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Pri n ci pal ’ s m es sag e
I must say I find television very educational. The minute
somebody turns it on, I go to the library and read a good book.
~ Groucho Marx
Dear Middle School Family,
I must admit I am glad that my children are now grown and that I no longer need to
monitor their television viewing. Truthfully, trying to stay mindful of age-appropriate shows
for my own kids was exhausting when prime-time television became a bombardment of
inappropriate language and adult-themed messages. When we were kids, prime-time
television was a safe place for families, free from sexual, alcohol and drug innuendos and
foul language. Today, in contrast, it seems almost impossible to protect our children from
these influences.
When I was growing up, top television shows of the era usually portrayed warm and loving
families. I even remember my own parents’ amusement when I advised them how the
parents featured in Leave It to Beaver would have handled my own misbehavior. When I
compare television family role models of yesteryear with today’s substitutes, I feel sad for
our children. Who today would not cherish a loving Aunt Bee, as in the Andy Griffith Show,
or a loving Uncle Bill, as in Family Affair? Primetime television stressed the importance of
family…where kids and parents did not fight in an ugly manner or curse when angry. Was it
realistic? Maybe not, but it also gave us something to strive towards.
Today, even during family viewing times, too much of what our children see is off-color and
irresponsible, self-centered behavior. I suggest taking the time to find alternatives as there
are still channels that offer great classic television shows such as the The Waltons, Little House
on the Prairie, The Andy Griffith Show, and Highway to Heaven. Hopefully, watching familycentered television together will provide you all with wonderful family memories for years to
come.
With warmest regards,
Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal

Important reminders
March 3
LISFA
Grade 5-8
Rehearsal & Concert
March 4
PTA School Supplies Sale Website Opens
Bit.ly/ShopGCSupplies
Code: GAR 054
March 5
Quarter 3 Progress Reports

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENTS
Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking English Language Arts and Math
Assessments in April and May. Students should be prepared with
several sharpened no. 2 pencils for all exam days and a calculator for
the math exam.

New York State
English Arts Assessment

Tuesday, April 2, 2019
Wednesday, April 3, 2019

New York State Math
Assessments

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
Thursday, May 2, 2019

March 6
No Classes
Parent Teacher Conferences
9 AM—12 NOON
March 7
Parent Teacher Conferences
6:30 PM -8:30 PM
March 15
Garden City Middle School’s Music Box
Players presents Aladdin, Jr.
7 PM @ MS
March 16
Garden City Middle School’s Music Box
presents Aladdin, Jr.
1PM and 7PM @ MS Auditorium
March 19
Joint MS & HS
PTA Meeting
7:30 PM @ MS
March 20
Middle School Spring Athletic Forms
due to Nurse
March 21
Deadline to purchase
PTA Dinner Tickets
www.gardencitypta.org
March 21
Grade 6 into 7 Parent Meeting:
Making the Accelerated Choice
in Math & Science
7PM @MS
March 28
PTA Dinner
6:30 PM—10:30 PM
@The Garden City Hotel
March 29
Middle School/SEPTA/PTA
Family Bingo Night
6:30PM -8:30 PM @MS
Maria Cafaro, Editor

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS
8:15 PM @ GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL

March 6

Budget Work Session #3: All Non-Instructional Areas/
Administrative and Capital Components

March 12

Budget Work Session #4: Instructional
Components I

April 10

Budget Work Session #5: Instructional
Components II

April 16

Regular Board Meeting; District Budget Adoption

May 14

Work Session; Budget Hearing

May 21

6 AM - 9 PM
Budget Vote and Election

Important reminders
MAKE ALL YOUR WISHES COME TRUE WITH THE
MUSIC BOX PLAYERS & GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S PRODUCTION OF

ALADDIN JR.

Friday, March 15th at 7:00 PM
Saturday, March 16th at 1:00 PM
Saturday, March 16th at 7:00 PM
The Music Box Players, under the direction
of Mrs. Kristen Aguilo and the vocal direction of
Mrs. Nancy Menges, invite you to join Aladdin and
Jasmine on a magic carpet ride to the magical,
mystical city of Agrabah in Disney’s Aladdin Jr.
Ring bells! Bang the drums! Are you gonna
love this exciting stage adaptation of the legendary tale of the lovable thief with the heart of
gold! Join Aladdin, Jasmine, and the fast-talking, wisecracking Genie as they discover mystical caves, take magic carpet rides, and outwit the evil sorcerer, Jafar. This spectacular musical is based on the 1992 Disney film and the 2014 Broadway adaptation and includes favorite
Alan Menken songs such as “Friend Like Me,” “A Whole New World,” and “Prince Ali,” as
well as wonderful new songs added for the Broadway production. With new, colorful characters and nonstop adventure, Aladdin JR. is sure to be a crowd-pleaser for all ages! Box Office
tickets will be on sale for $10 each during the week of March 4th. Please email Mrs. Aguilo at
aguilok@gcufsd.net with all ticket requests.

