
 

 
Garden City High School 

Social Studies Department 
     Summer 2017 

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians: 
 
In an effort to encourage students to read and think about historical and/or current issues over the summer, the                   
social studies department has prepared a list of summer assignments for students. Students should complete the                
assignment designated for the course they are enrolled in for September. (Book descriptions are adapted from                
Amazon.com.) 
 
The following courses have a Current Events assignment over the summer.  A detailed description of the 
assignment can be found in a separate link on the social studies webpage.  

● Global History 9R 
● Global History 10R 
● US History 11R 
● ½ year Economics and Government (not AP) 

 
Task: Over the summer, students must create a portfolio that consists of summaries of three (3) news articles on                   
the topic assigned to their grade level (see separate link called Current Events). During the first week of school,                   
students will engage in a graded class discussion on the current event issue assigned to their grade.  
 
Rationale: This assignment is intended to encourage students to stay abreast of current issues, be informed                
citizens, and sharpen their analytical skills. Assessing the reliability of news sources will have a direct correlation                 
to the development of historical thinking skills which are essential to the study of history. Reading                
nonfiction/informational texts and responding to issues in the news, students will strengthen their reading, writing               
and thinking skills – all goals of the Common Core Learning Standards. 
 
Assessment: Summer reading quiz grades will be based on the portfolio (due Friday, September 8) and                
participation in the class discussion.  
 

Global History 9H 
Book: Students enrolled in Global History 9H must read  A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage. 
 
Rationale: Throughout human history, certain drinks have done much more than just quench thirst; six of them 
have had a surprisingly pervasive influence on the course of history. A History of the World in 6 Glasses tells the 
story of humanity from the Stone Age to the 21st century through the lens of six beverages that have had a 
surprisingly pervasive influence on the course of history. 
 
Suggestions:  A reading guide is posted on the social studies home page; it is recommended that students 
complete the guide. 

Assessment: Students will participate in a class discussion about the book; they will take a quiz on Friday,                  
September 8th. 
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AP World History 

Book: Students enrolled in AP World must read When Asia was the World: Traveling Merchants, Scholars, 
Warriors, and Monks Who Created the “Riches of the East” by Stewart Gordon. 
Rationale: This book will help bridge the content between Global 9H and APWorld.  Based on actual memoirs, 
Gordon tells the stories of nine travelers throughout Asia and gives  insight into the scientific, intellectual, 
commercial, and religious developments in Asia while Europe was experiencing the Dark Ages. 

Suggestions:  A reading guide is posted on the social studies home page; it is recommended that students 
complete the guide. 

Assessment: Students will participate in a class discussion about the book; they will take a test on Friday,                  
September 8th. 
 

AP US History Assignment 
Reading: Over the summer, students enrolled in AP US History must read excerpts from A Short History of the                   
United States (Remini) and A People’s History of the United States (Zinn.). Both readings are available on the                  
Social Studies webpage.  
  
Rationale: The readings selected for the APUSH summer assignment represent college level texts used in many                
American History survey courses. The content in the readings is an important part of the early units taught in AP                    
US. Additionally, the readings will provide a foundation for developing the Historical Thinking Skills of               
Comparison and Historical Argumentation emphasized in the College Board curriculum.  
  
Assignment: Carefully read the excerpts. Students are required to take Cornell style notes while they read.                
Directions for taking notes are available in the reading packet and on the department website. 
  
Suggestions: As with any assignment of this length, students are best served by completing it over the course of                   
the summer. Taking Cornell notes while reading will not only help students to remember the information better,                 
but will provide an excellent resource when preparing for the exam in September. 
  
Assessment: Students’ reading notes will be reviewed in class and will be counted as an assignment grade. There                  
will also be an in-class test on Friday, September 8th on the content of the reading; it will count as the first test                       
grade of the first marking period. 
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AP Psychology: 
Book - Over the summer, students enrolled in AP Psychology must read Opening Skinner's Box: Great               
Psychological Experiments of the Twentieth Century by Lauren Slater. 
 
Objective: The book is a wonderful introduction to many of the themes and experiments that will be covered in                   
AP Psychology.  The author has written a highly accessible introduction into the world of psychological               
experiments and every chapter is from the AP Psychology curriculum (and often included on the AP exam).                 
Many ideas from this book will be referred to over the course of the entire year.   
 
