 1 meatball and 2 tablespoons marinara in center of each dough round. Top with 2
tablespoons of cheese.
· Wrap dough around meatball and cheese,
pressing edges to seal. Place seam side down,
leaving room for spreading on prepared baking
sheet. Continue until all biscuits have been
completed.
· In a small bowl, whisk together melted butter, garlic, Italian seasoning and salt. Evenly
spoon on top of each biscuit.
· Bake for 18 to 20 minutes, or until golden
brown. Serve warm!

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

The Garden City Middle School Library subscribes to high quality online databases.
These databases provide students with 24 hours a day access to reference sources,
primary source documents, and magazines and newspapers.
To access these databases visit the Middle School Library Website at http://
www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary and click on the Online Databases link.
NEWSPAPERS
The New York Times Digital Replica Edition USERNAME: 100229053 PASSWORD: 100229053
USA Today e-Edition USERNAME: 37587 PASSWORD: usatoday
The Washington Post e-Replica Edition USERNAME: danielsj@gcufsd.net PASSWORD: welcome1
DATABASES
ABC-CLIO - Social Studies Databases USERNAME AND PASSWORD FOR STUDENTS: garstu
American History - All ABC-CLIO Databases include primary source documents, e-books, in depth reference, and

multi-media resources.
Britannica Online School Edition USERNAME AND PASSWORD: gcms
Use this powerful resource to search or browse for information in encyclopedias, magazines, videos, and Web sites.
Gale Research in Context LIBRARY ID: empirelink
IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD: USERNAME: garden39379 PASSWORD: garden_rpa
Created specifically for middle-school students, Research in Context combines the best of Gale's reference content with age
-appropriate videos, newspapers, magazines, primary sources, and much more. Students will find outstanding support to
complete assignments in core subjects including literature, science, social studies, and history.
Gale Multi-Database Launch Page LIBRARY ID: empirelink
IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD: USERNAME: garden39379 PASSWORD: garden_rpa
This launch page links to the Gale Research in Context, as well as many more online resources (InfoTrac Newsstand,
Opposing Viewpoints in Context, and New York State Newspapers).
World Book - World Book Student USERNAME: gcmshome PASSWORD: world
Tailored for students in middle school, World Book Student includes all the articles from the print versions of the World
Book Encyclopedia, plus thousands of additional articles, learning resources, and research tools.