GARDEN CITY TEACHERS’
A S S O C I A T I O N 9TH ANNUAL

“G C FOR A CURE”
Saturday, April 6, 2019

Rain or Shine
5K (3.1 mile) Timed Run/Walk - 9:15 a.m.
1 Mile Untimed Fun Run/Walk - 8:45 a.m.
Start/Finish—Garden City High School
170 Rockaway Avenue, Garden City

Important reminders
DR. STEPHEN DEWEY
Please join us for an evening presentation by Dr. Stephen Dewey on Wednesday,
March 13, 2019 at 7 p.m. The event will take
place in the Garden City High School Auditorium and will be open to the community including
students in grades 6-12. It is recommended that
Middle School students be accompanied by a
parent. Dr. Stephen Dewey is a neuroscientist
and research professor who will help parents and
students understand the science behind the impacts of alcohol, marijuana, vaping and prescription medication on the developing teen brain. In
his talk, Dr. Dewey will present how the adolescent brain differs from the adult brain. He will
describe the direct effects of various drugs of
abuse, including illegal drugs on brain metabolism
and chemistry, and examine how the environment influences the addictive process and
how particular cues produce relapse to drug seeking behavior. Dr. Dewey also discusses medical
imaging techniques used to investigate brain
chemistry. Students are offered the following
incentives for their attendance:
Middle School Students (Grades 6-8)
Science Classes: a homework grade of 100 for
attending the presentation
High School Students (Grades 9-12)
(one option)
 Earth Science-R; Living Environment-H;
Chemistry-R; Physics-R: Homework grade of 100
to attend lecture
 Living Environment-R: 100 on a Quiz if they
attend and submit 5 written facts from the lecture
 Freshman Science Research: 100 on a homework if they attend and submit 5 written facts
from the lecture
 Health Credit: Write a reaction to the presentation
 PE: Credit for attendance
*The students will receive an incentive slip after
the presentation with these choices. The PTA
Health and Safety Committee has arranged for
this event.

C h a r a c t e r counts!
CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!
The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for
outstanding work, dedication, and achievement. This award is for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may
be nominated for academic achievements, showing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are
nominated for the “Kindness Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness. Below are the recipients for the month of December.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Jason Aiosa
Charlotte Clarke
Alex Colletti (not pictured)
Emma Dolmaian
Eva Famularo
Andrew Fuoco
Kate Gaven
Maria Gaztanaga
Nicholas Griffin
James Nagler
Juliet Noonan
Evan Rom

KINDNESS COUNTS
Maureen Arendt (not pictured)
Madeline O'Brien
Anthony Arcia
John Kelly
John Uhoda
William Yorke
Jacob Cortiglia
Joseph Pino

C h a r a c t e r counts!
CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!
The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for
outstanding work, dedication, and achievement. This award is for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may
be nominated for academic achievements, showing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are
nominated for the “Kindness Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness. Below are the recipients for the month of January.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Elle Basile
Ryan Campbell
Charlotte Clarke
Olivia Donohue
Emma Harty
Brooke Hopkins
Jack Levi
Yu Jun Lin
Tyler Macri
Courtney Olson
Logan Parker
Isabella Scianablo

KINDNESS COUNTS
Ella Scali
Cristian Barbosa
James Raia (absent from picture)
Olivia Obioma
Michael Sciscente
Kelly Mulvihill
Sam DeAlbuquerque
Ryan Sievers
Nicholas Clyne
Ella Williams
Gianluigi Mazzella
Declan Wuchte

 Leaders taught a lesson on cyber-bullying and cyber-safety.
The lesson included the video below from a NBS news segment,

My Kid Would Never Do That: Bullying Part 2. Parents watch
anxiously to see if their kids will defend our victim or join in on

the cyberbullying. Then Natalie Morales has a candid conversation with the kids about what if feels like to be in the victim’s
shoes. Watch the video here!
 Students were given the opportunity to participate in The Long Island Rail Road (LIRR)
Expansion Project STEM Competition. Volunteers have until March 6, 2019 to submit their
names. Read below and click here for more details.
The Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) Expansion Project Team is delighted to learn of your interest
in participating in LIRR Expansion Project’s STEM Competition. The LIRR has been a part of
Long Island history since 1834, and is one of the reasons why Nassau County’s towns and villages have developed into the vibrant communities they are today. You and your fellow student participants are the County’s future leaders, and your ideas and vision will help guide the County in
the years to come. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Capital Construction Company
(MTACC) and LIRR is now embarked on a project of great importance to help ensure that Nassau County’s future is one of even greater promise – the LIRR Expansion Project from Floral
Park and Hicksville. This project will add much-needed capacity to LIRR’s rail system, allowing for
additional rail service, including more options for reverse commuting; eliminate seven at-grade
crossings, thus reducing traffic congestion and air pollution; and create new facilities such as enhanced stations, ADA-compliant elevators, sound walls, and new parking facilities.