Assignment/Suggestions:  Students should read the first eight chapters by the first day of school and be ready to 
discuss what they have read. A reading guide is posted on the social studies home page.   YouTube videos are also 
required and will assist in understanding of each chapter -- they are linked in the reading guide. 
 
Assessment: There will be an in-class test on Friday, September 8th on the content of the reading; it will count as                     
the first test grade of the first marking period.  

 
AP European History 

Book: Over the summer, students enrolled in AP European History must read Candide by Voltaire.  
  
Rationale: The book provides a literary and philosophical perspective on the European Enlightenment, and the              
fundamental features of the Voltairean view of the age. Additionally, the reading focuses on many of the themes                  
covered in the study of the Enlightenment, as well as the reaction against it in the Age of Romanticism. 
  
Suggestions: Students are strongly encouraged to take notes as they read. The notes will serve as an excellent                  
resource when preparing for the exam.  
  
Assessment: There will be an in-class test on Friday, September 8th on the content of the reading; it will count as                    
the first test grade of the first marking period. 
 

AP United States Government (12th grade course) 
Book: Over the summer, students enrolled in AP United States Government must secure a copy of Six 
Amendments: How and Why We Should Change the Constitution by John Paul Stevens. Students should read 
chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. (STUDENTS MAY SKIP CHAPTER 4 ON SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY; IT WILL 
NOT BE TESTED) 
  
Objective: As a thirty-five year member of the Supreme Court, Justice Stevens has a unique insight into 
constitutional issues.  He offers an instructive overview of each topic as well as his proposed solution to the 
constitutional problems at hand.  
 
Suggestions: Carefully read the book and take notes on the five topics (excluding Chapter 4) and the amendments 
Justice Stevens offers to clarify or solve the constitutional debate. 
  
Assessment:  There will be an in-class test on Friday, September 8th on the content of the book that will count as 
the first test of the first quarter.  It will follow an FRQ format similar to the format of the AP Exam.  
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AP Macroeconomics (12th grade) 
Book: Over the summer, students enrolled in AP Macroeconomics must read Naked Economics: Undressing the               
Dismal Science by Charles Wheelan.  
 
Rationale: This book demystifies key economics concepts, laying bare the truths behind the numbers, without               
any graphs and charts.  
 
Assignment: Students must answer a series of questions as they read the book -- the questions are posted on the                    
social studies home page. 
 
Assessment: There will be an in-class test on Friday, September 8th on the content of the reading; it will count as                     
the first test grade of the first marking period. 
 

AP Human Geography 
 
Book: Over the summer, students enrolled in AP Human Geography must read Confucius Lives Next Door: What                 
Living in the East Teaches Us about Living in the West by T.R. Reid. 
 
Rationale: The book provides a unique perspective on Japan and its 2,500 year old Confucian tradition, and the                  
role it has played in Japan’s postwar “social miracle”. Additionally, the reading focuses on many of the themes                  
covered throughout the year including: culture, religion, development, migration and globalization. Suggestions:            
Students are strongly encouraged to take notes as they read. The notes will serve as an excellent resource when                   
preparing for the discussion and the exam. 
 
Assessment: Students will participate in a book discussion and on Friday, September 8th they will have an                 
in-class test. Participation in the discussion and the score on the exam will result in a test grade for the first                     
marking quarter. 
 
 
This reading list has been sent to the Garden City Public Library and Barnes and Noble.  Although the books are 
available at the library, we encourage students to purchase a copy of the book that they select; this will enable 
them to actively read (take notes, underline and highlight) their books.  These strategies will enable students to 
make meaning of the text, to identify parts they would like to discuss in class and to prepare for an in-class 
assessment. 

New York Times Summer Reading Contest 
For the eighth year in a row, the NYT is sponsoring a summer reading contest. Each week from mid-June 
to mid-August, teenagers (13 to 19 years old) are invited to select ANY piece in the NYT they like and 
explain why it interested them. Each week a winner is selected!  If your child is interested in participating 
in the contest, please visit the NYT website http://nyti.ms/2tSOWbh for more information. 

 
Thank you for your continued support.  Have a safe and happy summer.  
 
Regards, 
Jeannette Balantic 
Social Studies Curriculum Coordinator 
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balanticj@gcufsd.net 
478-2850 
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