
English Department        Grade 10R 
 
 

I. Instructional Philosophy 
 

The 10th grade English curriculum is aligned with the New York State Learning 
Standards.  Students will further develop an understanding and appreciation of 
literature.  Students will be able to analyze, evaluate and make connections to 
literature.  Writing instruction is also a key component to the curriculum.  Various 
writing experiences expose students to a myriad of ways to communicate their ideas 
and foster individual growth.  Writing portfolios are used to actively engage students 
in the writing process.  Quarterly benchmarks are used as a measure of growth and 
reflection of students’ understanding of the writing process through different genres 
of writing.  The study of grammar, mechanics, usage and vocabulary are also integral 
to developing life-long readers and writers. 
 
This curriculum is achieved through the use of essential questions and benchmark 
writing assignments.  Teachers differentiate content, process and product where 
appropriate to allow each student to achieve his or her full potential. 

 
II. Course Overview 

 
This is a year-long course concerned with further developing skills in reading, 
writing, speaking and listening.  In addition, this course will focus on writing 
creatively, questioning, reasoning, researching and presenting points of view about 
literature and literature’s connections to life.  Students will be challenged to think 
critically about ideas and to take positions that they can defend and substantiate.  The 
Write Traits (ideas, organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice and 
conventions) will provide the framework for our discussion of writing. 
 

III. Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
 
Students will be able to:  
 

1. Write a factual cohesive essay on major themes, conflicts and character 
development. 

2. Identify and apply words correctly in exercises and retain previously 
studied words. 

3. Pick out characters, conflicts, themes, vocabulary, comprehensive, 
critical thinking and pre-reading skills: predicting, webbing and word 
associations. 

4. Observe, discuss and write about similarities and differences. 
5. Write a thesis statement, paragraphs of development, conclusion, with 

use of topic sentences, transitions and examples. 
6. Comprehend main idea and details in spoken materials. 
7. Perform focused, timed and extemporaneous writing. 



8. Deliver speeches. 
9. Review types of figurative language. 
10. Recognize and discuss an author’s use of figurative language. 
11. Demonstrate reading skills: recalling details, understanding main ideas, 

cause and effect, relationships, predicting and pacing for different types 
of reading. 

12. Read and interpret a graph for Regents preparations. 
13. Read several books independently and share their appreciation for the 

book with their classmates. 
14. Read and analyze short stories from Prentice Hall – Platinum edition. 
15. Read and analyze poems from Prentice Hall – Platinum Edition. 
16. Identify and analyze elements of drama (Julius Caesar and/or Antigone). 
17. Compare a novel and a film (To Kill a Mockingbird). 
18. Write creatively (poetry, dialogue or short story). 
19. Provide feedback to their peers about their writing. 
20. Analyze literature for tone. 
21. Review and demonstrate mastery of elements of grammar: hyphens, 

apostrophes, subject verb agreement, clauses and pronoun antecedents. 
 

IV. Units of Study 
 

The following materials will be used at the discretion of the teacher to achieve the 
previously stated objectives: 
 

1. Literature 
a. The Moon is Down by John Steinbeck 
b. Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
c. Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
d. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
e. A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
f. Poetry 
g. Short Stories 
h. Independent Reading 

2. Writing 
a. Reflection essay developing a reaction to a chosen quote 

and how students will incorporate the speaker’s advice into 
their lives this year. 

b. Persuasive essay supporting or opposing a chosen prompt 
regarding various school issues. 

c. Casual analysis essay of a situation, place or trend in order 
to arrive at a personal understanding of the point of view. 

d. Critical lens essay in which students discuss two works of 
literature from the particular perspective of the statement 
provided for them. 

e. Creative writing 
3. Other Units 



a. Grammar and conventions 
b. Listening exercises 
c. Vocabulary 
d. Speeches 

 
V. Assessments 

 
Students are assessed in the following ways: 
  

1. Essay assignments 
2. Creative writing 
3. Research assignments 
4. Oral presentations 
5. Group projects 
6. Individual projects 
7. Objective tests 
8. Class Participation 
 

VI. Materials 
The Moon is Down by John Steinbeck 
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
 
Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop (Level E) 
Prentice Hall – Platinum Edition 
 
 


