
Garden City Public Schools 

2016-2017 Budget Vote Day: May 17, 2016 

6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Garden City High School 

Proposition II on the 2016-2017 Budget Vote Ballot requests the use of the district’s Capital 
Reserve Fund. The proposition, as it will appear on the ballot, is stated below. Several points 
about this proposition are important to note:  

 Establishment of the Capital Reserve Fund was approved by the voters on May 19, 2015. Voter approval 
was required for the establishment of the Capital Reserve Fund AND is now required for use of the funds. 
Specific purposes must be stated by the district (see reverse side and below), so voters know the 
improvements they are being asked to approve.  

 There is no additional cost to taxpayers. The reserve has been funded to a current balance of $2.3 million. 
A target of $10 million over eight years was approved by voters on May 19, 2015. The reserve will continue 
to be funded using a combination of budget efficiencies, and unanticipated and excess revenues.  

 The reserve eliminates the need to bond for projects, thus saving taxpayer dollars on interest costs on 
debt service.  

 Garden City Public Schools must continue to invest in its infrastructure—our newest building dates to the 
1950s—to maintain the quality of its facilities. Over time, the reserve will provide the funds needed to 
address capital projects that touch all nine of the district’s buildings and are too large to be supported by 
the annual budget. 

 The three major projects proposed include: Middle school breezeway windows (left); High school turf field 
and track replacement (center); and new HVAC system in the high school auditorium (right).  

What is Proposition II on the 2016-2017 Ballot? 

Wording as it will appear on the ballot: 

• Proposition II: Use of Capital Reserve Fund— Shall the Board of Education of the Garden City 

Union Free School District be authorized to expend funds already deposited in the Garden City 

Union Free School District Capital Reserve Fund which was established on May 19, 2015 

(“Reserve Fund”) pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law for the following capital 

improvement projects: window replacement at the District Middle School breezeway (a portion 

to be funded from the Reserve Fund); replacement of the District High School auditorium HVAC 

system to include the installation of air conditioning and related abatement; and replacement 

of the District High School’s synthetic field and track including safety netting and ancillary or 

related work required in connection with such projects and to expend from the Reserve Fund, 

including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto, an amount not to exceed the estimated 

total cost of Two Million Three Hundred Thousand ($2,300,000.00) Dollars. 


