
English Department        Grade 9H 
 

I. Instructional Philosophy 
The 9th grade Honors English curriculum is aligned with the New York State Learning 
Standards.  The course will foster an appreciation of literature and enable students to make 
personal connections to the literature they read.  Writing instruction is a key component to the 
curriculum.  Various writing experiences allow students to communicate their ideas in order 
to foster individual growth.  Writing portfolios and journals are used to actively engage 
students in the writing process.  Quarterly benchmarks are used as a measure of growth and 
reflection of students’ understanding of the writing process through different genres of 
writing.  The study of grammar, mechanics, usage and vocabulary are also integral 
components of the course and to developing life-long readers and writers. 
 
This curriculum is achieved through the use of essential questions and benchmark writing 
assignments.  Teachers differentiate content, process, and product where appropriate to allow 
each student to achieve his or her full potential. 

 
II. Course Overview 

This is a year-long course focused on honing student skills in reading, writing, speaking and 
listening.  Students in this course will examine literature written in different time periods and 
from different cultures. The course will focus on writing creatively and critically, researching, 
and presenting points of view about literature and literature’s connections to life.  Students 
will be challenged to develop ideas through critical analysis. The Write Traits (ideas, 
organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice and conventions) will provide the 
framework for the discussion of writing. 
 

III. Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
Students will be able to:  
 

1. critically analyze various genres of literature. 
2. recognize and discuss authors’ use of figurative language. 
3. demonstrate reading skills: recalling details, understanding main ideas, cause 

and effect, relationships, predicting and pacing. 
4. identify and discuss themes of a novel. 
5. read and analyze short stories from Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes. 
6. read and analyze poems from Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes. 
7. identify and analyze elements of drama: Romeo and Juliet and  Macbeth. 
8. gain an understanding of Elizabethan language through close annotation. 
9. understand and appreciate Shakespeare’s impact on the literary canon. 
10. read and identify poetic devices in drama. 
11. compare and contrast character foils and personal and social relationships 

between male and female characters. 
12. analyze effective public speaking tactics/skills through close reading of famous 

passages. 
13. understand the structure of allegory and fable: Animal Farm 
14. identify authors’ biases in the creation of a novel. 
15. read nonfiction articles for information and analysis. 
16. identify and analyze the basic elements of a poem: speaker, audience, meter, 

rhyme scheme, tone, and theme. 



17. demonstrate mastery of the elements of grammar: commas, apostrophes, 
capitalization, subject-verb agreement, phrases, and parts  

      of speech. 
18. write factual and cohesive essays on major themes, conflicts, and characters. 
19. develop thesis statements, paragraphs of development, and conclusions with 

the use of topic sentences and transitions. 
20. master the skills necessary to write persuasive, expository, creative, and 

analytical essays. 
21. perform focused, timed and extemporaneous writing. 
22. write creatively: poetry, dialogue or short story 
23. perform peer editing. 
24. utilize research skills. 
25. utilize public speaking skills and deliver speeches. 
26. identify and comprehend main ideas and details from spoken materials. 
 

IV. Units of Study:  
   A. Literature: 9H students will read a minimum of four major works of   
   literature, one of which should be an independent read, as well as other novels,  
   short stories, and poems chosen from the list below. 

 
• Lord of the Flies by William Golding* 
• Animal Farm by George Orwell* 
• Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare* 
• Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
• Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
• The House on  Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
• Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 
• Siddhartha by Herman Hesse 
• A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines 
• Short Stories from Prentice Hall Literature-Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes 
• Poetry from Prentice Hall Literature-Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes 
 
* mandatory reading for all 9th grade Honors students 
 

B. Writing: Students will maintain a writing portfolio to contain 8-10 sample 
pieces of writing by the end of the school year. 

 
• Comparison/Contrast 
• Persuasive 
• Character Analysis* 
• Narrative* 
• Descriptive 
• Thematic Analysis  
• Critical lens response* 
• Creative writing* 
 
* 9th grade quarterly benchmarks 
 



C. Other Units 
• Grammar and conventions 
• Listening exercises 
• Vocabulary: Sadlier-Building an Enriched Vocabulary,  
       Fifth Edition 

 
V.  Assessment: Student growth is to be measured in the following ways: 

  
• Essay assignments 
• Creative writing 
• Journal writing 
• Research assignments 
• Oral presentations 
• Group projects 
• Individual projects 
• Objective tests/quizzes 
• Class Participation 

 
 

 
 
 