 Students began creating sculptures for this year’s ABC Expo Sculpture Contest. This year’s
theme is “GCMS is Out of This World.” Deadline for sculpture submission are April 17 ,, 2019.

Consider the rights of others before your feelings, and the
feelings of others before your own rights.
~John Wooden

"RACING FOR 3.21"
ON WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY!

Join the National Down Syndrome Society in their annual Racing for 3.21 on
World Down Syndrome Day. Take part in a "virtual" racing event. Participants and
advocates can run, walk, bike, hike, swim and/or move for 3.21 miles at any time, any
place and at any pace on March 21, 2019 to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day
and raise awareness for the Down Syndrome community. Racing for 3.21 can be done
solo, with a group of fellow advocates, friends or a team. For details visit https://
www.ndss.org/racing-3-21-world-syndrome-day/

Suppo rt Everyo ne! It 's not to o lat e t o Jo in SEPTA !
w ww.g csepta .o rg

I N & A RO U N D G C M S
Thank you!
The Anti-Bullying Task Force (ABTF), the PTA, and SEPTA joined forces on Friday, January 25,
2019 to host the annual GC CARES event. This year the GC CARES-A-THON took place in the Middle
School café from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The event could not have been such a success without the help and collaboration of all students and staff members. With over 180 people in attendance, the cafeteria was buzzing with
the energy of students, staff, and parents. Over 180 people in attendance visited thirteen stations that represented
school clubs, sports teams, and home base classes. Student club ambassadors were eager to get attending students
to put forth their community service hours to show others that GC CARES . Weeks ago, home base classes,
sports teams, and clubs discussed ways to make a difference for others in need. Their ideas included hosting different drives to collect food, toys, or even diapers. Students also came up with ideas about how to make others
feel good such as: writing inspirational notes on chess pieces and thank you notes to veterans, writing “snowflake
sayings” (these are now displayed in the hallways), and constructing greeting cards for the elderly. Other ideas
were participating in GC for a Cure, creating a compliment station, and much more! Attendees were asked to visit 7of the 13 stations. Upon completion, each attendee was rewarded a community service certificate. The evening also included snacks and dance music, provided by DJ Mike Fusco. GC CARES "raised the roof" with both
dance moves and selfless moves. We look forward to more successful GC CARES events in the future!
MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIADS FOR ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOLS (MOEMS)
The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tuesday,
January 15, 2019. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 40 of a possible 50.

One student had a perfect score:
Julia Wang

Eight students had four correct:
Michelle Hu, Jeffrey Li, Hunter Maguire, Riley McNaboe, Angela Yu,
Oliver Zhang, Annika Margolies, and Alicia Zhang

Congratulations to all Math Olympians!

BINGO!
BINGO is coming to the Middle School! Join us on Friday, March 29, 2019
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Don’t miss this family-fun event! Prizes will be awarded to
BINGO and Trivia winners. Bring the family; have a slice of pizza, and have fun!

ITALIAN CLUB RAISES MONEY FOR NEST!
by: Caroline Bambino
The Italian Club participated in the GC CARES event. The club had a table at the event with boxes for donations.
Food donations such as pasta, sauce, and other foods were collected. All of these foods were donated to an organization
called NEST. NEST is an organization in which food is collected and then donated to universities that are in need of food.
People that donated got their picture taken as a souvenir!

I N & A RO U N D G C M S

Ingredients:


3 cups flour



3 tsp baking powder

Method:
1. Mix all ingredients together. (Break egg
into milk and mix and then add the wet
ingredients to the dry.) Add the butter



¾ cup sugar



Pinch of salt



1 egg

2. Bake at 350 for 45 minutes.



1 cup of skim milk (any milk will

3. If possible bake in a cast iron frying pan



raisins and seeds if you want.

work)

that has been greased with butter. If not,

1 Tbsp butter (cut into small

grease a round pan and use that.

pieces)


into other ingredients and mix. Add

Raisins and caraway seeds
optional

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

One School, One Book
There is still plenty of time to read

Finding Gobi
and participate in this year’s
One School, One Book program.

Copies of the book can be purchased by following the
One School, One Book link on the GCMS homepage.
A limited number of copies of

Finding Gobi
are also available to borrow at the GCMS Library.
The Book Discussion Party is
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 at 3:30 p.m.
in the GCMS Library.
Visit the GCMS One School, One Book webpage for more information.
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmsonebook

